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PREFACE 


The year 1947, witnessed the greatest irsgeiy of hisiory, the Partition of 
India. Not only the people had to migrate, even the cultures were brutally 
massacred. The age old cultural barriers had to be sacrificed to satisfy the whims 
and impractical suggestions of the politicians. The greatest loss to India, a major 
part of its cultural heritage very closely inter-woven with its achievements in the 
past millenniums was taken away from it and the great country with a still greater 
past was bereft of its greatness. The worst to be hit, the Kushana culture, 
whose rulers, having their capital in Purushapura i.e., the present day Peshawar, 
now in Pakistan, had afliuence of their empire and intimate cultural links as far as 
Mathura, was indiscriminately butchered. The Kushana capital and remains around 
it, now form a part of north-west Pakistan and important centres of the empire like 
Taxila, etc., are all hundreds of miles away from and denied access to Mathura, 
the most prolific centre of Kushana Brahmi inscriptions. 

If the past two centuries had seen piecing together of Indian history, 
carefully sifted from Archaeological and traditional sources, both supplementing 
and corroborating each other, the last four decades proved a gloomy period weaning 
away the strenuous efforts made in this direction. The present day archaeology for 
the past forty years, is mainly confined to potsherds, as the back bone of archaeology, 
with disparaging attitude for the remaining sources of Indian history, including even 
the other excavated materials. 

Delhi, the metropolis of India has already seen its many a rise and fall during 
the last at least two millenniums. The excavators of present day Delhi, in future, 
when excavating a flourishing colony housing, say, the elite of town, perhaps, will 
not find any riches to stand witness to the prosperity of the people residing therein, 
today, except a few metal utensils giving to the archaeologist of the future an 
impression vehemently to be stressed and contested by him that the excavated 
culture shows the occupants of the place were not at all prosperous people. 
Such an impression falsifies the true nature of the present and, therefore, 
while arriving at conclusions, realities which always travel with the time have never 
to be lost sight of. Therefore, the present day attitude, unnecessarily, to gloat over 
pottery, needs drastic revision in this attitude and instead the desideratum is to 
rightly access the importance of other finds which only corroborate the various 
sources of Indian history. Undue stress on potsherds and too much endearment to 
them has, perhaps, in the last four decades loomed as a dark cloud on the royal 
glory, the prosperity and the aflfiuence of our past. While searching history, we 
have to be face to face with the real past which must have dwelt on cultures like 



those of today and as our prime duty, drawing the correct picture of our past 
deserves and needs to be carefuify revived If Macauiay had planned to impart 
education to the svhitc collared clan's, who were to serve the British empire, the 
satellites created even in historical horizon have added to the minimal to our 
history 


A round piece of meJal always about two ceottmetres in diameter carries 
not only on the front, but also on its back wonderfully and minutely drawn details, 
carefully executed to bring to the Archaeologists, the august personality of a 
Kushapa ruler, dressed from head to toe, wearing abundant jewellery testifying to 
the prosperity not only of the ruler, hut of the subjects, the pulsating desire to stress 
on the populace with awe, the name and titles appended to the ruler, and on the back 
the various deities, drawn from different cultures brought together, to propagate the 
religious syncretism of the rulers and to top the mastery of the details, names of such 
deities were given alongwith their particular monogram The studious preparation 
of moulds, the technical minting of coins, their careful execution is not a minor feat 
and needs maximum attention to write the history of the Kushapa rulers, instead of 
wasting energy, resources, tiaie and above all finances on stressing alone on potteiy 
designs of the period Pottery certainly helps to have additional knowledge of the 
past, but It should not be the, be all of our glorious past A change in attitude will 
encourage the present day archacologut to equip himself to truely contribute to 
the real past of India and bring its cultural heritage vividly before the present 
day lives 

Our past still has important sources as well as resources, which if worked 
with unbiased introspection will help the excavated archaeological material reveal 
to the living as well as to posterity a wonderfully connected mass of oar glorious 
history 


The K-Ushanas arc well known to have ruled effectively in northern India 
and a large variety of their coins as well as their inscriptions help glean their 
history from them and realise the greatness of those rulers 

On joining the Archaeological Survey of India m October 1947, the author 
bad to undertake, initially a study of gold coins, most of which belonged to the 
Kushapas Availing the opportunity provided to study the Com Cabinets of various 
museums of the country, tt was possible to equip ultimately for writing on Kuthapa 
coinage m the from of the present book, lAc A'ur/japa /iunUsmat/cs All possible 
details of these coins, after their analysis, have been arranged in fourteen 
chapters The desideratum to have a comprehensive dissertation on the subject and 
to piece together from the available coins of these rulers an account of their lives 
resulted in the preparation of this book 
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The very first chapter is : INTRODUCTION. It fruitfully traces out the 
genesis of Kushana coinage which normally is linked with the immediate predecessors 
of the earliest Kushana rulers. The Kushana rulers had liberally borrowed from 
their predecessors and in turn the Kushapa tradition of minting coins successfully 
penetrated into their successors, as well. The earlist Kushana coinage has not much 
to impress and the joint issues of Hermaeus and Kujula Kadphises, being, mere 
imitations of his predecessor, confirm it. However, Kujula Kadphises was innova¬ 
tive and gaining ground for his principality, he started making changes in his 
coinage. The current trends of art in Bactria,' Gandhara and Mathura had a 
conspicuous effect on the coinage of the Kushana rulers. The portraiture'of Kushana 
rulers on these coins are reminiscent of the great artistic activity of those ages; 
besides, the sculptures are corroborative of the tremendous contemporary develop¬ 
ments in art. The portraiture both of the ruler as well as the deity must have been 
based on reality which fact would help to form a fair idea of the personality of the 
ruler and his august appearance, as on coins. 

The religious policy of the Kushana rulers had encouraged to depict 
liberally a variety of deities on the reverse of coins, A study of the deities itself is 
enlightening to bring to fore the vastness, the comprehension, the liberalism, the 
great tolerance these rulers had in their religious approach and their enduring 
attitude towards their subjects. The deities on the reverse bring together a 
multitude of gods and goddesses belonging to different pantheons as worshipped and 
revered in those ages in Greece, Rome, Bactria and India, If the Kushapas borrowed 
Hellenistic and Roman deities, they equally encouraged and patronised prominent 
deities of the Indians of those ages. Having associations with Bactria they very 
naturally introduced Iranian deities which exceeded in number all other deities. 

Minting of a large variety of gold coins was a unique feature of these 
Kushapa rulers. Mostly silver coins were in vogue till their advent to power. The 
contribution to gold coinage made by the Kushapa rnlers penetrated with success 
into their successors, the Imperial Guptas, 

Vima Kadphises had introduced gold coinage; eight varieties of coins were 
issued by him. His coins show him sacrificing with his right hand at an altar having 
a trident behind it. Religion in India had effect on his coins and their reverse have 
Siva with or without his bull. Depiction of this deity brings forth the prevalence of 
Saivaism even two thousand years earlier. He also had liberally borrowed from the 
coinsof his Roman contemporaries. His mature portraits show him with heavy 
beard. He added an additional feature of flaming shoulders to signify the investi¬ 
ture of authority to rule by the Almighty. 

His successor, Kanishka continued to mint coins on the designs followed 
by his predecesors especially Vima Kadphises. Besides the God Siva, introducing 



more Hcllenjstic and Iranian gods became a regular feature. He continued the 
minting of gold coins, in general. The king on his coins is invariably shown 
sacriiiclog at an altar. This feature of Kushana coinage was borrowed liberally by 
the Sass&nian rulers of Persia whose coins have the altar, as a must, on the coins. 
Borrowed initially from the Vedic concept of performing a sacrifice, the idea 
persisted for a few millenniums. 

It was Huvisbka who had made the greatest contribution to Kusbapa gold 
coinage. The source of gold must have been accessible to these rulers who never 
found dearth of the jclloiv metal and have left to posterity a rich variety of these 
coins. How prospeious our country was during the rule of the Kushapas, is evident. 
He had minted 27 varieties of gold coins and some of these varieties had further 
sub'varieties, as well, and these were also minted in gold. The portrait of the king 
on these coins clearly shows the ruler as a young prince, in his adolescence and of 
mature age. 

Huvishka, however, abruptly discontinued the altar on his coins and had on 
the obverse the portrait of the ruler holding a mace in the right hand and a spear, an 
emblem of authority, in the left hand. The design of a helmet or a crown differ on 
his various coins, perhaps, due to the mint ofBcer or his taste for having different 
types of helmets. The number of deities shown on the reverse of his coins increased 
tremendously during his reign. He inducted more Bactrian or Iranian deities on bis 
coins. His coins showing the portrait of an old person arc reminiscent of bis having 
ruled fora very tong period. How meticulous the ruler was about his dress is well 
borne out by the coins. Addition of more Indian deities like Skarda-Kumara, 
AfahSsena and Vtidkha h cKdiicd to'HuVish'ko-^ As usual, he had issued very few 
silver or copper coins. 

A chapter on; LEGENDS ON KUSHAblA COINS gives a brief survey of the 
legends in Greek script and in A'/iaroj/f/Wcharacters as found on the coins of these 
rulers. To further elaborate the MaroihthJ legends these have been given separately 
at the end in the Appendix. A chan on; the KHARCSHTHI ALPHABET as found 
on the coins and another on the COMPOSITE KHAROSHJHl WORDS and their 
equivalents in English arc separately given towards the end. The Greek letters and 
their equivalents in English arc also given at the cod. 

It is surprising that, whereas the inscriptions mention profusely ihc preva¬ 
lence of Jainism and Chagavalism, deities of the Jainas on the coins arc conspicuous 
by their absence. Similarly, these inscriptions arc m majority related to Buddhism; 
however, as a paradox only few coins depicting the Buddha or the Buddhist deities, 
on the reverse have been found. More finds of coins of the Kushanas, in future, will 
help solve this riddle. 



Certain ambiguous types of coins identifiable on the basis of details on the 
reverse are labelled incorrectly. These have also been included at their proper 
places in the following pages. 

A brief chapter on : the METROLOGY OF KUSHAI^A COINS is included 
alongwith another chapter on ; MONOGRAMS ON KUSHANA COINS. 

A chapter on : KUSHANA SILVER COINAGE surveys such coins, very few 
in number, of these rulers. 

The coins of these rulers have been detailed in separate chapters alongwith 
their coin types. This survey, perhaps, will be useful for the scholar and the 
student to study them with interest alongwith their detailed descriptions. It has 
been attempted to include a coin of each type which were made available. Some 
of these coins could not be faithfully reproduced due to non availability of better 
photographs and as a further attempt to prove their utility all the 333 coins of these 
Kushana rulers have been reproduced on art paper at the end of the book and their 
serial numbers correspond to each other. These two separate reproductions will 
help the reader have a better comprehension of the jdetails on these coins. As 
already well known, the most note-worthy coin of Huvishka shows him, possibly, 
wearing a turban (page 171). 

This brief survey without mentioning the sources in the form of foot-notes 
from which the information has been drawn is, however, based on works and articles 
as given in the detailed Bibliography at the end. 

Dae to paucity of detailed data, certain im-perfections and possible mistakes 
have naturally crept in for which the author craves the pardon of readers and also 
their indulgence for additional information, if available with them, with the earnest 
request to pass it on for subsequent additions. Whenever, there is any difference of 
opinion the same would be appreciated, if conveyed, for further revision of the view 
point, as well. 

History of Kushapa coinage after Huvishka is embedded in uncertainty and 
it is here that the coins do not help to access the genealogy of these rulers except 
with the help of their inscriptions. 

The successors of Vasudeva had become weak; the shrinkage of the empire 
is attributed to the process of disintegration which resulted ultimately in the emer¬ 
gence of tribal rulers whose brief account is given in the ending chapters. 

An important effect of these coins was on the coinage of Kashmir especially 
of the Karkotaka or Naga dynasty; the Kushapa coinage had its effect on the coinage 



pf Onssa, as wc]] In the early centunes of ibe Christian era Kalinga rulers were 
holding sway in these regions The fabrication of their coinage is extremely crude 
and IS therefore, a reflection on the economic conditions of those periods Since 
these coins are indirectly related to the Imperial Kushaijas, the coinage of the 
successors of the Kusbatjas has been only briefly treated 

£ach dynasty has its emergence, rise, stability and gradual disappearance, so 
ftas the case with the Kusbatjas The greatness of Kusbapa rulers, is well realised 
from the coinage of tbeir successors who had borrowed liberally from the coin types 
of the Kush^t^as These successors issued coinage imitating the com designs of 
these great rulers and perpetuated their monetary achievements The Yaudheyas, 
the Kunindas, the Scythian tribes, the Gadaharas, the Siladas, the KidSra Kushanas 
and even in the remote corners of Orissa, the Kalingas had no hesitation to imitate 
the KusbStta coinage even though crude m fabncation The KtdSra Kusbdoas 
and the Kusbapo SassSnian rulers bad no other option but to continue the Kush^na 
coinage even in its decadent from 

Dr BN Mukherjee, the scholar-savant has extensively worked on the 
Kushanas and his books, monographs as well as articles arc helpful for this survey 
and my grateful and respectful obligations to him 

In general, the author expresses his thanks to all the sources from which any 
infonnation is drawn and recorded in the following pages 

Unstinted assistance by Mr Baldcv Singh associated With the publishers as 
a Personal Assistant for the past more than nine years has been a cherished 
advantage Sarva Shri H C Verma of Nco Graphic Aids, Sushil Verma and Aju 
Kumar Ghosh have been very helpful for preparation of photographs, drawings, 
charts etc The Librarians of the Archaeological Survey of India and its Reading 
Room Assistant, Mrs Rajaoi lal alongwilb Sbri Atma Ram were forthcoming with 
books drawn even from the remote comets of the library for study In spite of the 
present day mecbantcal form of assistance, their approach to help a scholar needs 
further elaboration and a fuller appreciation Mrs Pralibha Parashar, Assistant 
Librarian, National Museum, New Delhi has a great part in the completion of this 
book and her ungrudged help can never be forgotten, 

Miss R, Vanja, Keeper Numismatics and Epigraphy and Dr G N Pant, 
Keeper Lecturing and Education both of the National Museum, New Delhi and one 
time colleagues, are a great pivot behind the writing of this book and the author is 
obliged to both of them 

The Publisher, Smt. Shruti, my wife, is a source of great encouragement for 
publishing such difficult to sell books and has never failed in flnanemg their pubhea- 
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tion. The paper used for printing has been of the best available quality and the 
credit for making the publication a success goes to her. 

A few publications to be added in the series include among others a volume 
on THE KUSHAIjJA INSCRIPTIONS which is ready to go to the press. It is hoped 
these publications shall receive the same ardent appreciation as accorded to similar 
other publications by the author. 

My thanks to Shri J.C. Gupta, Proprietor of the press and his able Foreman 
Shri S.C. Bhalc for minutely supervising the printing aspect of the book. 

Beseeching always the blessings of the Almighty for a long and healthy life 
to be usefully spent for enriching our cultural heritage. 


New Delhi, 
the Baisakhi Day, 

April 13, 1985. SATYA SHRAVA 
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CHAPTER ONE 


INTRODUCTION 


I. GENESIS OF KUSHANA COINAGE 

History of Kushana coinage forms an important chapter in the 
numismatic chronicles of the Indian sub-continent. The ancient 
Panjab—a part of which, now, is in India and another part in Pakistan; 
the Haryana; parts of Himachal Pradesh and parts of western Uttar 
Pradesh were annexed to the Kushana empire in the early years of 
the rule of the Kushanas in the Indian sub-continent. Succeeding the 
Indo-Greek and Indo Parthian rulers of north west India, which now 
forms a portion of Pakistan, the Kushana emperors originating in 
India with Kadphises I or Kujula Kadphises, naturally inherited the 
coinage of their predecessors and very normally continued their coin¬ 
types. These coin-types were already known to their subjects- 

In Kushana times, coinage was more a potent instrument for the 
expression of ideas. Beyond their essential role of economic exchange, 
coins could disseminate in great numbers the ideas conveyed by their 
symbolic motifs. Coinage has been through the ages a prerogative 
of the sovereign power; its value in exchange is a reflection of the 
economic solidarity and control of the state. Coins were a great 
essential in daily life, filtering downwards through the most influential 
upper strata of society. Coins played a role in daily transactions and 
magnified the ideals and basic values of the state. These happened to 
be minted for trade, especially foreign trade. 

Gradual transformation of the small Kushana kingdom of 
Bactria into an empire during the days of Kujula Kadphises and his 
son and successor Vima Kadphises greatly widened the socio-economic 
and politico-religious conceptions. The coinage reflected an unpre¬ 
cedented political condition in the empire. During the reign of Vima 
Kadphises, the empire stretched from Transoxiana and borders of the 
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Parthian empire (upto a locality to the immediate east of Mu-tu or 
Mero, now included in Turkmenistan, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics), to at least Mathura in the east and Shen-tu or the lower 
Indus country in the south-east. Bactria, Arachosia, Paroponisadai, 
major parts of north-western India, the lower Indus area, a part of 
the territory now in western Uttar Pradesh e/c., came to be included 
within the empire. 

Establishment of a central authority afforded to the people, an 
opportunity for moving with freedom wjtliin the empire. Traders now 
had a vast internal market to sell their products. Kushana rulers 
encouraged internal as well as external trade and their gaining control 
over the lower Indus area encouraged maritime trade with the Roman 
Orient. A large number of Roman coins travelled to the Kushana 
empire through trade and commerce. The numismatic contact bet¬ 
ween the Roman and Kushana empires, had started and is suggested 
by appearance of a bust of Augustus on a type of coin of KuJuJa 
Kadphises. The Imperial Kushanas in the process of reforming their 
coinage, could easily draw from the Roman weight standard. The 
Imperial Kushanas, like the Romans, also utilized their coinage as a 
medium of propaganda. Descriptive legends on reverse of the coins 
of Kanishka I and his successors and personification of ideas of nature 
on their coins is easily discernible. 

During the rule of the Scylho-Parlhians, the vitality of the 
Hellenistic-Bactrian school of art, which had witnessed minting of 
many Bactrian, Greek and Indo-Greek coins of great artistic quality 
was exhausted to a large extent, Iranian influences gradually became 
prominent in certain features of the style of execution of coin-designs. 
Male and female figures on many Scytho-Parthian coins have bulging 
eyes, an Iranian feature. The style of executing busts was no longer 
Hellenic or Hellenistic. The art of coinage of these regions became 
Hellenistico-Irano-Bactriau in character. This contemporary art tradi¬ 
tion influenced the majority of coins of Kujula Kadphises. 

The Roman elements had begun to be introduced in Gandhara 
through channels of trade from about the period of early Kushanas. 
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In broad outlines, the coinage of Kushanas developed gradually, 
as more Roman than Greek or Parthian, both in style and fabric. A 
departure from the Indo-Greek coin tradition emerged with the 
Kushana rulers patronising the religious syncretism as prevalent in the 
Roman Orient and in Rome itself. 


II. EARLY kushana COINAGE 

Early Kushana coins were, like coins of the Indo-Greeks, Indo- 
Scythians or Indo-Parthians, essentially local in character. Coins 
struck with local types by Kujula Kadphises and Soter Megas formed 
early Kushana coinage of the Panjab. Taxila was their most important 
local mint. 

These local traits on Kushana coins in the Panjab as also in 
other territories, were lost with the reformation of Kushana currency 
by Vima Kadphises. All types of gold and copper coins of Vima 
Kadphises, Kanishka I, Huvishka and Vasudeva I were meant for 
circulation throughout the empire. 

Vima Kadphises had elfected a major reformation in the coinage 
which became imperial in character and mints situated in different 
parts of the empire were striking coins meant for circulation through¬ 
out the empire. Gold coins of Vima were imperial in character. 

These very features, are discernible in the gold and copper coins 
of Kanishka I and Huvishka. Kharoshihi inscriptions do not appear 
on the coins of Kanishka I, and Greek legend is also noticeable on a 
comparatively small number of pieces minted by him. 

The vast majority of coins of Kanishka I and on all coins of 
Huvishka, Bactrian legends in cursive Greek characters, refer to the king 
on the obverse and to deities on the reverse. The forms of Greek letters, 
used for inscribing Greek and Bactrian legends on Kushana coins are 
tolerably good upto the period of Huvishka. Later, these became 
slovenly and cursive. On the other hand, Kharoshihi letters in marginal 
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legends are on the whole well inscribed. Use of the language prevalent 
in Bactria for inscriptions on coins, meant for circulation throughout the 
empire, indicates that to the Imperial Kushanas, Bactria was the most 
important of ail territories held by them. It appears from the choice 
of deities on reverse of the coins, Bactria was given preference. 

Bactria was positively given preference over other parts of the 
empire and, therefore, on the majority of the coins of Kanishka I, and 
on all coins of his immediate successors, coin-legends were written in 
the Bactrian language, Bactria had a special place in the domain of 
the Imperial Kushanas. 

The importance attached to Bactria did not mean that the coins 
were struck only in Bactria. Coins were struck from several mints in 
different parts of the empire including the Panjab. Taxila was the 
most important mint of this area. 

R. Gobi wants to ascribe all Kushana gold coins of Vima 
Kadphises, Kanishka I, and Huvishka to the mints of Bactra, but his 
statement is not based on any convincing evidence. 

D, W. MacDowall, argues on the basis of types and denominat¬ 
ions of copper coins that important mints can be distinguished for 
Vima Kadphises, for Kanishka I and Huvishka in Gandhara. Even 
MacDowall failed to see a clear mint pattern for Kushana gold coins. 
Coins of Vima, Kanishka I, Huvishka and Vasudeva I were struck in 
different mints, some of which might have been in Gandhara, Kashmir, 
and Kapisene. But data at our disposal does not warrant attribution 
of a particular type to a particular mint. 

Stylistically the Kushana obverse devices are based on the art of 
the Bactrian school, whereas the reverse types, especially of Vima 
Kadphises and his successors, imbibe mainly the characteristics of 
Bactrian, Gandhara and Mathura schools. The origin of some of the 
stylistic features discernible in the devices on the reverse may be 
traced to the artists of the Roman empire. 
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Thus, the coins of Kushanas, belonging to Vima and his succes¬ 
sors, indicate the creation of an imperial school of art, in which the 
Bactrian elements were prominent. Kushana artists, employed in mints, 
obviously enjoyed the patronage of the officials, to whom Bactria 
was more important. So, Bactrian elements predominated the coinage. 


III. PORTRAITURE ON COINS 

A few important features of the Bactrian art of the Kushana 
period, like oval-shaped faces with open eyes, beards indicated by 
deep incision, angular and linear treatment of standing figures, the 
semi-circular folds on the sleeves and angular folds on garments, are 
prominent on the representative coins of Vima-Kadphises, Kanishka I, 
and Huvishka. The royal figures on coins which appear especially 
standing, breathe the air of the art revealed by the remains of the 
dynastic sanctuaries. The royal portraits on coins also followed the 
same school; though some of Huvishka’s portraits may be compared 
with the naive portraits on some Roman coins. 

The royal figures on a great number of coins are robust, majestic 
and awe-inspiring. These conveyed the great prowess of the Kushana 
emperors. The deities on the reverse indicate the syncretistic trends 
in religious movements and iconographic developments. New iconic 
types followed the creative faculty of the artists. Several deities on 
Kushana coins are beautifully portrayed. Some of these representa¬ 
tions are literally vibrant with agility and personality. 

The royal figures and deities on coins of Kanishka I have often 
sharp features. But sometimes these are blunt, probably, due to 
inferior skill and defective minting technique and use of defective 
specimens. However, some of the reverse figures, which betray 
boldness in handling of form, indicate also rapidity of execution and a 
deliberate taste for the unfinished. 

Traces of double striking on blurred faces of some Kushana 
gold pieces and appearance of two distinct devices on two sides of 
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these coins, suggest that they were struck from two different dies 
simultaneously. 

The reverse type on some Kushana coins arc found partly out 
of flan. However, a regular alignment of the obverse and reverse 
impressions on a great number of Kushana coins suggests that care was 
often taken to put the upper and lower dies parallel to each other. 

Kushana gold coins reveal that only some of them are exactly 
circular in shape. Perhaps, the method followed by the mint masters 
was defective. 

The treatment of the dress on coins is somewhat different 
from the garments worn by early Kushana emperors on sculptures 
The tunic is shortened and often mailed. Its lower ends are often 
curved. There are heavy ridges on the trousers, as well as on the 
upper garment. Some of these look like horizontal or semi-circular 
pipes. Again, ridges look like small buttons on some pieces. The 
head-dress of the king on some of these coins is indicated by dots 
only. This technique is not discernible on the early Kushana coins. 
On the whole, the royal figures on the coins of Kanishka III and 
Vasudeva II are tolerably well produced, even though they lack the 
majestic appearance of the figures of Vima Kadphises or Kanishka I 
on their coins. 

The imperial portraits on Roman coins which often suggested 
the divine and super-human power of the king, might have inspired 
lie Kiishajm coins as rising from clouds or as associated with flames 
or a halo etc., all indicating the super-human power of the king, 
known as the son of God. 

Kushana royal portraits on their coins Jack idealizing qualities 
of the portraits of the Indo-Greck princes. Aesthetically these are not 
expressive images. The composition of the royal figure on the cobs 
of Vasudeva 1 is somewhat more arid and compact than that of his 
predecessors. There is also a change m the costume of the king. The 
tumc, which is sometimes mailed, is more close fitting and shortened. 
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Heavy straight folders appear on his trousers and on the sleeves of his 
upper garment. A similar feature is noticeable in Bactrian sculptures. 

It may be added that, even in the last phase of the rule of the 
Imperial Kushanas, their coinage reflected in a large measure the 
stylistic features of the sculptural art of their empire. 

Aridity and compactness in the art of portraying royal figure, 
are more pronounced on the coins of Kanishka III and Vasudeva TI. 
However, the figures on a few of them indicate plasticity in modelling, 
and their dvibhanga pose, perhaps, anticipates the similar postures in 
which the Gupta kings were shown on their coins in later period. 

Devices on coins of the Bactro-Greeks and early Indo-Greeks 
were in high relief. The relief became lower with the passage of time. 
Some of the coins had figures indicated mainly in outline. But, on the 
whole good intagliated dies were used upto the end of the Kushana 
empire to produce coins with devices and legends shown in relief. 


IV. KUSHANA COINAGE 

A mounraental contribution of the Kushanas was revival and 
large scale minting of gold, instead of silver, coins. Gold coinage of 
Vima Kadphises continued for a few generations succeeding him. 
Gold coinage added to the international value and prestige of the 
Kushanas. Economic power and commercial prosperity of the 
Kushanas is evident from a vast variety of gold coins. Major issues 
of silver coins of Kushanas are rare except a few mint-trial pieces, 
experimental issues, or forgeries. 

The Imperial Kushanas struck a very large number of different 
varieties of gold and copper coins. These form one of the most 
brilliant and varied series of coins of the ancient period. The gold 
and copper coins of the Imperial Kushanas are the most diversified 
and interesting series of original coinage. Their value for recons¬ 
tructing the cultural and political history of early Central Asia and 
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India can hardly be over estimated. Their great variety, their number 
and their historical importance serve as a useful background to recon¬ 
struct their continuous rule in India, as well as, outside it. The 
Kushana coins have been found not only throughout the Kushana 
empire, but in other parts of the Indian sub-continent situated outside 
the empire. The Kushana gold coins must have been acceptable to 
peoples outside the Kushana empire, due to the established value of 
the Kushana gold coins in international market. 

Source of gold for coinage has been a mystery. India, has 
never been a major producer of this metal. Herodotus and Hsuan- 
tsang have recorded tales of gold minting ants. Prosperity of the 
Kushana empire depended on its trade with the west. Its merchants 
served as middlemen who used to take cargoes coming from China 
when they entered the Kushanshahr from the Tarim Basin. Trade in 
luxury goods is evident from the princely treasures of Begram or the 
finds of Roman pottery, bulk wine vessels called amphorae and bronze 
figurines in south India. Gold from Rome could be one source for 
minting gold coinage during the rule of the Kushanas. Much gold was 
brought to the KushSna kingdom from the Oxus region, which occupied 
a very advantageous position for procuring gold from places outside 
the Kushana empire. Gold was imported from Scythia, the Ural and 
Altai regions A brisk trade with SuvarnabhOmi (South-East Asia) 
also fetched much gold from Java, Sumatra, Champa, etc. 

The Kushana gold coinage virtually had a substantial impact 
on the sub-continent which had become accustomed to increasingly 
debased local st'fver issues. These coins proclaimed on obverse the 
charismatic power of the foreign ruler and on reverse the divine source 
of his powers. These coins showed deities of the west as supporters 
of the Kushana monarchy. 


V. DEITIES ON COINS 

The Kushanas were innovative. An important innovation of 
Kusharia rulers was presentation on reverse of the coins a multitude 
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of deities, borrowed from several different religions. A bewildering 
number of deities belonging to Roman, Iranian and Indian pantheons, 
appear on reverse of the coins of Kanishka I and Huvishka. 

Deities represented on reverse indicate greater plasticity, flexibi¬ 
lity and roundness of form following greater influence from Gandhara 
and Mathura. This difference is prominent on a comparison of the 
standing figure of Vima Kadphises and of l§iva. The introduction of 
semi-transparent garments and visibility of the body underneath the 
drapery of a figure is a direct influence of the Mathura School ofArt. 
Somewhat sensuous treatment of female figures on certain later coins 
of the Imperial Kushanas has comparable examples in numerous 
sculptures of Mathura School or of the figures on the ivory objects 
found at Begram. The figures on obverse and reverse of many of the 
coins of Vima Kadphises, Kanishka I and Huvishka wear transparent 
upper-garment W'hich envelope the thick garment underneath. 


Names of these deities appearing on reverse of the coins are 
easily known from the labels written beside them in Greek characters. 
In turn, the deities, thus, reveal a broad cultural horizon and reh'gious 
syncretism. This particular feature, it appears, was inspired by : 


(a) the up-to-date knowledge of the Roman coin-types acces¬ 
sible through international trade and some cults of the 
Roman Orient; 

(b) the state policy to emphasise on deities enhancing the right 
and might of the Kushana emperors; 

(c) the earnest desire to express their faith and religious ideas 
current in Bactria; and 

(d) to propitiate other religions, as well as, manifesting their 
own tolerance for them. 


The heterogenous religious elements in Kushana coinage betray 
also an eclectic attitude of the Kushanas towards religion. 
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VI. decline of kushAna coinage 

The imperial character of the Kushana coinage developed by 
Vima Kadphises and his successors gradually declined and local 
character, which had been a predominent feature of the coinage of the 
Indian sub-continent, became prominent again. 

There was a gradual degeneration of Kushana coinage. The 
treatment of the figure on several pieces is flattened and lacking in 
physical details and artistic niceities. The cause of it was the 
employment of inferior die-engravers and defective mode of production. 
Figures became disproportionate, showing the head of the king as 
unusually large. The lower chest and abdomen of Siva are unusually 
broad and sometimes rather flat, while the muscles on the upper chest 
are shown in a peculiar manner. The eyes are bulging. There are 
straight, horizontal and vertical folds on garments of the deity and the 
king. All these features lire rather flat, rigid and frontal treatment 
of the figures, perhaps, has parallel examples in contemporary Bactrian 
sculptures. 

Obviously, there was a change in Kushana monetaiy policy. 
The practice of using coinage, like the Roman emperors, as a medium of 
propaganda was probably discarded sometimes in the reign of Vasudeva 
I, whose period incidentally saw the end of direct maritime contact 
between the Roman and the Kushana empire. The Kushana rulers, 
perhaps, also became more sectarian in their religious policy than 
their predecessors. 

Gold and copper coins of Vasudeva I, bear like those of 
Huvishka and the majority of the pieces of Kanishka I, Bactrian legend 
in the Greek script. However, on a small number of coins of Vasudeva I, 
we can see isolated Brahmi letters and rarely also isolated Kharoshihi 
characters can be noticed on gold coins of Kaneshko or Kanishka 
HI and Vasudeva II, which bear Bactrian legend. 

The imperial character of Kushana coinage, however, declined 
gradually, in the days of Kanishka HI and Vasudeva H. Their gold 
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coins can be attributed to dilferent parts of their empire on the basis 
of their types, provenance etc. Coins of the last two monarchs of 
Kushanas substantiate this point. Gold coins of Kaneshko Koshano or 
Kanishka III show the standing figure of the king at an altar on the 
obverse and either enthroned Ardoksho, or ^iva with Bull or Nana 
on lion on the reverse. Ardoksho and Siva with bull appear on the 
reverse of coins of Vasudeva II which have king at altar device on 
the obverse. 

The coins of Kanishka III and Vasudeva II with Ardoksho on 
the reverse are mainly found in the Panjab area of the Indian sub¬ 
continent, while their coins with Siva on the reverse are reported 
principally from farther west. 

Gold coins of Vasudeva II bearing Siva with bull and the 
nandipada symbol may be considered to have been in circulation in 
Kushanshahr upto Peshawar before the advent of Sassanians who 
imitated these devices without Brdlimi characters on their coins. 

The number of deities represented on reverse of the coins 
decreased from the time of Vasudeva I. Only Oesho (Siva) and Nana 
occur on coins of Vasudeva I. Only Nana, Ardoksho and Oesho 
(Siva) appear on those of Kanishka HI. The last two deities are 
portrayed on coins of Vasudeva II. 

The coin types of Kanishka III and Vasudeva II, influenced' 
through the coinage of their successors in the Panjab, certain Gupta 
coin devices. The coins of Kanishka III displaying Nana on lion 
probably influenced the gold coins of Chandra Gupta I on the reverse 
of which a goddess on a lion is depicted. 

After the Kushanas, the coinage of Vasudeva II emerged as 
Kushano-Sassanian coinage. A large variety of copies of the coins of 
Vasudeva, some of fairly good style, others of barbarous execution, but 
none bearing intelligible legends, came into circulation. The Later or 
Lesser Kushanas imitated the various types of gold coinage of Vasudeva 
and had issued them from Gandhara. The Kushano-Sassanian pieces. 
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the result of the Sassanian invasions of Kabul valley are found on the 
Sistan side and were probably struck in the fourth and fifth centuries. 
Even in Kashmir from sixth to the sixteenth centuries, its rulers con¬ 
tinued to follow copper coinage, though very much debased, but which 
had origins in the copper coinage of the Kushanas. 

The debased coins of Kidara Kushanas are later in date and 
are believed to have been issued by chiefs of the little Yueh-chih hordes 
in the Panjab and other parts of north western India during the fifth 
and sixth centuries. The coins of this class merged into the Kashmir 
coinage. 


It is difficult to fix the date of the excessively rude coins from 
Puri and Ganjam. These are reminiscent of Kushana types and may 
have been struck by rulers of Kalinga in the fourth or fifth century. 


Vn MONOGRAMS ON COINS 

Monograms, alluding to mints or symbols or something else, had 
appeared on the coins of Indo-Greeks and Scytho-Parthians. Similarly, 
monograms or symbols continued to appear on the coins of Kujula 
Kadphises and his successors. The Jiandipada symbol occurs on some 
coins of Kujula Kadphises and Vima Kadphises. Coins of Vima 
Kadphises also often carry a four-pronged mark, which partly developed 
from the nandipada symbol, or one of its variants. Closely similar, a 
four-pronged monogram or its variants occur on coins of Kanishka I 
and Huvishka. The symbol used on the coins of Huvishka, in its many 
changed forms is found on the coins af Vasudeva I. Coins of Kauishka 
III and Vasudeva II, have some of the forms of the four pronged 
monogram which appears on the coins of Vasudeva I. 

The exact significance of a monogram is not clear. Perhaps, 
each mark or its variant, was sort of a personal monogram of the king 
concerned or of the chief of the mint. Such a surmise is supported 
by the fact that the three-pronged symbol known as the Soter 
Megas symbol is known to have appeared only on the coins of Soter 



introduction 


13 


Megas. At times, two monograms or different forms of one and the 
same monogram might have been used by one ruler. 

A few forms of the four pronged symbol used by the later 
Kushanas, were copied on the coins of the Imperial Guptas. 


Vlir. COINAGE OF THE SUCCESSORS 

Some of the tribal rulers of the Panjab, who succeeded the 
Kushanas, had imitated the Kushana coinage. A large number of 
copper coins, carrying on one side a male figure, Siva, and on the 
other, devices mostly resembling those on the known Kushana coins 
are attributed to the Kunindas. The module of these pieces, might 
have been suggested by Kushana copper coins. The obverse showing 
§iva holding a trident with an axe or shaft in his right hand, and a deer 
skin in the left hand, is comparable with the representation of the same 
deity on a large number of Kushana coins. 

The successors of the Kushanas, like Vasu, Mahi, Shilada, 
Shaka, etc., continued to have ‘enthroned Ardoksho’ and ‘king at altar’ 
as devices on their coins. Coins of some of these families are found 
in the northern Panjab. The two types ‘king at altar’ and ‘enthroned 
Ardoksho’ were imitated, in particular, by the successors of Kushanas 
in the Panjab. 

Enthroned Ardoksho was used as one of [the most important 
Kushana coin types during the last phase of the rule of the Imperial 
Kushanas and was copied and imitated extensively by the successors 
of the Kushanas, the group of Kidara Kushanas, the Guptas, Hunas 
etc. These were also copied later on in Kashmir. 

Copper coins of Yaudheyas dateable to third and fourth 
centuries a.d. had Kushana influence, as well. The posture of the 
standing deity on the reverse, showing one hand on the hip and the 
other hand held out, is similar to the representation of Mao, Mithra 
and Helios, on several Kushana copper coins. 
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Karttikeya with his left hand on his hip and his right hand 
holding a spear and having a peacock on his left, as noticeable on the 
obverse of the Yaudhcya coins has a genera! resemblance to that of 
Mahasena, on several Kushana coins. 

Yaudheyas also had restruck Kushana copper coins. On the 
reverse of one such piece, on the upper part of one of the varieties, the 
four pronged Kushana symbol can still be seen, A close examination 
of the coins of Yaudheyas suggests that these were tugged with gold, 
similar to gold coins of the Kushanas. 

Sometimes, portions carrying obverse or reverse devices on 
Kushana coins were chipped off. The cavity was filled with sheet of 
metal and restruck with Yaudheya coin devices. Thus, Yaudheya coins 
could conform to the weight standard which was lighter than the 
weight standard of the Kushana copper coins. The Yaudheyas restruck 
as well as re-used Kushana coins. 

A large number of Kushana copper coins appear to have 
remained in circulation even after tiae fail of the empire. Such coins 
bear a crudely portrayed figure of Siva standing with a bull on one 
side plus a monogram or Brdlum letters of fifth-sixth centuries A d. 
and a trident or a crude representation of fire altar with two attendants 
on the other side. 

It is evident that the Kushana coinage when judged from all 
the angles, found an important place in the development of the art and 
technique of coinage in India and Central Asia. Significant contribu¬ 
tions were made to Indian coinage by the Kushanas. 
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LEGENDS ON KUSHANA COINS 


I. GENERAL 

Kushanas had writings on their coins which are similar to 
those of their predecessors and are found both on obverse and reverse. 
Name of a king formally appears on obverse, whereas a deity on reverse 
is distinguished by its name recorded on that side. Coins of the early 
Kushanas such as Kujula Kadphises etc.^ imitating their Greek and 
Parthian predecessors, record the name of a king with his titles on 
obverse in Greek script and repeat both the name and the titles on 
reverse in Kharoshihi script. Coins of the early Kushana rulers were 
bi-lingual but their successors had used Greek script both on obverse 
and reverse. 


II. COIN LEGENDS : KUJULA KADPHISES 


The coins of Kujula Kadphises have on their obverse, the 
following legends in Greek script: 


(a) BASIAEfiS STHPOSSY 
EPMAIOY 

(b) KOZOYAOY 
KAA^ I Z OY 
KOPCNA 

(c) XOPANCY ZAOOY 
KOZOAA 
KAAA^ES 


Basileos Sterossu 
Ermaiou or Basileus 
Soteros Ermaiou 

Kozoulou 

Kadphizou 

Koshonou 

Kh oshausu Zaoou 
Kozola Kadaphes 


(coin) of king 
Hermaios, the 
saviour 

(coin) of Kozolo 
Kadphises, 
the Kushana 

(coin) of Kozola 
Kadaphes, the 
Yavuga (leader) 
of the Kushanas 


(d) ... .NIIYY OHANYI 
riMTHYIY or 
BYGNCI 

BYriNEINC for BAC 
lAEI BAC JAEI (BASILEI) 
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On the coins of Kujula Kadphises, the last type of the legend 
IS blurred as well as blundered and is. therefore, not intelltgible. 

Legends m Kharoshifii characters and in Prakrit language 
found on the coins of Kujula Kadphises are • 


Legend 

In Sanskru 

Mecming 

(a) 

Kujula Kasasa 

Kujula Kasasya 

(com) of Kujula Kasa, 


Kushana Yavugasa 

Kushapa Yavugasya 

iht leader of the 


Dhrama-ihidasa 

Dharma slhiiasya 

Kusbapas who is 
devoted to religion 

(b) 

Khushanasa 

KushSpasya 

(com) of Kujula 


Yauasa Kujula 

Yavugasja 

Kaphsba, the leader 


Kaphsa Sacha- 

Kujula Kaphsasya 

of the Kusbatias, who 


dhrama-jhidasa 

Satya-dharma- 

is devoted to true 



sthitasya 

religion 

(c) 

Maharajasa 

Mabardjasya 

(com) of Is-ujula 


rajarajasT. 

Rajarajasya 

Kara Kapsa, great 


Dcvaputrasa {*’) 

devaputrasya 

ting of kings, 


Kujula Kara 

Kujula Kara 

son of heaven (?) 


Kapsasa 

Kapsasya 


(d) 

Kuj’ula-Kara 

Kujula Kara 

(com) of Kujula 


Kapsasa Maharayasa 

Kapasya MabSra- 

Kara Kapa, great king, 


rayatirayasa 

jasya rajJttrajasya 

king of kings 

(e) 

Maharayasa 

Maharajasya 

(com) of Kujula 


mahatasa 

mahatah KushEna 

Kara Kapa, the great 


Kushana Kujula 

Kujula Kaphasyn 

Kusbapa, the great 


Kaphsa 


king 

(0 

Maharajasa 

Maharajasya 

(com) of Kujula 


rajatirajasya 

rajatirajasya 

Kapa, great king, 


Kayula Kaphsa 

Kujula Kapbasya 

king of kings 


Name of Kujula Kadphises is variously spelt and has been 
expressed on his coins, as : 

(i) Kujula Kadphizes, 

(ii) Kujula Kasa, 

(in) Kujula Kadaphes, 

(iv) Kujula Kaphsa, and 

(v) Kujula-kara Kaphsa 
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Kujula Kadphises has a long list of titles and designations 
appended to his name on his coins, and these are : 

(i) Rajadhiraja; 

(ii) Maharaja; 

(iii) Mahan (nominative of mahata/j); 

(iv) Kushana Yavuga; 

(v) Dharma-sthita; 

(vi) Satya-dharma-sthita; 

(vii) Devaputra; and 

(viii) Basileus 

m. COIN LEGENDS : VIMA KADPHISES 

Similarly, legends in Greek on obverse and in Kharoshihl 
characters on reverse, on the coins of Vima Kadphises have been 
found. The legends, in Greek characters, are : 

(i) BACIASYC OOHMO Basileus Ooemo (coin)of king, Vima 

KAA0ICHC Kadphises Kadphises 

(ii) BACIASYC Basileus (coin) of Vima 

BACIAEWN Basileon Kadphises, the 

CWTHP ME TAG Soter Megas great king of 

OOHMO KAA^S-ICHC Ooemo Kadphises kings, the saviour 

The legends on reverse of the coins of Vima Kadphises, in 
Kharoshihl characters, are: 

(i) Maharajasa Maharajasya (coin) of the great 

rajadirajasa rajadhirajasya king, king of kings, 

sarva-loga-isvarasa sarvalokesvarasya lord of the world, 

mahisvarasa Mahesvarasya devotee of Mahe^- 

Hima Katphisasa Vima Katphisasya vara, Vima Kadpbi- 

tradata tratuh scs, the defender 

The name of Vima Kadphises on his coins is spelt as Ooemo 
Kadphises in Greek and Vima Katphisa in Kharoshihl characters. 

The titles used for Vima Kadphises, in Greek, are ; 

(i) Basileus; and 

(ii) Basileon 
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In KfiaroshOli legends, the titles used for Vima Kadphises 

are : 

(i) MabSraJa; 

(ij) Rajadhiraja; 

(lii) Sarvalokcjvara; 

(iv) Mabefvara; and 

(v) tratub 

IV. COIN LEGENDS : SOTER MEGAS 

The legend in Greek on the coins of Soter Megas, is : 

(i) Bastleus Bastfeon 

In Kliarosh\hi characters, the legend is ; 

(i) Maharaja rajatiraja MahSraJasya (coin) of king, 

sarvalogaiivara rajSdbirajasya king of kings, the 

Mahesvara trata sarvalokeivara great king, lord of 

or Mahc^vara the world, devotee 

tratuh of Siva, the 

protector 

V. COIN^ LEGENDS : KANISHKA 1 

As a marked departure from his predecessors, coins of 
Kanishka, as well as of his successors, have only Greek script both on 
obverse and reverse. Legends on obverse are in Persian language 
whicih is Lermeii as KTaotaiies^-SaVia, accoidang Sten ^onow. 


The legends, in Greek, on the obverse, arc : 


(a) BACIAEYC 

Basilcus 

(coin) of Kanishka, 

BACIASWN 

Basdeon 

king of kings 

KANHPKOY 

Kancsbkou 


(b) PAONANO 

Shaonano 

Kanishka, the 

PAO KANHPKI 

sbao Kaneshki 

Kushaga, king of 

KOPANO 

Koshano 

kings 
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The title Shaonano, is similar to the old Persian word Kshdya- 
thiydnam Kshdyathiya. In modern Persian, it is equivalent to Shahan 
Shah or Shahdmshdhu 

On reverse of the coins of Kanishka appear the names of 
Greek, Persian and Indian deities, again in Greek script. These help 
in identifying the deity depicted on reverse. 

The names of deities appearing on the reverse, are : 

(a) APAOXPO 

Ardoksho 


(b) A^PO 

Athsho 


(c) CAKAMANA BOAAO 

Sakamana Boddo 

Sakyamuni Buddha 

(d) NATOS 

Elios 


(e) ^APPO 

Pharro 


(f) APOOACrO 

Lrooaspo 


(g) MIYPO 

Mihira 


(h) NANA, NANAIA 

Nana, Nanai a 


(i) OAAO 

Oado 


(j) OHPO 

Oesho 

Bhavesa 

(k) OPAAFNO 

Orlagno 


(1) CAAHNH 

Salcne 


VI. COIN LEGENDS ; HUVISHKA 



The Greek legend found on obverse of the coins of Huvishka 
is limited to (b) type of legend as found on the coins of Kanishka 
and is: 

PAONANO PAO 

OOHPKI KOPANO 

Shaonano Shao 
Ooeshki Koshano 

Huvishka, the 
Kusbana. the king 
of kings 

On some of his gold 
instead of Ooeshki. 

coins, his name is 

spelt as Ooeshko, 
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The largest number of deities appearing on reverse of the 
coins of Huvishka, are : 


(a) ANIO 

Anio 


(b) APAOXPO 

Ardoksho 


(c) A^PO 

Athsho 


(d) DIZATO 

Bizago 

Viiakba 

(c) 0APPO 

Pbarro 


(0 KOMAPO 

KumSra 

Kumara 

(g) MAACHNO 

Mahasena 

Mahasena 

(b) MANAOBATO 

Manaobago 


(0 MAO 

Mao 


(j) MUPO 

Miro 


(k) NANAPAO 

Nanashao 


(I) OANINAA 

Oaninda 


(m) OHPO 

Oesho 

Siva 

(n) CAPA no 

Sarapo 


(o) PAOPHOPO 

Sbaoreoro 


(p) SKANAO 

Skanda 

Skanda 


However, on a single coin in the Indian Museum, Calcutta, 
appears the Brahmt legend, Ganeso. 

VII. COIN LEGENDS . VASUDEVA I 

Similar to the coins of his two predecessors, the coins of 
Vasudeva I have legends in Greek, on the obverse, as : 

(a) PAONANO PAO Sbaonano Shao Bazodeo (Vasudeva), 

BAZOAHO KOPANO Bazodeo Kosbano the Kushatia, the 

great king of kings 

The number of deities appearing on the corns of Vasudeva I, 
is reduced to two, as:— 


(a) OHPO 

(b) NANA 


Oesho 

Nona 


Siva 

Nana 
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The legends on the coins of Vasudeva II and Kanishka III are 
much corrupt, blurred and debased. However, it is possible to com¬ 
plete a clear legend on the basis of different coins, and we get the 
names and titles of Kanishka III and Vasudeva II. 


These legends, invariably in Greek, are : 


(a) PAONANO PAO 
KANHPKI KOPANO 


Shao Nano Shao (coin) of Kanishka, 
Kaneshki Koshano king of kings, the 
Kushana 


(b) PAONANO PAO 
BAZOAHO 
KOPANO 


Shaonano Shao (coin) of Vasudeva, 

Bazodeo Koshano the Kushana, king 

of kings. 


On obverse of the coins of Vasudeva II and Kanishka III 
appear some stray Brdhmi letters, on the left; near the right foot of 
the king; in the middle; between the kings feet; and on the right, out¬ 
side the king’s spear or trident. 

On a unique copper coin, and on a few gold coins appear 
Vasu vertically written in Brdhmi. This is possibly the beginning of the 
use of Brdhmi legends on Kushana coins. This um'que coin is attributed 
to Vasudeva II, the last Kushana king of the Imperial dynasty. 

The legend on reverse, again in Greek, is: 

(a) APAOXPO Ardoksho 

(b) OHPO Oesho 

After Vasudeva II, the coins found in the Panjab region have 
Brdhmi legends both on obverse and reverse and belong to the tribes 
of Sakas, liladas, the Gadaharas and the Kidara Kushanas. Coins 
having Greek or Kushana cursive script, again both on the obverse 
and the reverse, are generally met within the Balkh and Kabul region. 
These belong to the Kushano-Sassanian series. 
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IX LEGENDS ON KUSHANO-SASSANIAN COINS 

Kushano-Sassanian coins are found in two series, based on the 
language used, and are : 

(a) In the first series, the legend in cursive Kushana script or 
corrupt Greek characters gives the name of the king with his title 
Shaonano Shao Kushano. On reverse appears the name of the 
deity Oesho. 

(b) In the second series, Pahlavi is used along with the Greek 
legend, for the coins of Hormuzd, Shapur, Varahran and their 
titles as Shaonano Shao Koshano and Bagd (Divine). In Pahlavi 
legend are found the titles, Mazdism Bagi laba Kushan Malkan 
Malka, which means, the '^Mazdean divine^ king of kings of the 
Laba-Kushdrm,*’ This title means that the Sassanfan rulers whose 
coins bear it, had continued to acknowledge the suzerainty of the 
Kushanas in those regions, 

X. COIN LEGENDS : SCYTHIAN TRIBAL COINS 

A few tribal coins reveal names of such tribes as Saka, 
Silada and Gadahara, who had used Brahml legends, but continued 
to use Greek legend in the margin, which however, is illegible. The 
legends on obverse in Brahml record the names of these tribes and 
their kings. Traces of Greek legend on reverse possibly had contained 
name of throned Ardoksho. 

The use of Brdhmi on these coins strongly supports the 
association of Indians while issuing these coins. A striking feature of 
these coins is the representation of Brdhmi legend, in vertical form. 

Xr. COIN LEGENDS : KIDARA KUSHANA 

The name Ktddra is found on the obverse of a number of 
coins along with the name of chiefs. It implies that these chiefs were 
related to Kidara, who probably had founded the dynasty. These 
coins have legends in Brdhmi both on obverse and reverse. Besides 
their gold coinage, these rulers had issued silver coins, as well. The 
legend Kidara Kushana is written perpendicularly and the name of 
the chief starts with the word Shdhu 



CHAPTER THREE 


DEITIES ON KUSHANA COINS 


I. GENERAL 

The deities shown on reverse of the coins of Kanishka and 
Huvishka, as well as, other Imperial Kushana rulers reveal extraordinary 
facets of the dynasty; its broad cultural horizon and expression of 
religious syncretism. The detailed religious connotation of the deities 
symbolized on the coins is generally obscure. In certain cases, only 
the names of deities are known. So far, no congruent textual source to 
expand their meaning has been forthcoming. However, these deities 
cumulatively reflect, what one would expect: a dynastic pantheon of 
this period; the material abundance and prosperity of the rulers; their 
military triumph; their legitimacy to rule; and the divine sanction and 
support to the ruling house. 

The Kushanas had extensive and varied religious affinities and 
their coins reflect the various ethnic or ideological communities within 
the polyglot Kushana empire. Gods and goddesses depicted are named 
also on the coins. The divinities represented on these coins reflect 
their religious beliefs as well as of their subjects, viz., the Yavanas, the 
Sakas, the Pahlavas, the Indians etc. A large number of Brahmanical 
deities and Buddha have appeared on these coins. However, presenta¬ 
tion of a Jaina deity on the coins is conspicuously absent, even though 
a large number of inscriptions refer to the strong position, the Jainas 
had held during the reign of the Kushanas especially at Mathura, Both 
Mathura and Taxila were important Jaina centres. 

Some of these deities reveal that the dynastic pantheon of the 
Kushanas was drawn from Rome and Alexandria, from the Helenized 
Orient, Iran and India. Any reason for this vastness could never be 
conclusively established. These deities could have been divine com¬ 
panions and supporters of Kushana monarchy. The Kushana coinage 
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had dehnitely functioned as a vehicle of royal propaganda, and especially 
was an expression of the ideology of the ruling house. 

Like the Roman rulers, the Kushanas used the art of coinage 
as a medium of manifestation of the royal power. The appearance on 
Kushana coins of such deities as Pharro, personifying the Iranian con¬ 
cept of glory and legitimacy of a ruler, or of a divinity called Shaoreoro, 
representing the imperial might, or of Orlagno, personifying victory, 
should indicate even the estabhshment of an imperial cult. 

Kushana moneyers had created new iconographic types. Some 
of the Zoroastrian concepts were the creation of Kushana die cutters. 
Sometimes, even a natural phenomenon was personified; a bearded 
figure described as Oaxsho on Huvishka’s coins apparently represented 
the river Oxus. Often the deities or their attributes betrayed the 
syncretistic trends in the religious thoughts and movements of the 
Kushana period. Some coins of Huvishka show Ommo or Uma, hold¬ 
ing a lotus, as the female consort of Oesho i.e. Siva. Other coins show 
Nana standing by the side of Oesho, thus, equating Ommo or Uma 
with Nana. 

The number of deities on Kushaiia coins far exceeded that of 
the gods and goddesses represented on the Indo-Greek and Scytho- 
Parthian coins. Their number may be compared with that of the 
deities on Roman coins. The appearance of deities of various faiths 
was symptomatic of spirit of religious toleration fostered in the empire. 
Some of the deities on the coins of the Kushanas are also well represen¬ 
ted in the sculptural art of their times. 

Gods and goddesses of Iranian pantheon dominate the coins of 
Kanishka and Huvishka. These Iranian deities or ideas could have 
been known in Bactria, which bordered the Parthian empire and which 
was in the sphere of Iranian culture. 

Archaeological discoveries suggest the popularity of Buddhism 
and Saivism in Bactria and nearby territories in the Kushana period. 
Traditional patrons of Buddhism were merchants, bankers etc. who 
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might have been mainly responsible for the flourishing state of Buddhism 
in Bactria. 

It is not suggested that the deities on coins of Kanishka I, 
Huvishka and other rulers were known only in Bactria. In fact, several 
of these deities were popular in different parts of the empire outside 
Bactria. Again, the appearance of a few deities of the Roman empire on 
Kushana coins and the impact of Roman coin types on some Kushana 
coin devices may be explained on the basis of the hypothesis of Kushana 
moneyer’s knowledge of the Roman type and on that of contacts 
between the Kushana territory and the Roman orient. Even sculptures 
and miniature cult-statues from the Roman empire, might have been 
made available to the Kushana mint masters. 

Jainism and Bhagvatism, two of the important faiths preached 
in the Kushana empire, are not known to have representation among 
the deities on Kushapa coins, even though icons belonging to these 
cults and of the Kushana period have been found in certain localities, 
once included in the Kushana empire. In Bactria, the most important 
area of the empire, either of these cults were popular. This fact indi¬ 
cates that in the matter of choosing reverse devices of coins, Bactria 
was given preference over other regions. Bactria was to the Kushanas 
most important of all the provinces of their empire. 

The rarity of Buddhist and Jain deities betrays the feeling that 
these coins had not reflected the various ethnic or ideological commu¬ 
nities within the empire. Solar deity and Sri Lakshmi who had appeared 
on Saka coins were replaced by Iranian deities. The depiction of 
Iranian deities was a marked departure from the immediate past. These 
deities predominate and apparently had been chosen from different 
religious levels. Some of these W’ere based on the ethnical doctrines 
of Zoroastrianism, and others on Mazdaism, reflected by Mao and 
Nanaia, who were more popular in eastern Iran. These coins also 
reveal the religious beliefs of the ruling class, though they had not 
become part of the religious imagery of the empire. 

The appearance of fewer deities on the coins of Vasudeva I and 
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Other successors, means that the utility of coinage as a medium of 
propaganda was probably discarded by Vasudeva I, whose period saw 
the end of direct maritime contact between the Roman and the 
Kushana empires. There was a gradual Indianization of these deities. 
Or, perhaps, the rulers became more sectarian in their religious policy 
and only Oesho, Nana, Ommo, ArdoKsho survived the religious 
beliefs of the rulers. ^ __ ^ _ 


II. THE DEITIES 


The deities represented on reverse of the coins, are: 


a. Hellenistic and Roman deities 

(0 HPAKIAO=ErakiIo=Hcraklcs*=*Hcrcules 
(ii) HAlOC^EhosssHelios^tbc Sun*£od ^ 

(m) AISTO-Ephaistos •=» Hcpbaislos Epbisios« Fire-god 

(iv) PIOM“Riom=Roina=Cuy goddess of Rome 

(v) CAAHNH=*SaIenc»Moon god 

(vi) CAPAnO=Saiapis=Serapo 

(vii) \VPON=\VPOH=URON=Uranus=Vanu?a 
(viii) ZEUS >= Zeus 

b. Iranian Deities 

(ix) APAOXPO«Ardoxsbo=Ardoksho=Ashish Vangu]ii-=*the 
goddess of fortune 

(x) APASlXPO==AshaeiXsho=Asbaci'ksht>=Ashavabista or 
Ardibahist^* Truth god 

(x) (a) APAZIXPO=Arda-Vik5ho«-SuQ god 
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(xi) A0PO=A©OPO=Athsho=Atishoa=Atar=the fire god 

(xii) APOOACrO=Lrooaspo=Druvaspa=guardian of the health of 
beasts 

(xiii) MANAOBArO=MANAOBAGO=Vohu inanah==Moon good 

(xiv) MAO=Mao=Mah=Moon god 

(xiv) (a) MAO—MIIPO=Moon-god and Sun-god 

(xv) MnPO=MI0PO=MIOPO=MSIPO=MIRO=MEIRO= 
MIRRO=MIORO=MIURO=Mithra=Mibira=Sun god 

(xvi) MOZDOOANO=Mozdooano=Mosdooano=Ahura Mazdah= 
Mazdah 

(xvi) (a) WORMOZDO=Ahura Mazdah 

(xvii) NANA=Nana 

(xvii) (a) NANAIA=Nanaja = Nana 

(xvii) (b) NANAPAO—Nanasbao=Nana. the ruler 

(xvii) (c) PAONANA=Shaonana=the king Nana 

(xviii) OAAO = Oado=Vado or Vata=the Wind god 

(xix) OANINAA = Oanindo=Vanainiti—the female genus of stars, a 
goddess of victory 

(xx) OAXPHO=OAXSHO—Probably the god of the river Oxus 

(xxi) OPAA rNO=Orlagno or Oshlagno=Verthragna=Iranian War-god 

(xxii) ^APPO =PHARRO=Pharo=goddess of Lustre 

(xxiii) RISHTO or RISHNO=RIOM=Aveslan Rasnu=righteousness 
or the goddess of Rome 

(xxiv) PAOPHOPO=SHAOREORO=Shaophoro=SHAREVAR=the 
genus of metals 

(xxv) ZERO or TEIRO=Ceres=Venus or Tir 
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(xxvi) (a) CAKAMA=OAYOBOY=rO BOYMO=SAKAMANO 
BODDO=£akyarauni Buddha 

(xxvi) (b) BATO BOSDO=Bago Boddo=Buddha the deity or Bhagavata 
(xxvii) MAACHN O=Machino=Maasena=Mahasena=Kartt ikeya 
(xxvin) OKPO-OHPO«OESHO=S!va 
(xxviuj (a) OESHO-NANA^Siva and Nana 
(xxVHi) (b) OESHO-OMMO=*Srta-Uma 

(xxix) CKANDO KOMARO iJI2ArO=Skand-Kum5ra-V]sakha=» 
Karuiktya 

(xxx) BIZArO«s«B|Zflg0s=Vi5akha 


III. HELLENISTIC AND ROMAN DEITIES 

(t) Erakilo^ Herakles : Herakles, son of Zeus a Greek god is 
represented on reverse side of some copper coins of Kujula Kadphises. 
Herakles, according to the earlier Greek legends, was purely a human 
hero, and the conqueror of man and deities; afterwards, however, he 
appears as the subduer of monstrous animals, and was connected in 
various ways with astronomical phenomena. 

On Kushana coins, he is seen standing facing, with a club m 
his right hand and a lion’s skin on his left arm. On the reverse of a 
gold coin and on some copper coins, he is represented as a bearded 
male figure standing naked, to front, with a club in right hand, and in 
left hand an apple with lion’s skin hanging over the arm. On a single 
copper coin of Huvishka, this deity is found also crowning himself, 
with his right hand. 

(ii) Elios or Helios : Hch'os, the Greek Sun-god, is represented 
on reverse of gold and copper coins of Kanishka as a deity with a 
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rayed halo round the head, wearing a long tunic, the right hand 
extending as if pointing to some object and the left hand resting on 
the hip. 


Helios or Elios is represented on coins as a standing male deity 
with radiate nimbus; one hand is in pecuUar two fingered gesture, and 
the other hand is resting on the hilt of a short sword. Wears a diadem, 
a long tunic, ankle-boots, and a mantle held by a single round clasp. 
He is identical with Miiro or Sun-god of the Iranians, The sun-god in 
Bhavisya-Purd?m, is called Keli and his empire is Keli-loka. 

(iii) Hephaistos-Ephaistos : Hepbaistos is the Greek god of fire 
and appears on gold coins of Kanishka. A unique coin of Kanishka 
naming the deity on reverse as Hephaistos though damaged is identical 
in form and content with Athsho, an Iranian deity, mentioned below. 
The deity appears as a standing bearded figure, with probably tongs; 
his left hand is on hip, and the right hand is holding a wreath. 

(iv) Riom or Ro?na: Riom or Roma is a city goddess represented 
on gold coins of Huvishka. The name Riom, as read by Gardener was 
read by Cunningham as Ride, who equated it with Riddhi, the Indian 
goddess of fortune.^ F.W. Thomas had read the name as Rhea. 

Representation of city goddesses is known from the coins of 
Greeks and Scythians. The city of Pushkalavati is represented on the 
coins of Diomedes, Epander, Philoxenus, Maues, Azilises, Zeionises 
etc. The goddess Roma was represented in the temples of Rome as 
clad in a long robe, wearing a helmet and is seen in a sitting posture 
strongly resembling the Greek goddess Athene, another city goddess. 
She was the genius of the city of Rome and w'as worshipped as such. 
On gold coins of Huvishka, Roma is represented as standing facing 
right, wearing a helmet and a long chiton and holding a spear and a 
shield. 


* Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. 12, 3rd series, p. 147 
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(v) Salene : Salene is the moon-god of the Greeks and is 
distinguisTiable from their sun-god who has a rayed halo. The moon- 
god has a crescent behind the head. This god is the Hellenic counter¬ 
part of Mao, an Iranian god, mentioned below. Salene though 
represented as a goddess in mythology, is shown on coins as a male 
god. This god appears only on the Besileus type gold coins of Kanishka, 
in general, as a male standing figure diademed, clad in chiton and 
himation, with a lunar disk at shoulders. He wears a tunic, a mantle, 
and short boots and holds a long staff with rounded knob-head and 
ribbons. His right hand is advanced and left hand holds a long sceptre 
bound with a fillet. A sword is girt round his waist. 

(vi) Serapu : Serapis was originally an Egyptian deity whose 
worship was introduced into Greece in the times of Ptolemis. Serapis 
also spelt as Scrapo is a synthetic Greco-Egyplian divinity worshipped 
in Ptolemaic Alexandria and the East. He is equated with Zeus, Ammon, 
Helios, and Poseidon. He was, thus, the lord of the sea, land, sky 
and underworld. Serapis appears on reverse of a rare variety of coins 
of Huvishka, and is portrayed, in genera], as a nimbate male seated on 
throne and heavy hair framing the face. He holds a staff in left hand 
and a noose in his right hand, and also bolds a circlet or a torque. He 
wears a mantle held at chest, or a robe to ankles or is dressed in a long 
robe. His throne has four posts with curved legs and uses a foot-stool 
under the feet. He also carries a knobbed staff. 

On some coins he is represented as carrying a short sceptre in 
left hand, while his right hand is extended. Noose in the hand of 
Serapis is the Indian Pdsa which is held by Yama. 

(vii) Uranus: Uranus, identical with the Greek-god Uranus, 
appears on reverse of gold coins of Huvishka as a male figure facing 
left, bearded and nimbate with modius or a water vessel on head, 
sceptre in left hand and right hand extended. 

(viii) Zeus : Zeus, heading the Greek pantheon of gods was 
supposed to dwell on the summit of mount Olympus, where he dis¬ 
posed off the affairs of both gods and man. He had several spouses 
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whose chief was Hera. He is considered to be the same as the Indian 
Zeus found represented on some copper coins of the Kushanas as 
standing to right with right hand advanced. 


b. Iranian Deities 

(ix) Ap^oxpo orAox/7o=Ardoxsho = Ardoksho, an Iranian 
goddess, is known as the daughter of Ahura Mazda. She is considered 
to be a prominent member of the Avestic pantheon. She is equated 
with Ashi, a female angel. Her full name is Ashish Vanguhi meaning 
god-truth. She helps all those who invoke her from far and near. 

She is a female goddess of abundance or fortune, representing 
Sri-Lakshmi of Indian pantheon, on reverse of the Gupta coins, 

Cornucopiae is a characteristic attribution of Ardoksho. 
Ardoksho with Nana was the feminine embodiment of the principle of 
abundance and prosperity and both appear with a cornucopiae on the 
coins. She is represented on the coins as standing, nimbate, wearing 
a fillet, dressed in a double robe; and carries a cornucopiae with sheafs 
of grain emerging from her mouth. 

A few scholars relate her to the great Iranian deity Anahita, 
taking Ardoksho as a local eastern Iranian goddess of water and 
moisture. Other scholars have identified Anahita with the Kushana 
goddess Nana. Kushana goddesses perhaps express different per¬ 
mutations of the principles of abundance. Her functions must have 
been close to those of the Greek Tyche, the Roman Fortune goddess 
and her representation on Kushana coins corresponds to the Greek 
goddess Demeter or Tyche. Demeter is known in Greek mythology, 
as corn mother. 

(x) Apaeixpo=Ashaeixsho : Oilroxd&n pantheon, Ashaeixsho 
is Avestic Asha Vahista, meaning truth, which is best. This god is an 
embodiment of truth for souls of the righteous; those who invoke him 
will not forfeit heaven. He is the smiter of death, of fiends and illness. 
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(x) (a) Ardeixsilo : Arda-Vahishta is eq^uated with, Sun-god, 
having raised hands and personifies Sun-light. Coins of this god are 
exceedingly rare. A coin of Huvishka shows him, as : 

a male standing deity I'ldi a radiate nimbus. He is dressed in a 
short tunic and knee-boots, tis mantle is held at bis chest by a round 
clasp. The first two fingers of the right hand are in a strange hand 
gesture cmploj cd also by Hchos and Miiro He is unarmed. 

(xi) A(*)po or A<Sopo=Ailtsho : Athsho is the Iranian fire-god. 
He is a male god and appears holding hammer, tongs, and wreath etc. 
This deity is derived from the classical image of Hephaistos. Flaming 
shoulders recall Kushana period images of Agni from Mathura, In 
the A vesta, the deity is Atar, son of Ahura Mazdah, a personification 
of fire and a full source of royal glory. His name has historically been 
used for royal fires. In Iran, as a deity, he served as a door-keeper to 
admit or reject souls into heaven. He is represented on the coins, as : 

(() A bearded male standing and wearing fillet and a device at 
forehead with fluttering ends Flames emanate from his shoulders. lie 
holds a fillet in one hand and the other band rests on hips. He wears a 
long robe with sleeves, boots and a mantle. 

(ii) A bearded male standing, wearing n band around his head; 
flames around Ins shoulders and head carries a tong and a hammer. 
Wears classically draped chlamjs. 


(xii) Lrooaspa=Lrooospo=Drooaspo=Dntvaspa: Lrooaspo is 
a male Iranian deity being the guardian of the health of beasts. Con¬ 
nected with Apam Napat according to western Mithraism, this god is 
accepted as a grandson of the waters. In Avesta, he has the epithet 
Aurvat Aspa meaning possessing swift horse. Apam Napat was 
associated with Mitra and was concerned with the legitimate authority 
of the princes. Coins of both Kanishka and Huvishka depict this 
deity, as: 


A bearded frontally standing male, wearing diadem tumc and boots, 
and IS also nimbate. Behind him is a horse with its left foreleg or both 
the legs off the ground, and seems to be proffering something to horse. 
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(xiii) Manaoba : Manaobago : Manaobago is the four-armed 
seated moon-god. He is apparently a particular form of the Iranian 
moon-god. Gold coins of both Kanishka and Huvishka represent 
this deity, in general, as : 

(a) Four armed male deity seated facing on a heavily cushioned 
throne having lion feet and wears a Macedonian helmet with tripartite 
crest ornament, a tunic, and a belt. He has a crescent behind his 
shoulders. 

(xiv) Mao : Mao is a Zend name for moon-god. Mao or the 
lunar god is clearly masculine and martial in contrast with the western 
Asian lunar deities, who are mostly feminine. A variety of lunar gods 
and crescent shaped object on their head-dresses as presented on coins 
and sculptures show their special relation to Kushana national name, 
Yueh-chih. Mao closely resembles the Greek god Salene. However, 
on a coin of Huvishka, Mao has been depicted as a female deity with 
a cornucopiae. 

This Iranian male lunar deity is depicted on gold and copper 
coins of both Kanishka and Huvishka, in general, as : 

(a) a male standing frontally, wearing a tunic a mantle and boots. 
A lunar crescent behind his shoulders. He holds a staff with a globular 
finial and his right hand makes a distinctive two-fingered gesture. He is 
usually armed with a sword which is missing on certain coins; 

(b) a male deity with crescent behind shoulders, holding a sceptre 
in left hand and callipers in right hand; 

(c) a male deity with crescent behind shoulders, holding a sword in 
left hand and a wreath in right hand; 

(d) a male deity with a crescent behind shoulders, and a sword in 
left hand, and a sceptre and a wreath in right hand; and 

(e) a female deity standing to left, nimbate and holding a cornu¬ 
copiae in both hands. 


(xiv) (a) Mao-Miiro : Coins of Huvishka, on their reverse have 
two male figures facing each other. The names of the two gods Mao 
and Miiro are written by the side of each god on a unique coin of 
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Huvishlca. A combination of solar and lunar emblems is depicted on 
Kanishka’s Reliquary fianking the emperor; Mao has a lunar crescent 
and holds a sword and a short staff. Miiro is radiate, and is armed 
with a sword; his right hand is in two fingered gesture. A diademed 
male deity to right has a crescent behind the shoulders and holds a 
sceptre bound with a fillet in the right hand, and has an elephant goad 
in his left hand. This deity is accompanied by another male deity, 
sun-god, who is radiate and has his right hand advanced and holds 
a sceptre bound with a fillet in his left hand. 

(xv) MiipO"Mtro, MeirOtMirro^ Mioro Miuro : Miiro is an 
Iranian Sun-god and appears on the copper coins of Kanishka and 
gold coins of Huvishka, in general, as a diademed standing male having 
a radiate nimbus; wearing a tunic, a mantle and short boots. He is 
armed with a short sword at left hip. In one variant, he carries a 
knobbed staff. 

Miiro represents ancient Indo-Iranian solar deity Mitra or 
Mithra or Mihira. Miiro is close to the Pahlavi form Mihr, On 
KushEna coins, this god is identical with the Greek god Helios. The 
legends are MIIPO, MIOPO, MIYPO etc. 

(xvi) MozdooanOj Mosdooano, Mozdah : Mozdooano is an 
Avestan name. It is the plural form of Mazdao. Mazdao is the author 
of the Mazdean religion. Mazdao is Abura Mazda and is also known as 
Ormazd, the Supreme Creator. The name Mozdooano appears to have 
been derived from Mazdah vano; Mazdah, the triumphant; and is the 
supreme deity ^ of the Zoroastrian-Iranian pantheon, and is considered 
to be the creator of heaven and earth and of all life. Vanma of Rgveda 
had his Avestan counter-part in Ahura Mazda. He appears on the 
coins of Kanishka with the Greek legend reading MAZDOHANO. On 
Kushana coins Ahura Mazda has his earliest anthropomorphic 
representation. 

This deity is represented, as an equestrian male facing right 
and riding a two headed horse. He is bearded and wears a forward 
pointing hat similar to Phry^an cap. His hair is in the form of a small 
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Parthian bun at the back of the neck. He carries a scarf over his 
arm, and carries a long staff with a single ring near its top. His foot is 
covered with a heavy boot or a cloth and points downward. 

(xvi) (a) Woromozdo : or Ahura Mazdah is represented on 
the coins of Huvishka. The legend reads WOROMOZDO, which is 
close to HORMOZDO or Ahura Mazdah. This deity is shown as a 
bearded male standing to left, nimbate. He holds a pole in his left 
hand and a wreath in his right hand. 

(xvii) Nana : The name is found on Kushana gold and copper 
coins in different forms, viz, Nana, Nanaia, Nanapao, Paonana, 
Nano etc. Nana is a composite nature goddess holding a sceptre and 
has a crescent on her forehead. Nana is a common deity appearing 
on the coins of Kushanas and is represented, in general, as : 

A haloed female dressed in a long robe and appears as both standing 
or sitting, She holds a staff ending with protome of horse or stag, and a 
bowl(?). Diademed, and atop her head is a prominent lunar crescent. On 
coins of Vasudeva, a new monogram is added. 

(xvii) (a) Nanaia : Nana called as Nanaia in the western 
version and Nana in the eastern version, is a composite nature goddess, 
also known as Artemis, the huntress, drawing an arrow from her 
quiver. At times equated with Iranian goddess Anahita, she is the 
goddess of fertility who makes the seed of all males pure. She is also 
a goddess of war, when she rides a chariot drawn by four horses. She 
can best be described as the goddess of vegetation, fertile water, 
generation and birth. 

On some gold coins of Huvishka, the goddess Nanaia is associa¬ 
ted with Siva on reverse; she appears as a consort of Siva, like Uma, 
another consort appearing on some of his coins. 

(xvii) (b) Nanapao^ Nanashao : Shao means a ruler and 
Nana here has the epithet of a ruler. Appearing both on the coins of 
Kanishka and Huvishka, this goddess is similar to Nana, described 
above. 
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(xvii) (c) Puomna\ Shaomna : Nana as a king and with the 
legend Shaonana is represented only on the coins of Huvishka and 
is similar to Nana, mentioned above. 

(xviii) Oado = Vada or Vdta ; In Sanskrit Vdia means, wind and 
the Persian word bad has a similar meaning. Oado is equated with the 
wind-god. Oado, the wind-god had derivation from the Avestan god 
Vdta which in t urn is derived from Vdta a god mentioned in the Ugveda. 
He appears as runm’ng on the copper [coins ofiKanishka. He is 
shown as; 


(a) a male bearded figure runnmg lo left; a large cap; floats behind 
and around bim; bis head is radiate; 

(b) similar to (a) above, except that the figure is stockier aad lacks the 
super-natural radiations. 

(xbt) Oamnda=Oanlndo : Oanindo is a female goddess of 
victory holding a wreath and a sceptre. This goddess is derived from 
the classical Nike, genius of victorious supremacy, iong well known to 
GrecO'Bactrian, Indo-Greek, and Saka coins. Her name is close to 
Avcstic Vanainti (Uparatat). Only coins of Huvishka have representa¬ 
tion of this goddess, as a standing winged female figure; nimbate or 
otherwise holding a comucopiae or a staff and a circlet with ribbons. 
She wears a classical dress. 

(xx) Oaxsho : Oaxsho is an aquatic deity and probably is the 
god of the river Oxus. His form is reminiscent of the Poseidon coins 
of Maues. He appears only on the coins of Huvishka as a male deity 
standing facing left. He is diademed and has a nimbus and is 
bearded(?). In the left hand holds a large fork-tailed fish and has a 
staff in the right hand. 

(xxi) Orlagno or Osblagno : Orlagno as a god is the personi¬ 
fication of victory and is an older form of the Pahlavi Varahran or 
Vrithragna derived from Vntraha of the Vedas. He is the national lord 
of Iranians in arms who was the irresistible. He was called Baro- 
hvareno or bearing royal glory. He was worshipped by martial classes 
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and was known as god of victories during the Sassanian period. As a 
war god he holds a spear and a sword, and appears on the coins of 
Kanishka only, as diademed male standing frontally and wearing Indo- 
Scythian dress. He has a bird in his headdress with extremely long 
wings. He carries a spear in his left hand and a sword with bird like 
hilt. 


(xxii) Pharro or Pharo : Pharro appears to correspond to 
the Persian word farr. Pharro personifies the Khvareno, the Iranian 
concept of the glory and legitimacy of kings. He bestows fire in a 
vessel of flames and has wealth in a purse. He appears on a Gandhara 
sculpture and a Kushana seal, also. The winged hat and flaming 
shoulders closely resemble those found on the coins representing 
Orlagno and Athsho, respectively. He holds fire, a sceptre, a sword 
etc. Pharro is represented on the coins both of Kanishka and 
Huvishka, in general, as a male standing frontally with his head in 
profile to right and wearing an armoured tunic, a mantle, low boots, 
and a helmet with small wing ornament over forehead. He holds a 
spear or a staff or hilt of sword; a bowl against chest. He is diademed 
and proffers a torque or circle with fluttering ribbons or a purse or fire. 
He has wings in his head-dress. 

(xxiii) Rishno or Rishto : Rishno could be compared to the 
Avestan deity, Rashnu a personification of righteousness, who best 
wards oflT the foe as an attendant of Mithra. The Avestan Rosnu is a 
male and is comparable to Kdrttikeya. Another possible comparison 
could be with Kushana Shaoreoro. This coin type is similar to some 
of the standing Pallas Athene figures on earlier coins of this region. 
However, the figure of Riom, shows an impersonation of the great city 
of Rome. She was presented in the temples of Rome and in reality 
was the genius of the city of Rome and was worshipped as such from 
early times. 

Appearing on a rare variety of gold coins of Huvishka, 
this goddess appears as standing and wearing a crested helmet, 
having armour and a long chiton. She holds a spear and a 
shield. 
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(xxiv) Shaoreoro : Shaoreoro is represented only on the 
coins of Huvishka. He is both the genius of imperial might and the 
god of metal Stein has equated him with the Avestic name Kshathra 
Vairya meaning Perfect Rule or Desirable Kingdom. The name 
otherwise resembles the Pahlavi name Shahrevar* who presides over 
metals and is the giver of wealth. He could be identical with Kubera, 
even though, he is shown on the coins, as: 


A male standing dressed in Roman mailed skirt, a cuirass, and a 
crested helmet He is occasionally nimbate. Me holds spear and n shield 
or a sword with his left band resting on the ground 


(xxv) Zero : This goddess found represented on the gold coins 
of Huvishka has been variously spelt as Ziro, Zero. Its Iranian equiva¬ 
lent may be found in Zahra or Venus. Stein had read the legend as 
Teiro, having association with Trr, the fourth Zoroastrian month, Tir 
means an arrow. He identifies the deity with the Persian deity Tishttya. 
The goddess is represented, as: 

A female figure standing facing right, and bolding a contpound bow 
in the left hand and drawing an arrow from a quiver with the right hand. 
She IS clad m a long chiton and bimation She can be compared to Greek 
Artemis, as the goddess is armed with bow and quiver. 


c. Indian Deities 

(xxvi) Boddo : Boddo or the Buddha has been represented on 
gold and copper coins of Kanishka. The Buddha has been represented 
in various postures on these coins. He appears standing as well as 
seated. When his right hand is advanced he is in the act of blessing or 
\arada mudra. In vyakhyana-mudrd^ he appears standing in gesture of 
explaining or preaching. A gold statue in the British Museum shows 
the seated Buddha, with his right hand on his breast, making the 
posture of argument or vitarka-mudra. On some of the coins the seated 
Buddha, has his two hands joined together upon his breast, in dharma- 
chakra pra\artana mudra. He is also seen seated cross-legged on a sort 
of a throne, in maharajdsana. 
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The dress of the Buddha is shown prominently in three pieces, 
viz., the antaravdsaka or the lower garment which hangs down to the 
ankles and is gathered round the loins with a girdle; the uttarasanga 
or the upper garment which covers the breast and shoulders and the 
samghdli or a cloak worn over the two under garments. The garment 
folds obscure the sense of the underlying forms of the body and the 
samghdii folds about the neck in a heavy collar like fashion. His 
ushnisha and itrna are prominent. 

A coin found in the reliquary deposit of the stupa of Ahin- 
posh, near Jalalabad, Pakistan, depicts the Buddha, as : 

A male standing facing, with a nimbus about his head and an 
aureole about body. He has a prominent ushnisha and has elongated 
ears and holds the lap of samghdti, in his left hand. His right hand is 
probably in abhaya mudra. His face is worn out. 


It is unmistakably an image of the Buddha on Kushana coins. 
These coins are the earliest known artistic representation of the Buddha. 

The Bactrian legend in Greek characters, on the reverse of 
the coins can now be read more confidently with the help of a few newly 
noticed pieces. The portion of the legend to the right of the seated 
figure can be deciphered to interpret as Boddo. 

(xxvi) (a) Sakamano Bosdo : The Buddha has been represented 
on copper coins of Kanishka as Sakyaniuni Buddha, as evident from 
the legend, as ; 

A male standing facing having a nimbus. His garments reveal the 
underlying structure of his body. Legend starts form 11.00. -The Buddha 
here is particularized as Sakyarauni. 

(xxvi) (b) Bago Bosdo : A copper coin of Kanishka shows 
Buddha seated in padmasana with his right hand in abhaya mudra. The 
legend indicates, “Buddha, the deity.” Could the legend mean bhagavat 
in Sanskrit ? 
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(\xvii) Maachno^Maaseno : Maaseno or Mahasena is an 
epithet of Kdrttfkeya^ the Hindu war-god, who is also known as Skanda^ 
Kumara or Visakha and Subrahmanya. He is the son of Siva, who is 
often represented on the Kushana coins. Mahasena represented only 
on the coins of Huvishka appears as a war god, holding a standard 
with a sword, as; 

A standing male having a nimbus and wearing a tunic, a mantle. He 
has a short sword on his left hip. He carries m his right hand a standard 
with a bird, finial and ribbons. 

(xxviii) OkpO'Oesho : Oesho or J§iva the most prominent 
brahmanical deity represented on the coins of the Kushanas especially 
Vima Kadphises, Kanishka, Huvishka and Vasudeva is depicted on 
the coins, in general, as: 

A male, having one or three heads standing frontally and holding a 
trident, drum or ^ajra, or a wheel with six spokes, a vase and an ankusa. 
He also holds horns of a mfiga (or an antelope). He is nirobale and has 
distinct ushnislia. He wears a sacred thread, a string of beads or amulets 
over left shoulder, and has a lunar crescent. 

Coins of Vima do not label the god, but being analogous 
with the inscribed types of his successors, he is safely identified as 
Oesho, that is Siva, more so as the bull on all the coins substantiates 
this identification. On some of the coins tongue of flame arises from 
his head, as they do from the shoulder of the king on the obverse and, 
therefore, suggests that both the king and the deity share the same 
divine energy or power, possibly as tejas. The flaming head motif is 
repeated in representation of Siva on the early issues of the Mitra kings 
of Panchdla. On the coins of Vasudeva II, a unique kind of radiance 
appears about the head of the deity in the Kushario-Sassanian coins, 
the head of Oesho definitely produces flames. 

(xxviii) (a) OeshchNana : Siva is represented with his bull on 
the coins of Kujula Kadphises; on the coins of Vima Kadphises, he in 
general, has one head and two arms alongwith his other attributes; on 
the coins of Kanishka, he has only one head but four arms, at times, 
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as well. He is having three heads with four arms on a number of coins 
of Huvishka. On the coins of Vasudeva he has three heads but two 
arms. §iva is always represented as standing. This rare type available 
on coins only of Huvishka establishes Nana as a consort of Siva, and 
is represented, as: 

A four-armed deity standing enface; on the right half of the coin, a 
figure in profile holds a bo\v(?) and has the legend Nana. Oesho or 
the figure of Siva holds no visible attributes. 

(xxviii) (b) Oesho-Ommo : A few coins have on the reverse 
Siva alongwith his consort Uma, whose name appears in the accompa¬ 
nying legend, as Ommo. Siva with Uma was introduced by Huvishka 
on his coins. These coins demonstrate the remarkable range of 
Kushana religious syncretism. Worship of Uma predates the Kushana 
period, however, these unique coins would be the only instance of her 
symbolic appearance. She is represented as: 

Two deities facing each other shown as Oesho on the right and robed 
female holding flower, on the left, with the lenged OMMO. 

(xxix) Skando, Komaro (Maasena), Bizogo : In ^aivism the 
war-god who was son of l§iva, is variously known as Skanda, Kumara, 
Visakha and Mahasena. He was also known as Karttikeya but 
this name as well as the name Subrahmanya does not apper on the 
coins of the Kushanas. These deities are represented on the coins of 
Huvishka only, in general, as : 

Two male figures stand frontally, looking at each other, on a small 
plinth. On left is Bizago, holding a trident in left hand and the right 
hand on the hip. He has a sword at left hip and a large jewel at chest. 
He wears a dhoti. Skando-Komaro, similarly garbed, holds a staff with 
knob and finial. Monograms 

(b) A coin of Skanda-Kumara-Visakha type, also of Huvishka, 

shows: 


Obverse. Bust of the king facing left, emerging from cloud; wearing 
round jewelled helmet; holding sceptre in the right and leaf of corn 
in the left hand. Legend around beginning at VII and ending at V; 
SHAONANO SHAO OOSHKI KOSHANO 
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Jieverse : Two male figures standing facing each other both nlmbatc. 
The 6gure on the hft wears dtiott, headdress, necklace, armlet and wristlet, 
club igadd) at the waist and holds a long slafT surmounted fay nandxpada 
(may be trliula). The figure on the right is bare headed, wearing, dhoti 
necklace and wristlets, right hand akimbo, holding trliula in the left 
hand and having a club igadd) at the waist. 

Both the figures are standing on some ornamented pedestal and m 
between them is a symbol. Legend to the left of the figure in two lines, 
one below the other, is CKANDO KOMAPO (the letter M between 
the heads of the two gods), to the right of the right figure BlZAfO, 
The coin is similar to a coin in the British Museum, A similar com 
is in the cabinet of Patna XJniversity. 

(c) Quarter dinars have similar representation except that Skando- 
Komaro bolds his two hands on hips. 

(d) Skando-Koraaro, Massena, Bizago. Three male figures standing 
on a double plinth. Mahasena frontally stands in the centre flanked 
on two sides by Skando-Komaro and Bizago. 


Ambiguous Types 

A few types of the coins of Huvishka show decline in their 
minting during his reign. These coin types are an evidence of misun¬ 
derstanding the symbolic idiom or of utter carelessness. In certain cases 
it is not clear whether the type repeats the old type in a new form or is 
representing altogether a new deity. These ambiguous types arc : 

(i) a crude representation of Oesho as four armed figure with a 
meaningless legend. 

(ii) representation of Ardoxsho but the accompanying legend reads as 
Milhra*Mioro. 

(ui) representation of Ardoxsho labclfcd as Mao. 

(iv) representation of Nana with the legend Odiio. 

(v) a com now in the British Museum with the legend Maeccope. 

(vi) representation of Ganc£a on a copper coin of Huvishka but the 
deity is holding a long bow showing him as an archer. 

(\ii) a copper coin having the legend in cursive Greek as Oosna shows 
the figure of a deity who could possibly be identified with Visbiju, though 
none of the attributes of this god are depicted on this com. 
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I. GENERAL 

Bi~metallic coinage of gold and copper of Kushanas is exten¬ 
sively available even this day. The gold and copper coins of the 
Imperial Kushanas were struck in a range of distinct denominations 
which formed a clear and logical monetary system. Though the fully 
developed Kushana coinage contained many important and novel 
features introduced by Vima Kadphises, it seems to have been based, 
in part at least, on earlier patterns and models. 

Introduction of gold coinage by Vima Kadphises in the vast 
and extensive territories of the Indian sub-continent ruled by him is 
related to and possibly was a consequence of the influx of Roman gold 
through trade and commerce. India’s trading activities with the Roman 
empire, reached their zenith from the period of Augustine to Nero. 
An important factor for this great spurt in Indo-Roman commerce was 
the great demand of luxury goods from India by the Roman aristocrats. 
Most probably, the beginning, the zenith and decline in Indo-Roman 
trade resulted in growth and decay of the Kushana gold-coinage. 

Vima Kadphises had introduced Kushana gold coins. The 
coins of Vima were known as dinar or Roman denarius aureus. As 
the Kushana gold dinar has approximately the same size and weight as 
the Roman gold aureus, the introduction of the denomination by 
Vima Kadphises may well have been suggested by the Roman gold 
coin. The average weight of a dinar is 122.6 grains or about 7.970 
grammes. On the other hand, weight of a Roman aurei is 122.9 
grains. As such, these can be related to each other. Other varieties 
of Kushana gold coins are either double in weight i.e., 246 grains or 
just one quarter of the weight of such a dinar, i.e., about 30 grains. A 
number of quarter dinars of Kushanas have been found. 
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The fully developed denominational system of Vima Kadphises 
did not survive unchanged. Due to a certain degree of inflation, the 
real values of the various denominations had decreased and the gold 
coinage was increasingly debased, and copper denomination progressi¬ 
vely reduced in weight to keep pace with the economic developments. 
Some of these changes in the weight standard of coins can give 
invaluable evidence for the chronological sequence of distinct 
issues. 


The weight of the gold coins of the Kushanas had almost 
remained constant. However, there was a tendency to reduce slowly, 
the percentage of pure gold content in Kushana coins. The rate of 
reduction is so imperceptible that a view put forth by some scholars 
that gold coins (even copper coins) of Huvishka should be assigned on 
the basis of their weight alone to two different kings of that name, is 
not acceptable. Weight of the Kushana gold coins after Vasudeva I 
had remained almost constant very near the imperial monetary standard. 
But, gradually a decline followed in the standard as the quality of the 
metal deteriorated more and more. 

.There are important differences between the Roman and the 
Kushana gold coinage. The Kushana dinar did not precisely copy the 
weight standard of the current Roman aureus; the Kushana authorities 
solved their economic difficulties by slightly debasing their coins, but 
maintaining the weight standard; the Romans, however progressively 
reduced the weight standard. There was never any exact parity 
between the Roman aureus and the Kushana dinar. 

The successors of the Kushanas had instead gone ahead with 
the reduction of gold content in their coins at a faster speed. Paucity 
of gold and its price might have been two important factors in this 
direction. 

Alexandar Cunningham had long back showed that the average 
weight of the full denomination of gold pieces of Vima Kadphises, 
Kam'shka, Huvishka and Vasudeva I was about 123 grains. His 
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results were: 

(a) 19 dinars of Vima Kadphises average weight 122.21 grains 

(b) 21 dinars of Kzmshk& ” 122.10 grains 

(c) 18 of Huvishka ” 122.16 grains 

(d) 21 dinars of Vasudeva I ” 123.03 grains 


The small quarter dinars of these four kings weigh 30.8 grains, 
on an average. 

The double dinars had weighed on an average, on the lowest 
limit at 237.6 grains and at the highest limit at 246.1 grains. 

Gold coins of the Imperial Kushanas may be divided into 
three classes according to their average weight, as : 

(a) Double dinar 246.4 grains. 

(b) dinar 123 2 grains. 

(c) Quarter dinar 30.8 grains. 

Only few quarter dinar of Vima Kadphises have, so far, been 
discovered. Quarter dinars of the Kushanas in weight range from the 
lowest limit of 27 grains to the highest limit of 30.8 grains. However, 
most of the quarter dinars weigh more than 30 grains. 

Only a few double-dinars were issued by Vima Kadphises. 
Their weight ranges between 237.6 grains to 246.1 grains. 

Dinars issued by Vima Kadphises range in weight from 119.0 
grains to 123.3 grains. The weight of dinars issued by Kanishka ranges 
from 109.2 grains (Boddo type) to 123.4 grains. In case of Huvlshka, 
these dinars range in weight from 119.3 grains to 125 grains (Mahasena 
type). The weight of dinars issued by Huvlshka ranges from 122.3 
grains to 124.7 grains. Therefore, the lowest limit appears to be 109.2 
grains and the highest limit is 125 grains. Average may be fixed at 
123 grains. Average weight of a Kushana dinar was much below the 
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weight of an Attic standard weighing little over 130 grains. An 
examination of the weights of Roman aurei and, Kushana dinars shows 
no precise correspondence between the two coinages. It appears that 
standard of the Kushana dinars was determined by relative value of 
gold and silver during their time. 

Kushana and Roman coins seem to have been exchanged 
principally in large scale commercial transactions of international 
trade, but perhaps, these were never side by side in circulation in the 
same or adjacent territories. 


II. COIN-DENOMINATIONS 

Dinar: The use of the Roman word *Dmerius' in its form 
dinar in early Indian inscriptions is well known. In the Rajatarangini 
while referring to Tormana, Brihaspati and Katyayana in their 
Smritis refer to a dinar or a suvwnfl. The Gupta gold coins have been 
referred to as dinars in inscriptions. Therefore, later Kushana coins 
which were precursors of Gupta coins were known by the name 
dinar. 


Kushana : The word Kushana has also been used as a coin- 
denomination. In the Nasik inscription of Ushavadata, son-in-law of 
Kshatrapa Nahapana, an investment is traded as providing for some 
resident monks with Kusana-mula. Here, it refers to the gold coins of 
Kushana Emperors, 

Suvarim: Suvarnot a famous term for gold coins, was known 
long before the advent of the Kushanas in India. 

Ndnaka : Ydjhavalkya Smriti refers to ndnaka also, as a coin- 
denomination. A commentator on this snifUi writes that Ndn^a 
denotes a coin with Ndud as their cognisance (Nanak tanka). Kushana 
coins upto the reign of Vasudeva I had Nana invariably as one of their 
deities. 
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Keddra : Jayaditya, author of Kdsikd refers to the word keddra. 
Could keddra of Kdsika be the same as Kiddra of the little Yueh-chih 
or Kiddra of Kiddra Kushdna coins. Perhaps Kiddra is a coin¬ 
denomination named after the Elidara dynasty. 


III. WEIGHT STANDARD OF COPPER COINS 

Immediately preceding the Kushanas, the silver coinage had 
suffered a serious debasement and, therefore, silver coinage was 
replaced, in quantum, by copper coinage. A very large number of 
copper coins were issued by the Kushana rulers, with variations in 
their weight. From their study, Kushana copper coins may be divided 
into three categories on the basis of their average weight: 


(a) Coins weighing 260 grains=one paria of 28 wSshSs; 

(b) Coins weighing 130 grains=l/2 pana of 14 mashas; and 

(c) Coins weighing 65 grains = 1/4 papa of 7 mashas. 

The unit of a copper coin in ancient India was called a pana 
and according to Manusmriti its weight like a suvarna or a gold coin was 
144 grains or ijmshds or rattis. Normal weight of a pana was only 80 
rattis. But sometimes, the weight of a pana might have even been 
more upto 100 rattis or 16 mdshds. Several coins struck by the Kus¬ 
hanas weigh from 240 to 260 grains i.e. about 26 to 28 mdshds. The 
Agiti Purdna refers to a pana of 24 mdshds. Variations in weight in 
each division of copper coins are generally explained as due to 
carelessness on the part of the mint authority. 

Vima Kadphises also had introduced large copper coins and 
their sub-divisions constituted a uniform copper coinage throughout 
the Kushana kingdom. The weight standard of the Kushana copper 
denominations is not unrelated to that of some of the earlier coinages 
of north west India and Bactria. The three types of these copper 
coins were mainly large copper coins of about 17 grammes; a half of it 
of about 8 grammes or the medium; and the smalls of about 4 grammes. 
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The large copper coins of Huvishka cover a surprisingly wide range, 
though these can be arranged into three distinct groups. 

Copper coins of Vima are of three varieties known as large, 
middle and small. Between the rule of Vima and Vasudeva T, weight 
of copper tetradrachms was slightly reduced. Kanishka while slightly 
reducing the weight of a copper tctradrachm had added a hemi-drachm 
to the series of copper coinage. Huvishka in his earliest issues followed 
the weight standard of the coins of Kanishka, striking copper tetradr¬ 
achms of 15 to 16 grammes. Copper coins of Vasudeva I were struck 
on a still lower standard of 9 to 10 grammes. Neither Huvishka nor 
Vasudeva I had struck copper hemi-drachms. 

The weight of the better preserved coins of Vasudeva I, mostly 
fall between 7 and 10 grammes. The weight standard of Vima Kadphises 
was retained. 

The Kushanas may be given the credit for adjusting the weight 
of their copper currency to the changing ratio between gold and copper. 
Perhaps, their value was determined by gold standard, which came into 
use from the time of Vima Kadphises. The gradual reduction in the 
intrinsic value of gold in their coinage and the progressive reduction of 
the weight of their tetradrachms may be considered as the monetary 
policy of the Imperial Kushanas designed to solve some economic 
problems faced by them. 



CHAPTER FIVE 


MONOGRAMS ON KUSHANA COINS 


I. GENERAL 

Coins of the Kushanas have a series of marks^ variously 
called as monograms or symbols etc., which have neither been read 
nor interpreted, so far, and therefore, present an interesting problem. 
Once, interpreted and read, these will impart real valuable information. 
Their constant recurrence during successive reigns, signifies their 
importance not only to the people who used them, but also to those 
who had struck them and had issued them, on behalf of their over- 
lord monarch. Their real purpose has not been guessed, as yet. It is 
impossible to be sure that valuable information will not some day be 
found from them. These marks have variously been interpreted as: 

(a) mint marks; 

(b) ornaments; 

(c) space filling devices; 

(d) auspicious signs; 

(e) monograms; and 

(f) dates, etc. 

The symbols on the coins of Imperial Kushanas cannot possibly 
be explained as dates. The symbols are not composed of letters. 
Cunningham had even ventured to suggest a total absence of mono¬ 
grams on the coins of Kushanas. Except a few designs like three¬ 
pronged symbol, nandipada symbol, svastika etc., none of these symbols 
is known to represent any auspicious or religious mark. The symbols 
are neither used for the purpose of filling space, as they apparently do 
nor fit in the coin-designs. 


^ See the Chart of Monograms 
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These symbols were not mint marks. Had these stood for the 
names of different mints? Even this idea lacks corroboration on a 
comprehensive study of the find spots of th c coins of Imperial Kushanas 
both in Bactria and the Indian sub-continent. Probably, these mono¬ 
grams and symbols had not represented particular mints, nor were 
symbols of mint masters. Some of the symbols are common to the 
coins of Kushanas and the Guptas, who on the other hand were not 
contemporaries. 

The symbols are basically composed of prints, lines and circles. 
The symbols appearing on the coins of Imperial Kushagas have to be 
taken, on the whole, as royal insignia or special marks adopted for 
different "purposes and on different occasions by the kings. These are 
varied forms of one basic syrabol. 

An analysis of these symbols shows frequent association of a 
symbol with a particular monarch. These symbols, thus have to be 
named according to their association with a ruler. For example, the 
nandtpada symbol is found on the coins of Vima Kadphises who was a 
devotee of Siva. This symbol is supposed to be a component of the 
foot print of a mndi, the mount of iSiva, and inis/a (trident) which 
was Siva’s attribute. It occurs rarely on some coins of Kujula 
Kadphises. The different forms of one genetic symbol, occur on the 
coins of Vima Kadphises, Kanisbka, Huvishka, and Vasudeva I. For 
reason of such an association, a symbol is associated with a king and 
according to his name is called as Kadphises symbol* Soter Megas 
symbol, Kanishka symbol, Huvishka symbol or Vasudeva symbol etc. 

It is true that two or more letters forming one design are not 
found on the Kushana coins. One, two or more letters, either in 
Kharoshihi or Brahml script are found on early and later Kushana 
coins. The value of these letters is not known. 

4 

A f cw writers like Whitehead and Smith have accepted these 
marks as monograms. These marks do not look like any sign formed by 
one or two recognisable letters. An exception may be tlic Kharosh{hi 
vowel O found on some coins of Kujula Kadphises, It is not possible 
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to trace out any letter in other designs. 

It is very difficult to assign a motive for representation of such, 
marks on Kushana coins. The marks found on the coins of Vima 
Kadphises are found also on the coins of Kanishka. The same mark 
is also found on some of the coins of Huvishka. This mark goes 
through a minor transformation and becomes the special mark of 
Huvishka and is commonly found on his coins. The characteristic 
feature of the Huvishka mark is the horizontal bar which passes 
through the stem. The Huvishka mark is also found on some coins 
of Vasudeva 1. Gradually the mark is transformed into Vasudeva mark 
differentiating it from the Huvishka symbol in regard to the lower part 

The marks show a trend of development from their original 
form to their final adaptation. These symbols help to confirm the 
genealog}' of Kushana rulers. Changes in the Kushana coin symbols 
of different kings, has a bearing on the chronology of the Imperial 
Kushanas. Some symbols on Kushana coins may have been significant 
as hereditary marks, conveying a genealogical notation similar to that 
of mediaeval heraldry, A symbo 1 on the coins of Vima Kadphises, 
appears on the coins of Kanishka, and indicates that the latter w'as 
probably the heir and the eldest son of the former. Huvishka is thought 
to have been a younger son of Kanishka and brother of Vajheshka. 
His symbol bears a horizontal bar across the stem. The symbol on the 
coins of V^udeva I, also contains a horizontal bar but differs in its 
lower portion. Perhaps, Vasudeva I was the younger son of Huvishka. 

The Vasudeva I symbol was copied by the die engravers of the 
reigns of Kam'shka III, Vasudeva 11, Saka-king Sita and the early 
Sassanian rulers, 

n. KUJULA KADPHISES 

On reverse of the ‘Bust of Hermaeus and Herakles’ type of 
coins of Kujula Kadphises are found Kharoshthi letters, v/z., O, Sam, Bu 
and Pa. On obverse of “BuU and Camel” type are found’ Kharoshthi 
syllable ^Sasam" and a Kharoshthi letter tra; on reverse of king 
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(Buddha) and Zeus type is found the KIiarosh{hl letter pu to left in 
the field. 

Kharosh(hi letter pa or pii could indicate Piishkalavatl, one of 
the mint cities of Kushana times. 


HI. VIMA KADPHISES 

Nandtpada and Kadphises symbol are found on the coins of 
Vima Kadphises. “Enthroned king and Siva type” coins have the 
Kadphises symbol on obverse and a nandipada on reverse. On the 
reverse of “Half length figure and Siva type”» both these symbols are 
found side by side. Similarly, the reverse of “Head in front and 
trident with battle axe type” has both the symbols side by side. 
Obverse of the coins of “King at altar and Siva" type has the Kadphises 
symbol and reverse has the nandipada symbol. 


IV. SOTER MEGAS 

On both the obverse and reverse of the coins of Soler Megas 
is the symbol generally known as the Soter Megas symbol. 


V. KANISHKA I 

Kadphises symbol is found on reverse of all the coins of 
Km&bVa. ^ tbs. <jw 

reverse of the coins of “King at altar and Siva” type. 


VI. HUVISHKA 

A slightly modified form of the Kadphises symbol is found on 
the coins of Huvishka. The dilTerence between the Kadpluses symbol 
and the Huvishka symbol is a horizontal bar placed across the stem in 
the Huvishka symbol, which is absent in the Kadphises symbol. 
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On the reverse of the coins of “half length figure of king and 
deity” are found the Huvishka symbol and coins like ‘Elephant rider’ 
type have similar symbols. A few coins have nandipada symbol along- 
with the Huviska symbol. 

On some coins of ‘King reclining on couch’ type occur the 
Huvishka s5'mbol by the side of the Kadphises symbol. On reverse of 
the coins of ‘Cross-legged king and deity’ type is found the Kadphises 
symbol. On reverse of the coins of ‘King seated with both arms 
raised’ type occurs a variant of the Huvishka symbol. 


VII. VASUDEVA I 

The Vasudeva symbol also has the horizontal bar across the 
stem, but is different in its lower portion. Vasudeva symbol invariably 
appears on ‘King at altar and Siva’ type of gold coins of Vasudeva I. 
Some coins have a slight variation in the lower part of their device. 
On the obverse of some coins is found the nandipada symbol. On the 
reverse of some coins is a symbol having slight modification of the 
Huvishka symbol which is also found on the coins of Huvishka himself. 

Copper coins of the type, ‘King at altar and Siva’ bear both on 
the obverse and reverse the Huvishka symbol. Some of the copper 
coins on their obverse have a variant of the Vasudeva symbol. 


VIII. VASUDEVA I AND HIS SUCCESSORS 

The reverse of the coins of Kanishka III have Brahmi letters, 
tha, ni and a variety of symbols. A coin bearing the legend Vasu has 
the Vasudeva symbol on the reverse. 

The svastika symbol is generally seen on the obverse of the 
Kushano-Sassanian coins. The triratna symbol or dharmachakra 
symbol is also used sometimes. The svastika sign is generally found 
between the king’s feet and other symbols to the right. 



CHAPTER SIX 

kushAna silver coinage 


I GENERAL 

We know of a very large number of gold and copper coins 
of the Kushanas, silver coins attributable to them are negligible 
in number. Silver was widely known for minting coins in the ancient 
period, but paucity of silver Kushana coins is an enigma. A small 
number of known specimens of silver coins of Kushanas should not 
indicate them as modern or ancient forgeries. The finds of Kushana 
silver pieces are gradually, though very slowly, increasing in number. 

Silver coins were very popular before Vima Kadpbises and 
gold coins were rare, whether struck by kings of foreign origin, or by 
local kings, but as an anti thesis the Kushanas and Guptas bad gold as 
the popular medium for striking coins and their silver coins are rarely 
found Surprisingly, Sakas of Ujjain and western India, had issued 
only silver coins, Roman contacts and India’s trade relations with the 
western countries and an analysis of internal and external sources of 
gold and silver, had determined the use of metal for coinage. 

The paucity of known silver coins cannot be due to shortage 
of silver. It appears from the Hou Han-shu that Shen-tu i e , the 
lower Indus country, controlled by the Ta Yueh-Chih, i>., KushSnas 
produced gold and silver. The Kushanas were in a position to secure 
silver from mines in the territories now included in Afghanistan, 
the Punjab, Haryana and Raj'asthan. 

However, the silver coins must have been struck following some 
metrological norm. It appears that at the time of the advent of the 
Imperial Kushanas in the Indian sub-continent, three types of silver 
coin specimens were in circulation in different territories which were 
later annexed to the Kushapa territories. These were : 
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1 . the Scytho-Parthian drachm 

2 . the indigenous purana and 

3. the imported Roman denarius. ^ 

It appears that at the time of the reformation of Kushana 
coinage mint masters of Vima Kadphises introduced a composite 
weight standard for the silver coinage, based on the current drachm, 
puram weight system and on the actual weights of the current 
denarius. 

In this weight system, one drachm or dramma having the 
theoretical weight of about 43.2 grains or 2.798 grammes, could be 
taken as a tripada-purana. A purana had the theoretical weight of 
about 57.6 grains or 3.732 grammes, A didrachm could be considered 
as a adhyardha-purdna or kdrshdpana, Le., one and half purana or silver 
karshdpana, A purana was one and one fourth dramma. 

The exact nomenclature of the standard silver coins is not 
known, but, they could have been named as drachm or dramma, 
kahapana (karshdpana) or purana. Stylistically, the silver pieces of the 
Kushanas of the post reform period, can be compared with their gold 
coins. The obverse devices of these silver coins were based on the art 
of the Bactrian^school, and the reverse devices indicate mainly the 
characteristics of Bactrian, Gandhara and Mathura schools. These 
were the products of Kushana imperial art having a predominance of 
Bactrian elements. 

The deities on these pieces, like Siva, with or without bull, 
Oesho with Nana and Sun God (Mioro=Mihira) bear almost the same 
stylistic and iconographic features or can be noticed in their numerous 
representations on their gold coins. 

The Kushana silver coins constituted a restricted currency and 
probably served only as provincial coinage. The paucity of Kushana 
silver coins can be found in the territorial and utilitarian aspects of 
their monetary policy. Perhaps, a large number of local silver coins 
could have been in circulation, therefore, the Kushanas might not 
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have felt the necessity and utility of issuing great number of silver 
coins especially when they might have planned not to have a regular 
silver coinage for the whole empire. 

II EARLIEST KUSHANA SILVER COINAGE 

The name of Miaos is found on a large number of silver coins. 
Who was this Miaos? He is considered to have reigned before the 
Kushana monarch Kujula Kadphises. Miaos appears to have flourished 
before the advent of the Imperial Kushanas, Miaos, the earliest known 
Kushana king or Governor had struck silver coins. These stiver coins 
were struck before the commencement of copper or gold series of 
Kushana coins. His coins appear to have been made of good silver and 
minted from dies following the hammer, punch and anvil process. The 
origin of the coins of Miaos should be attributed, at least in the present 
state of our knowledge, to a mint or minis in the Kuei-shuang or 
Kushana territory of Ta-hsia, which was situated somewhere between 
Badakhshan and Wakhan and to the north of Chitral The coins were 
die struck and followed the Attic weight standard. The same weight 
standard was followed when the so-called tri-drachms began to be 
struck in a part of Sogdiana, called north Bactrla by several Soviet 
scholars. 

The trading activities of the people of Ta-hsia should have 
helped the growth of the Miaos coinage as a regular currency of the 
area concerned. Imitation of his tetradrachms indicates popular 
demand of his coinage. With the extension of the Kushana power to 
the Yueh-chih territory, during the period of Miaos, his tridrachms 
began to be minted there. His tetradrachms might have come into 
circulation in that region. As a media of exchange, these were imported 
into the Kabul or Kao-pu region, and the reverse type of the tetradr¬ 
achms of Miaos influenced the coinage of the Indo-Parthian ruler 
Gondophares. 

Miaos, probably began to mint silver tetradrachms, and obols 
on Attic standard in the Kuei-shuang territory of Ta-hsia (eastern 
Bactria) Later after his conquest of a part of Sogdiana to the north 
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of the Oxus (which many Soviet scholars describe as Northern 
Bactria), he could have struck in that territory coins of lesser weight 
apparently to relate his coinage to a higher weight standard current 
there. 



The known varieties of his coins on the obverse display within 
reel and astragal border on the margin a bust portrait of a prince to 
right with receding forehead, long head and moustaches and wearing a 
diademed fellet around his head. It has the word kossanoii meaiung 
of Kossana or of Kushana. The Greek legend on the reverse can be 
reconstructed as : “Turannountos Miaos Sanab Kossanou.^’ 


The Greek legend on the reverse means: during the rule of the 
absolute ruler Miaos, the lord or king of Kushana, 

On another group of silver coins of Miaos, smaller in size and 
lighter in weight, are depicted on the obverse, a bust similar to that on 
the coins of the first group'and on the reverse appears a female figure 
or a male (?) figure standing to front with the upper part of the body 
and the head turned to right or proper left and having both hands half 
raised. The figure wears a short tunic and trousers. The Greek legend 
on the reverse reads Miaou on the right and on the left as (k)ossan; 
(k)oshsa?i, (Jc)oshano, and (ko)shsanou. 

The Attic weight standard had been adopted by the Bactrian 
Greeks for striking coins in Bactria to the north of the Hindu-Kush. 
The kingdom of Miaos lay to the north of the Hindu-Kush and incor¬ 
porated at least the Kuei-shuang area of Ta-hsia, which was the same 
or largely so as eastern Bactria. This region had been famihar with 
the Attic weight standard and therefore Miaos had followed the same 
standard. 
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III. SILVER COINS : KUJULA KADPHISES 

A few obols which are prototypes of the rude imitations of the 
obols of Eucratidcs I and weigh 11.2 grains or ,725 grammes, had been 
struck somewhere to the north of the Hindu Kush and also in the 
territories on the Oxus. These coins have the legend Oko, Ozoulo, or 
Zaoo Koozoulo etc., which may mean of Kujula, or yavuga Kujula. 
These coins can be attributed to Kujula Kadphiscs. 

These obols of Kujula were minted in Ta-hsia of eastern Bactria, 
to the south of the Kuei river (River Oxus), or in the Yueh*chih terri¬ 
tory to the north of that river or in western Bactria (around Bactria). 
Kujula had possessed all these regions to the north or north-west of the 
Hindu-kush. 

IV. SILVER COINS. VIMA KADPHISES 

The silver drachms of Vima Kadphises excavated at a Scytho- 
Parthian and early Kushana stratum at Sirkap, TaxiJa, suggest that the 
Imperial Kushanas had minted silver coins meant for circulation in the 
lower I ndus country. Perhaps, these were issued immediately after 
Vima’s conquest of the lower Indus country. 

The silver coins of Vima Kadphises appear to have been struck 
from dies. Due to defect in engraving the dies or in the process of 
minting, the legend on the known specimens are partly out of flan and 
the letters are not always well engraved. However, the bust of the 
king is well executed and looks like his portrait on his gold and good 
copper coins. The figure of Nike is engraved with skill and imagina¬ 
tion. The folds on her long semi-transparent drapery (chuon) are 
indicated by lines drawn artistically. The figure revealed from beneath 
the semi-transparent chiton, is well proportioned. Its posture imparts 
to it a sense of subtle movement. 

The sUver coins of Vima Kadphiscs yielded by the Sirkap 
excavations, offer numismatic corroboration to the statement oftheHou 
Han-shu, These coins struck on the model of a class of coins of the 
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group of Gondophares I and found together with them in a hoard, 
suggest that Vima Kadphises captured the lower Indus country from a 
successor of Gondophares L 

The intended full legend in Greek characters on the obverse 
can be constructed as : BASILEOS basileon MEG AS or (MEGALOS) 
OOEMO KAD {phises) and that in Kharoshthi on the reverse as: 
MAHARAJASA RAJATIRAJASA MAHATASA(?) KHUSHANASA VIMASA. 

These silver coins of the Taxila hoard have been attributed to a 
mint located somewhere in the lower Indus territory or modern Sind. 
This fact is supported by the find of a silver coin of Sapedana in the 
excavations at Saedpur stupa near Tando-Mahammed Khan in Sind. 

A silver coin, now in the British Museum which is die struck, 
shows a male figure sacrificing at an altar on the obverse and iSiva 
standing with his bull on the reverse. The legend on the obverse in 
Greek characters refers to OOEMO KADPHISES and the Kharoshthi 
inscription on the reverse refers to viMA KAPlSA. 

The outlines of the obverse and reverse figures are quite sharp 
and the edge of the coin is fairly even. The obverse bears the four 
pronged symbol noticeable on a large number of gold and copper 
coins of Vima Kadphises. 

V. SILVER COINS ; KANISHKA I 

Two silver coins of Kanishka I are known. One of which was 
unearthed in north Afghanistan^ the other one is in the cabinet of 
the Indian Museum, Calcutta. It is die struck but its provenance is 
not known. The obverse of this coin shows the king as standing to front 
with his face turned to left. He holds a spear in his half raised left hand 
and is throwing incense on an altar by his right hand. The Bactrian 
legend refers to Kanishka, On the reverse appears four-armed Siva 
standing to front, a four pronged symbol, and the legend Oesho. 


1 East and West, 1958, Vol. IX, p. 161 
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VI SILVER COINS. HUVISHKA 

Four silver coins of Huvishka are known. One of these belonged 
to the Cabinet of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
Bombay. Tiie obverse has a half length figure of the king and a 
Bactrian legend refers to him. Nana and Oesho with legends referr¬ 
ing to these deities and a four pronged symbol appear on the reverse. 

Two Sliver coins of Huvishka, weighing 32 grams, are in the 
Berlin Museum, On their obverse, three-quarter lenglit figure of king 
appears facing left, wearing a crested helmet, holding sort of a sceptre 
in right hand and an indistinct object in left hand. The seven Kharos- 
Af/ii letters on the obverse reading sha iatasva make no sense. The Greek 
legend reads: OESUKI KOSHAno. It is a bilingual coin as in the 
Ganesha type of coin. A few Brahmi letters also appear on the copper 
coins of Huvishka. The reverse of these silver coins have two deities 
facing one another, standing on a pedestal, and a monogram between 
them. The deities are NANA and OHPO, 

These coins have been accepted as genuine silver coins These 
are similar to those silver coins which are now preserved in Lahore 
Museum and listed in the PanJab Museum Catalogue by Whitehead. 
However, these are not from the same die and show a variety in the 
delineation of the obverse figure, and therefore, belong to the bi¬ 
lingual issues of Huvishka. The com shows : 

Obnrsex Three quarter length figure of king to left; wearing a crested 
helmet holding a sort of a sceptre in right hand and an indistinct object 
{ankusa'}) in left hand Kh. legend from 7 to 12 ; (-7) sha (—?J la ta 
ya sa (?) and on the right 12 to 5 : (0) OHPKI KOPANO (0) 

Re\erse, Two deities facing one another steanding on pedestal and 
between them monogram. Legend I. NAN (A), right; OKPO. 

The fourth silver coin had belonged to B. L. Dar, This coin 
is partly broken and bored near the top. It has a royal bust facing left 
and carrying an car of corn and an ankusa on the obverse with part of 
a Bactrian legend. Its reverse has the Sun-god m10R0=MIHIRA with 
another Bactrian legend. Both the figures and the legend are blurred. 
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The Osaka Museum, Japan has a Kushana silver coin.^ Its 
obverse shows a male standing to front with the head to left; wearing a 
tunic, trousers and a peaked helmet and has a halo behind his head. 
His left hand holds a trident and right hand sacrifices at an altar, 
behind which appears another trident. The legend at 10 O’ clock reads : 
(Shao)nano Shao Bazo(Deo) (Koshano). On its reverse OESHO 
appears standing with his bull. This coin is attributable to Kushana 
ruler Vasudeva I. The figures are blurred and the legends are partly 
effaced. 


Counterfeit Saka and Kushana coins are known to have been 
cast from moulds, but the above noticed silver coins are die struck and 
therefore, may be considered as genuine ICushana coins. 

Genuine Kushna coins are generally die-struck. Coins prepared 
from moulds which are in turn prepared from genuine coins are forge¬ 
ries. In case the coins are not sharp in outlines, these are forgeries. 


1. JAS, 1973, p.205 



CHAPTER SEVEN 

coinage of KUJULA KADPHISES 


I GENERAL 


Kujula Kadphises or Kiu-tsiu-lcio* who had lived to be over 
eighty years, is the first Kushana ruler who issued coins in the Indian 
sub-continent. His joint issues with Hermaeus, the Indo-Greek ruler, 
depict on obverse a bust of Hermaeus with Greek-Iegend and on reverse 
mention in Kharosh{h\ letters the name of Kujula Kasas, the Kushana, 
Yavuga or Jabgu, which in Turkish means a chief. Portrait of Kujula 
himself is not given on these issues. Therefore, a question arises as to 
bow he could issue coins jointly with an Indo-Greek prince or should 
it be presumed that both of them had ruled together. This vexing 
point is not soluble, so far, for want of detailed evidence, 

V\5 

’ The Kabul valley was in possession of the Parthians for a few 
decades during the interval between the downfall of Hermaeus and the 
rise of Kujula Kadphises. The coins struck by Hermaeus during the 
concluding days of his reign, when his power was faltering, are those 
which bear his old age bust on obverse and standing Heracles on 
reverse. Kujula Kadphises first had his name on reverse and later 


put it on obverse also. , 

The salient features of the coinage of Kujula Kadphises were 
inherited from the Indo-Greek coins through his Parthian predecessors. 


Like the Greeks in India, he followed the policy of bi-lingualism 
on Ins coins issued both in copper and silver. Bi-Iiogualism and 
bi-scriptualism are two prominent features of his coins bearing Greek 


legends on obverse and Prakrit legend in Kharoshihi script on reverse. 
The shape of the coins is always round. The appearance of a bust and 
royal head on obverse and Greek deities on reverse, shows influence 


of Greek coinage. Deities like Heracles, Nike, Zeus appear on reverse 
of his coins. If he had personally any belief in Saivism, it is probably 
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represented by a Bull which is the mount of Siva and appears on 
reverse of his coins. 

Kujula, without any other alteration, replaced the name of 
Harmaeus and progressively introduced on these very types his name 
on obverse, as : KOZOYAOY KAA^ZOY i.e., Kujula Kadphises, leader 
of the Kushana face. He had apparently conquered the Greek 
domination and laid foundation of the Kushana empire. 

II. COINS OF KUJULA KADPHISES 

Details of the rule of Kujula Kadphises are best known from 
his coins. Kujula Kadphises used different names and titles on his 
coins. His name is found as Kujula Kaphsha, — Kadaphes, — Kau, — Kasa, 
Kujula Kara Kapa, etc. He had appended a number of titles to himself. 
His imperial titles were derived from Greek titles like Basileus Basileon 
etc. He called himself, a jabgu, z.e., a chief; maharayasa (maharajasya) 
or the great king; rayarayasa {rajarajasyd} or the king of kings; deva- 
putrasa (devaputrosya) or the son of a deva or a god and dharmathitasya 
( dharmasthitasya) or the protector of law or steadfast in law. He had 
continued some of the posthumous silver tetradrachms of Hermaeus. 
Silver coins of north>western parts of the country had become heavily 
debased. These silver coins available in base metal are also barbarous 
in style. On their reverse, the male portrait head was taken from 
Roman coins. Kujula did not mint silver coins in large numbers. 
Only a few silver coins of Kujula Kadphises have been found. He 
himself had issued mainly copper coins. 

The Indian issues of Kujula Kadphises, the first Kushana 
monarch, show more or less the traditions of the late Scytho-Parthian 
period. Irano-Bactrian traditions may be detected in the rather 
crudely executed helmetted bust with staring or bulging eyes type of 
coins of Kujula Kadphises attributable to the Oxus territories. Even 
his Bust-Pallas type coins are crude copies or imitations of original 
Hellenic or Hellenistic types. These cannot be associated with any 
school of creative art. Nevertheless, the devices are of Hellenic or 
Hellenistic origin and in the crude copies of these devices, we -may 
discern some influence of Bactrian art. 



64 


KUSH ANA. numismatics 


Another series of Kujula’s coins showing a king facing to right 
and seated on a curule chair with his right hand streched, and 
displaying a bust to right on the other side, are comparable to coins 
of Gondophares showing an enthroned male and on reverse the 
figure of standing Zeus with a sceptre. This type has been located 
at Taxila. 

More examples of copying the coins of the predecessors 
especially Gondophares are found in Camel-Bull type minted at 
Pushkalavati, modern Charsadda and Prang of the Hasthnagar group 
of villages in the Peshawar district, Pakstian. Kujula Kadphises had 
not disassociated himself from Bactria and this particular type confirms 
it. Two humped camels were found on the banks of the Oxus. They 
were in use for transport in the deserts. The bulls were domestic 
animals and were used for cultivation of lands, as well. 

A unique coin of Kujula attributable to him closely imitates 
the Bust-armed Pallas type coin of Rajuvula and Gondophares I, and 
are often found to the cast of the 3hefuin. 

Copper coins of Kujula Kadphises, show a seated male on 
obverse and Zens standing with a sceptre on reverse. These coins 
mostly come from TaxiIa Indo-Parthian pieces with a similar reverse 
design have also been assigned to taxila. More than two thousand five 
hundred coins of Kujula have been found at Taxila ^ 

The weight of a copper coin was adjusted by him to that of a 
Roman silver denarius. The recorded weight of copper pieces of 
Kujula, suggests that these were struck on the weight standard 
adopted by the Indo-Greeks, and Scytho-Parthians, for silver coins 
meant for circulation to the south or south-east of the Hindu-kush 
Gradual debasement of silver currency prompted use of weight 
standard of higher silver drachms and tetradrachmsfor coins in copper, 
a base metal. 


) Marshall, Taxila, I. p. 67 
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Copper coins of Kushanas, early series, have a legend in 
Kharoshihi characters, reading as : 


Maharayasa (or mahatasa) rayarayasa (or rayatirayasa) devapuirasa 
Kuyula Kara Kaphasa or Kttyula Kara Kaphasasa or Kayala Kara Kapasa 
or Kujula Kara Kaphsasa or Kajula Kaphasa or Kujula Kara or Kuyula 
Kaphasa.^ 

Kuyula appears to be the same as Kujula and Kapasa or 
Kaphasa is also the same as Kadphis(es), which was used as a title 
by Kujula’s son Vima, as well. 

The term kara has been related by F.W. Thomas to the term 
kala, occuring in certain Kharoshihi documents of Chinese Turkestan.- 
T. Burrow thinks kdla may mean prince.® Reference to the context, 
makes it appear as a title.* This term is comparable with the word 
kd'ra, used in some Khotanese texts probably as a title. Kara appears 
in the term kapatCpayyo (Karalrango) which is used as a title in the 
Kushana inscription discovered at Surkh Kotal.® W. B. Henning takes 
karalrango as meaning® ‘lord of the marches’ and considers it same as 
Persian kanarang, a title of governors of provinces, bordering on the 
lands of the former Kushana empire. 

Kara cannot be equated with a prince but may perhaps be 
taken to mean lord. This title was used by Kujula Kadphises as a 
king and not as a prince, Kara may be a title as the unexplained 
word kala preceding Khushanas in the Niya Kharoshthi document 
No. 339. 


^ B.N. Mukherjee, The Kushana Genealogy, p. 45 
® The Language of the Kharoshthi Documents from Chinese Turkestan, 
T. Burrow, p. 82 
3 Ibid 
* Ibid 

® BSOAS, 1960, XXIII, p. 58 
0 Ibid. pp. 50-51 
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ICujula Kadphises had issued following six types of coins : 

(i) Bust of Hcrmaeus on obverse and Hcrakles on reverse. 

00 Head of Augustus on obverse and seated king on reverse, 

(in) Zeus standing on obverse; and seated male figure, probably Buddha, 
on reverse, certain scholars opine that he never issued a com showing 
the Buddha; 

(iv) Bull on obverse and double humped Bactnan camel on reverse, 

(v) Bust of king on obverse and Macedonian soldier, and 

(vi) Diademed bust of king on obverse, and Nike on reverse. 

Of these six types, only two, namely, the diademed head of 
Augustus and seated hng and ^seated Buddha and Zeus' have historical 
importance. The former is suggestive of relations with Rome and 
the latter was subsequently associated with the coinage of Kamshka; 
with the difference that on the coins of Kanishka, Buddha figures on 
reverse are both in standing and in sitting postures. 

The inaugural monetary issues of Kozoulo (Kujula) Kadphises 
have the bust of Hermaejjs on the obverse and standing Herakles on 
reverse. It is one of the most striking types. This type may be 
divided into two series : 

(i) Hcrmaeus with his own name and bust appears on obverse of the 
coins and the name of Kujula Kadphises appears on their reverse, 

(ii) bust of Hcrmaeus appears on obverse of coins, but the name of 
Kadphises in Greek appears by the side of the bust. On their 
reverse the name of Kujula Kadphises appears in Kkarosh{hT 

A variant of this type has the corrupt legend on the obverse- 
KOZOVAOY KAA^IZOY kopSoaoy. On reverse is added a 
Kharosh(hl letter in the field—iaw, or pa; this feature is repeated 
on later Kushana coinage, perhaps, to indicate sub-division of 
authority. 

On type II, a diademed Roman style male head of Augustus 
is shown on obverse and a full length seated figure of Kujula Kadphises 
is seen wearing full trousers, high pointed hat and boots and carries a 
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sword on reverse. The titles on reverse pronounce him as a jabgu or 
chief and steadfast in true law. 

Type III has Buddha or king seated on reverse in cross-legged 
position and Zeus standing on obverse. Seventy-eight specimens of 
this round type of copper coins were found at Sirkap, Taxila. The 
seated male figure is in the tradition of Maues-Azes I seated royal 
portraits. 

Marshall is against the identification of this deity as Buddha 
shown on the coins of Kadphises I. According to him, the conical 
knobbed cap and the weapon in the raised right hand of the figure are 
not attributes of the Buddha. In his view, it is the figure of the king 
himself. Tarn thinks it to be the image of the Buddha. In fact, these 
CO ins lack the attributes of a Buddha image. Foucher and Coomar- 
swamy hold that Buddha did not appear on coins before Kanishka I. 

The Bull and Camel type is attributable to Kujula from the 
imperial epithets, viz., Maharajasa and rajadirajasa Kujula Kara Kapasa 
used for him. The camel on the coins of Kujula Kadphises has 
no rider. 

The Macedonian Soldier type again in copper is extremely 
rare. It has a conventional head, turned to the right, wearing a 
peculiar helmet with two re-curved horns, and an armed soldier, 
wearing horns, and a helmet which resembles a kausia. This helmet 
device repeats on coins of Kanishka and on the image of the deity 
MANAGE AGO on the coins of Huvishka. 

Another type having bust of the king on the obverse is 
represented by a rare silver coin found at Sirkap. Its identity with 
Kujula is not certain although the title Kuslianasa Yavugasa seems to 
give little other choice. It has winged Nike on the reverse. 

At Begram, Ghirshman uncovered another type represented 
by five silver drachms which are over-struck and appear to have in 
Kharoshilil Kadju. These two letters prompt us to assign these coins to 
Kujula. As stated above, Kujula Kadphises had issued mainly copper, 
but a very few silver coins. 
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Important corns of Kujula Kadphises, are* as follows; 
Type I. Bust of Hermaeus and Herakles, copper^ round : 




1 Obv Diademed bust portrait of the Indo Greek king Hermaeus 
to right Greek legend from 7 00 BA1)IAED£ S£l[THPOS] SY/ 
ZPMAIOY This legend, Basileus Sterassu Hrmaiou means, (com of) king 
Hermaeus, the Saviour. 

Rev Herakles facing with lion’s skm on left arm, club, m right 
hand, resting on ground, Kh legend Kujufa Kajasa (or Karasa) Kusltapa 
yavugaia dhramafhtdata The legend rendered into Sanskrit reads 
Kujula Kasasja Kusha^yavusasyaldhamasthUasja and means Kujula Kasa, 
the Kushaoayabgu (chief) or leader of the Kusbanas who is steadfast in 
Law The language used is Prakflt 

2 Obv Diademed bust of Hermaeus to right Greek legend 
BAEIAEHS SQTHPO[S SY SPMAIOY] i e , Basileus Sterassu Ermam 
and means (com of) king Hermaeus, the Saviour 

/tev, Diademed Herakles facing, lion’s skm on left arm, club, m 
nglit hand, resting on ground Kb Icg'nd m Prakpt Kujula Kasasa (or 
Karasa) Kushana jayugasa dhramalhltlasa which m Sanskrit reads Kujula 
Kasasja KushSna }a\ugas}a dharmastliilasya and means Kujula Kasa, the 
Kush5ga yabgu (chief) or leader of the KushSpas who, » steadfast in Law 



4 




3 Obv Diademed bust portrait of lodo-Greek king Hermaeus to 
right Greek legend reconstructed BA^IAEQE EQTHPOS TY SPMAIOY 
This legend, Basileus Sterassu, Ermalou, means, com of king Heimaeu*, the 
Saviour 
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Rev : Herakles facing with lion’s skin on left arm; club, in right hand, 
resting on ground; Kh. legend: KuJuJa Kasasa (or Karasa) Kushana yavugasa 
dhramathidasa. The legend rendered into Sanskrit reads : Kujula Kasasya 
yaviigasya dharmasihitasya and means Kujula Kasa, the Kushana yabgu 
(chief) or leader of the Kushanas, who is steadfast in Law. The language 
used is Prakrit. 

4. Obv: Diademed bust of Hermacus to right. Greek legend; 
from 8.00 : KOPC:[NAKOZOVAO K]AA<^IZOY. 

jRev : Diademed Herakles facing; holds a club in his right hand and 
lion’s skin in the left. Kh. legend in Prakrit: Kujula Kasasa Kusharia 
. yavugasa dhra(dhz.)maihidasa, reads in Sanskrit as : Kujula Kasasya 

Kushana yavugasya dharmasihitasya and means Kujula Kasa, the Kushana 
yabgu (chief) or leader of the Kushanas, who is steadfast in Law. 

A variant of this type has the corrupt legend on the obverse: 
KOZOYAOY KAA^IZOY KOPSOAOY. The obverse portrait is definitely 
of Hermacus. On reverse is added a Kh. letter in the field, either 
sam, bu or pa which feature is repeated on later Kushana coinage. 




5. Obv : Diademed bust of Hermacus to right. Mutilated Greek 
legend varies on different coins and is KOZOYAOY// KAA^IZOY 
KOPSOAOY, which is Kozoulou Kadphizou Koshsonou and means 
(coin) of Kujula Kadphises, the Kushaija. 

Rev : Herakles standing facing with right hand resting on club, 
and lion’s skin over left arm, Kh. legend as in 4. above. Kh. letter sam 
in the field. 

6. Obv : Diademed bust portrait of Hermacus ; corrupt Greek 
legend : KOPONAKOZOVAD which is Kozoulou Kadphizou Koshsonou 
and means (coin of) Kujula Kadphises, the Kushana. 

Rev : Herakles standing facing with right hand retsing on club and 
lion’s skin over left arm; Kh. legend: Kujula Kasasa (or Karasa) Kusharia 
yavugasa dhramafhidasa. The legend* rendered into Sanskrit reads: 
Kujula Kasasya Kushana yavugasya dharmasthitasya and means Kujula 
Kasa, the Kushana yabgu (chief) or leader of the Kushanas, who is 
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':tcadfast in La^ Kh IcUcr sam m the field On other simitar coins 
Kh letters arc either bu or pa 



7 Obv Diademed bust of Hemaeus to right Retrograde Greek 
legend BASIAEDS STHPOS £V EPMAIOV 

Rei Diadeired HeraUcs facing, holds o club m his right hand and 
lion s skin in the left Kh legend in i’rcli/'rf Kujuhkasasa Kushana ya\u{^) 
SQsa dbra(,dl!a)tna}Iiidasa and means Kujula kasa, the Kush§na 
yabgu (chief) or leader of the kushanas, who is steadfast in Law 

Type II Head of Augustus, copper^ round 

A full length seated figure on reverse is probably of Kujula 
Kadphises and he wears full trousers, high pointed hat, and boots and 
carries a sword Whether this com has the portrait of Augustus has 
been disputed The style and the form of the portrait are so generali¬ 
sed that there can be no precise identification of it However, this 
portrait which is either of Augustus or any other Roman ruler is the 
first of a senes of examples of such individualization on Kushatia 
Numismatics In Roman or Kushana coinage representation of the 
entire body of the ruler diminish his individuality and the depiction 
depersonalized him and made him a remote and hieratic figure 



8 Obv Diademed head of a king facing right, Greek legend from 
10 00 XOPANSY ZAOOY kOZOAA kAAA^EC fc ike Jabga 
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of the Kushanas, Kuj'ula Kadphises. Portrait head closely resembles 
Augustus, a Roman emperor. 

Rev : The king dressed in Indo-Scythian costumes is seated on a 
curule chair facing right; right hand extended. In left field two Mono¬ 
grams; Kh. legend ■. Kuyula Kaphasasa sachadhramathidasa Ktishanasa Yauasa 
i.e., Kujul Kaphsasa, steadfast in true law, the Kushana Yabgu. 

9. Obv : Diademed head to right, possibly an imitation of Augustus 
as on his Roman coins. Greek legend; XOPANSY ZAOOY KOZOAA 
KAAA^ES, which means of the Jabgu of the Kushanas, Kujula Kadphes. 

Rev : Male dressed in Indo-Scythian costumes seated on curule chair; 
tor. Mon. Kh. legend in Prakrit; Kuyula Kaphsasa sachadhramathitasa 
khushnasa yauasa i.e., Kujula Kadphises, steadfast in True Law, the 
Kushana yabgu (chief). 



10. Obv : Diademed head to r., closely resembles that of Augustus. 
Legend from IX : XOPANCY ZAOOY.^ES 

Rev; Deity or king seated on a seat like curule chair; r. hand extended; 
1. hand holding some object; on 1. monogram; Kh. legend from 8.00, 
Kaphsasa sachadhramathitasa Khushanasa yauasa, i.e., of Kujula Kadphises 
steadfast in true Law, the Kushana yabgu {chief). 


Type HI. Zeus and seated Buddha or King ; copper, round: 


11 






11. obv : Standing deity to right possibly Zeus. Wears diadem, right 
arm extended and long sceptre in left hand. Letters of illegible Greek 
legend. Kh. letter pu. 

Rev : Male figure seated in conventional cross-legged position with 
uncertain object in right hand. Illegible Kh. legend reconstructed reads; 
Kuyula Kadaphasa Khushanasa. 
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Seventy-eight specimens of this extremely rare type of coin 
were found at Sirkap, Taxila. The seated male figure is in the tradition 
of Mause-'Azes I seated royal portraits. 

We can now read the Bactrian legend (in Greek characters) on 
the reverse more confidently with the help of a few newly noticed 
pieces. The portion of the legend to the right of the seated figure can 
be read from inside as (iS)r ( 7 )go B and that to its left can be 
deciphered as Oudo. 

The full legend is either (5) rgo Boudo or S{ogo) Boudo. 

Type IV. Bull and Camel ; copper^ round: 



]2. Obv: Bull standing facieg right. Illegible Greek legend. Mon. 
above. To right Kh, Pu 

Pev: A two humped camel faces right. Reconstructed Kh. legend ; 
Maharajosa rajadirajata Kayala Kara kapasa. 

13. Obv. : A double humped Bull facing r.; Greek legend illegible. 
Pev ' A camel facing r.; Kh. legend from 7.00 reads: Deioputrasa 
Kuyula Kara Kaphasa and means: of De\aputra Kuy'ula Kara Kapkasa. 

Imperial epithets on the coin, positively attribute it to Kujula. 
Representation of animals on a coin is according to the'eoioage tradition 
of the region. Azes I has been shown riding a camel on his coins, 
whereas on the coins of Kujula the animal appears as independent 
without any rider. 

Type V. Macedonian Soldier; copper^ round: 

The Macedonian soldier type coin of Kujula Kadphlses is ex¬ 
tremely rare. The use of a helmet is repeated on the coins of Kanishka 
and on the image of the deity MANAOBAGO on the coins of Huvishka. 
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14. Obv : Bust of a belmeted king to right. Greek legend reconstructed: 
KOZOYAO KA. . . KOPSAN. 

-Rev : A soldier holding a spear and a shield faces right. KJi. legend : 
Kuyula Kasasa Kushana Yavtiasa. 


15. Obv; Bust of a king with helmet to right. Greek legend recon¬ 
structed; KOZOYAO KA . . . KOPSAN. 

Rev : A soldier with a spear and a shield faces right. Kh. legend; 
Kuyiila Kasasa Kushana Ya\ttasa. 

16. Obv ; Head of a king to r., wearing a peculiar helmet with two 

recurved horns. Legend from 7.00 to 6.00 : JC. .. O KOZOYAO 
K(A).; from 8.00 to 12.00 only traces of letters. 

Rev : An armed soldier wearing a kausia like helmet to r. with spear 
in r. hand and shield. Kh. legend in Prakrit language from. 5.00 ; Kvyvla Ka 
iph)sasa Kushana Yavugasa. 


17. Obv. : Head of king to r., wearing a peculiar helmet with two 
recurved horns. Legend from 8.00 to 6.00 : K .. . O KOZOYAO K 
(A).from 8.00 to 12.00 only traces of letters. 

Rev : An armed soldier wearing a kausia like helmet to r. with spear 
in r. hand and shield. Kit. legend in Prakrit language from. 5.00 : Kayttla 
Ka{ph)sasa Kushana yavugasa. 
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IS Obv. Diademed bust of bearded king to left wearing low conical 
head-dress and ear Qaps Itlcgiblc Greek legend 

Rev ; Winged Nike holding wreath and palm branch. Kh. letter bku 
in right field A/j legend mabarajasa rajatirajasa Kushanasa (Ya\ugasa^) 

19 Obv: Bust of king to 1 wearing low conical head-dress, diadem, 
and ear flaps King bearded Illegible Greek legend 

i?ei. Winged Nike to 1 holding wreath and palm branch lUi letter 
bhu in r field Kb legend . mabarajasa rajatirajasa Kushanasa 
(VaiUgasa?) 


20 


20 OAv ,* Bust of king to left with conical head dress, partly legible 

Greek legend A XOP . 

Jiler: Nike standing facing left, holding wreath and palm branch. 

Kh letter bhu in r field, fJt legend . . ea maharajasa ja .. sa 

These rare silver coins were found at Sirkap. Their identity 
with Kujula is not certain, although the title Kushanasa Yavugasa seems 
to give little other choice 

Type Vll. Ghirshman excavated at Begram, Afghanistan, in the 
New city, five silver drachms of the Parthian style. Each of these 
coins is from a different mould The coins, in general, conform to 
the following description: 
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25 



21. OZ)v ; Bust of diademed king facing left surrounded by circle of 
dots. Has short beard and heavy Parthian hair bun. Two ribbons falling 
behind the hair. Inscription perhaps over struck; in Kh. ku djii 

Rev: Entirely over struck. Barbarous imitation of regular Arcasid 
motif of seated prince in profile. Inscription in Kushana-Greek dubiously 
read as : OZOVAAKA AAAfl [A]. 

22. Obv : Bust of diademed king facing left surrounded by circle of 
dots. Has short beard and heavy Parthian hair bun. Two ribbons falling 
behind the hair. Inscription perhaps over struck; in Kb. ku dju 

Rev: Entirely over struck. Barbarous imitation of regular Aicasid 
motif of seated prince in profile. Inscription in Kushana-Greek dubiously 
read as : [OZOvjAA KAZ [ARA]. 
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23. Obv : Bust of diademed king facing left surrounded by circle of 
dots. Has short beard and heavy tarthian hair bun. Two ribbons falling 
behind the hair. Inscription perhaps over struck; in Kh. kit dju 

jRey : Entirely over struck. Barbarous imitation of regular Arcasid 
motif of seated prince in profile. Inscription in Kushatia-Greek dubiously 
read as : OZOVAA KAAAAniA). 

24. Obv : Bust of diademed king facing left surrounded by circle of 
dots. Has short beard and heavy Parthian hair bun. Two ribbons falling 
behind the hair. Inscription perhaps over struck; in Kh. kit dju 

J?fv .* Entirely over struck. Barbarous imitation of regular Arcasid 
motif of seated prince in profile. Inscription in Kushana>Grcek dubiously 
read as ; [OZ]OVAA KAAAAHA. 

25. Obv: Bust of diademed king facing left surrounded by circle of 
dots. Has short beard and heavy Parthian hair bun. Two ribbons falling 
behind the hair. Inscription perhaps over struck; in Kh, ku dju 

JIcv.* Entirely over struck. Barbarous imitation of regular Arcasid 
motif of seated prince in profile. Inscription in Kush2na-Grcek dubiously 
read as : OZOVAA KAAAAnfA]. 
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COINAGE OF VIMA KADPHISES 


I. GENERAL 

Coinage of Vima Kadphises is in striking contrast to that of 
Kujula Kadphises. Vima Kadphises issued an extensive number of 
bilingual gold and copper coins of remarkable design and good 
workmanship. The king figures prominently on obverse of all the 
types, and Siva alone or with his bull and a trident appears on reverse. 
His coins show an improvement characterized by an Indianization of 
motifs. The Bactrian camel is replaced by mndl or bull. 

Vima Kadphises had effected a major reformation in his 
coinage. The local character of coins was replaced. On his coins, 
the king is shown in several postures with a Greek legend on obverse. 
A Kharoshthi inscription appears on reverse. These coins are 
considered to have been struck on the standard of Attic tetradrachms, 
didrachms and drachms. As usual, all the varieties of these coins 
were meant for circulation throughout the empire. The Kushana 
coinage became imperial in character. 

The coins depict an accomplished and powerful image of Vima. 
These are descriptive portraits of the king showing him as a heavy-set, 
aged man with a large nose, a wart on his left cheek, and a spade 
shaped beard with moustaches. He has a most formidable impressive 
and robust personality. These portraits, seemingly, are roughly of 
the same age level. 

On obverse, the ruler is clothed with a long open coat reaching 
the knees and wearing boots and a tall cap. On reverse, there is but 
one deity or his symbols, not labelled, but identified by analogy with 
the later Kushana coins, as l§iva. 
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The name of Vima Kadphiscs in Greek is found inscribed as 
OOHMO KAA^flCHC and in Kharosh{(n as Vima KathphiSa or 
Kapi^. The bilingual legends are legible and in Greek the letters 
are: BACtt^XYCBAafiXWN aVTIIP Ar£'r^cand in KharosHhi: makarajasa 
rajadirajasa sanaloga isvarasa mahtharasa Vima Kaihaphisasa^ which 
means, ihe great kiagy king of kingSy lord of the world, the great lord, 
Vima Kaihahpisa, the defender. These coins are the most expressive 
statement of Kushana art. 

A few silver pieces of the Kushanas, which have a bust on 
one side, and Nike on the other and taken as issues of Kujula or Vima 
Kadphises were found in a jar at Sirkap, in Taxila. These four 
unique silver drachms, however, expressively bridge the numismatic 
transition between the two rulers Kujula and Vima Kadphises, These 
coins were actually meant for circulation of debased silver currency in 
the period immediately preceding the Kushana rule, 

So far, only few silver coins of this ruler have been found. These 
coins are an example of the expressive powers of distinctly Kushana art 
The forccfulness of the body seen en face, with its voluminous trousers 
and belly and over-sized head, outweighs any idealization which might 
accrue to the profile view of the head. The KushSnas were never 
able to escape from the conventional profile portrait on coins, although 
they freely adopted the frontal mode of presentation. Tliis is a portrait 
of a barbarous prince expressing his awful majesty. 

Copper coins of Vima Kadphises show the king "standing at 
an altar on obverse and Siva and a bull on reverse. So far, only a 
single type of copper coins of Vima Kadphises has been found. 
These coins were issued in three sizes, large, middle and small or 
didrachms, drachms, and hemidrachms. 

Vima’s gold coinage was motivated by the influx of large 
number of Roman gold coins as a result of‘Indo-Roman commercial 
transactions. Vima’s gold coinage had followed the weight standard 
of the Roman aurei. His gold coins were minted all over the empire, 
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The weight standard of these coins has played a large role in 
discussions on Kushana coinage. The relationship of a Kushana coin 
to a Roman standard had never remained constant. The Kushana 
standard of gold coins remained constant with the average at 122.9 
grains fluctuating between 121.1 and 123.1 grains. The Roman 
standard had varied from 134 grains to 114 grains during successive 
reigns. Kushana coins, however, had become progressively debased. 

Coins of Vima do not label the deity shown on reverse, but 
the same being analogous with the inscribed types of the later Kushana 
kings, this deity is easily identifiable as Oesho, i.e., Siva. The bull 
itself on all such coins substantiates this identification. On reverse of 
some of the coins, flames arising from his hand are similar to those 
arising from the shoulder of the king on obverse, and, therefore, could 
suggest that both king and deity share the same divine energy or 
power, possibly, lejas. The flaming head motif appears on the early 
coins of the Mitra kings of Panchala in the representation of Siva. On 
the coins of Vasudeva II, a unique kind of radiance appears around 
the head of the deity. The head of Oesho definitely produces flames 
on the Kushano-Sassanian coins. 

II. COIN TYPES : VIMA KADPHISES 

Vima Kadphises had issued following types of coins : 

(i) Elephant rider on obverse and Siva and Nandi on reverse; gold 
round; 

(ii) King in BIga on obverse and Siva on reverse; gold round : 

(iii) Enthroned king on obverse and Siva on reverse; gold round ; 

(iv) King seated cross legged on obverse, and Siva on reverse; gold round; 

(v) Bust protrait with high helmet; gold, round; 

(vi) Bust portrait with low cap and circlet on obverse and Siva on reverse; 
gold round; 

(vii) Portrait in frame or a square on obverse and Siva or trident on 
reverse, gold round; and 

(viii) King standing at altar on obverse and Siva on reverse; copper round. 
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The last coin type appears only in copper except for one 
example of silver in. the British Museum. It introduces the king 
sacrificing at a small round fire-altar which motif is the basic theme 
of Kushana and Gupta coins. This is occasionally referred to as a 
Zoroastrian or Mazdean theme. It bears resemblance to the Parthian 
period bas-reliefs carved on a boulder [near the Darius relief at 
Bistun and to similar .ones at Tang-i-Sarwak. In fact, it is revamping 
or rcinformant of ancient Indo-Iranian beliefs. In Vedic literature 
sacrifice over a flame is an essential act of worship ; burnt offerings 
appear on pedestals of Gandhara Buddhist carvings. This motif on 
Kushana coins, inspired by Parthian symbolism, had emerged from 
Indian customs. 

The portrait of Vima Kadphises on this coin closely resembles 
the portrait in stone of Kanishka at Mathura. It depicts a close 
conespondence between the art of the dynastic shrines of Mathura or 
Surkh Kotal and the symbolic spirit of the Kushana coins. 

I 

in. COINS OF VIMA KADPHISES 

The varied types of coins of Vima Kadphises, are: 

Type L Elephant Rider; go/d, round : 



26 Oiv; King facing seated on a throne-like hondah, on the back of 
an elephant who is walking to the left. He holds a long staff m his right 
hand; bearded head in profile and wears a tall rounded bat. Greek 
legend from 1.00 : -BACIASYC BACIASWN CWTHP METAC OOHMO 
KAA^ICHC. Mon. in right field. 

flev : Siva and Nandi. Kh. legend: Maliarajasa tajaditajasa wmfoga 
tivarasa ma/ijivarojc Vwta Kafhphtiasa tradara which means: Great King, 
the king of kings, Lord of the World, the Great Lord, Vuna KathaphiSa, 
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the Saviour. Monogram in field to left. This specimen was found at 
Varanasi. 


Type 11. King in Biga; gold, round : 



27. Obv : Bearded and diademed king in a biga to right is shown in 
profile. He wears a tall rounded hat and carries a club in right band. 
Before him a diminutive charioteer, also in profile, with a whip. Greek 
legend from 1.00 ; BACIAHYC OOHM/0 KAA,iICHC 

Rev : Siva, standing facing left holding a trident, a part of which is only 
seen in his right hand; lion’s skin suspended from left fore-arm; Nandipada 
on the left; monogram in the right field; circular/tT/i. legend: ilfnAoro/asa 
rajadirajasa sarvaloga isvarasa mahisvarasa Vima Kafliphisasa tradara which 
means ; the Great King, the King of Kings, Lord of the World, the Great 
Lord, Vima Kafhapbisa, the Saviour. 

Type in. Enthroned king; gold, round: 

Coins of Types III, IV and V are an example of the expressive 
powers of Kushana art. The heavy body with its voluminous trousers 
and belly and an over sized head, out-weigh any idealization which 
might accrue to the profile view of the head. The Kush anas were 
never able to escape from the conventional profile portrait on coins, 
although they freely adopted the frontal mode of presentation. This 
is an image of his barbarous and majestic presence. 






28. Obv; A bearded king wearing crested round helmet with bill, 
seated frontally on low couch. His head is turned to left and his feet are 
on a low stool. Flames emanate from shoulders. Thunderbolt or a 
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twig m nglit hand Large knobbed club m field to right Greek 
legend fiojn 100 BACIA2YC OOH/MO KAA^ICHC Monogram 
m right upper field. 

Hey Siva, wearing a necklace, radiate, stands facing with head to ' 
left He has a long trident in right hand, and a bull facing right is seen 
behind him Siva appears to be leaning on the bull Nandipada in right 
upper field A/r legend maharajasa fajadtrajasa sanalogo /fiorruc raahiS- 
varasa Vima kalhaphiSasa iradaia which means the Great King, the King 
of Kings, Lord of the World, the Great Lord, Vima KaJhaphiJa, the 
Saviour 

Type IV, Kmg sealed cross legged. Gold, round: 



29 Ofcv; King IS seen seated cross legged on a rocky prominence ox 
cloud His head is in profile to right He wears a tall helmet niih 
crest ornament and fillets fluttering behind the head Flames emanate 
from the shoulders Medium sized club in right hand Greek legend from 
1 00 as in Type 11 above Monogram in the left field 

Hev .* Siva wearing a necklace, radiate, stands facing with head to 
left, has a tong tndcnl in right hand, a bull facing right is seen behind 
him, Siva appears to be leaning on the bull, Mon in the left upper 
field Kh legend ^faI^araJasa rajadirajasa sarvaloga Liarora mahiSyarasa 
Vima haffuiphisasa tradata which means Great King, the King of Kings, 
Lord of the World, the Great Lord, Vima Kalhaphl^a, the Saviour 


Type V, Bust portrait with high helmet and §iva iw/// bull; gold, round' 



30 OovrBust portrait of bearded king faces left and wears a high 
rounded hat Right hand holds a small, knurled club, left hand bolds the 
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hilt of a sword or ankuia. The king has flaming shoulders, his body 
emerges from a rock or cloud-like shapes. Monogram in the right upper 
field. Greek legend from 1.00 : BACIASYC OOH/MO KAA^i-ICHC. 

Rev : Siva stands facing with head in profile to left holding a trident 
in right hand; animal pelt over left arm; vase in left hand. Siva wears 
diaphanous garments indicated by symmetrical folds across legs; behind 
a bull in profile facing right and having head turned frontally. Nandfpada 
in left upper field. Kh. legend : Maharajasa rajadirajasa sarvaloga is\’arasa 
mahisvarasa Vima Kathapbisasa tradara which means : Great King, the 
King of Kings, Lord of the World, the Great Lord, Vima Kathaphisa, 
the Saviour. 

31. Obv : A mature diademed bust portrait of a bearded king faces 
right and emerges from a rock or cloud like shapes; wears tall rounded 
helmet with crest ornaments and fillets fluttering behind the head ; flaming 
shoulders; monogram in upper left field; Greek legend from 7.00: 
BACIASYC OOH/MO KAA^ilCHC. 

Rev: Siva stands frontally facing left; holds a trident in the raised 
right hand and a gourd or kamandaltt in the left lower field; Kh. legend : 
Maharajasa rajadirajasa sarvaloga isvarasa mahisvarasa Vima Kathaphiiasa 
iradata, which means Great King, the King of Kings, Lord of the World, 
the Great Lord, Vima Kathaphisa, the Saviour. 

Type V (a). Bust portrait with high helmet and^iva; gold, round: 



32. Obv : Bust of king facing left emerges from clouds and wears a 
diadem and helmet; bolds a knurled club in his right hand and an ahkusaCl) 
in the left hand; monogram in right upper field; Greek legend from 1.00 : 
BACIASYC OOH/MO KAA^HCHC. 

Rev : Siva faces left; hair arranged in spiral form; holds in right hand 
a trident with battle axe combined; in left hand a kamandalu or a gourd; 
lion’s skin on left arm; monogram to left and nandtpada to right; Kh, 
legend ; Maharajasa rajadirajasa sarvaloga isvarasa mahiSvarasa Vima Kafh- 
pbisasa tradata which means Great King, the King of Kings, Lord of the 
World, the Great Lord, Vima Kathaphisa, the Great Saviour. 
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33. Obv .■ Portrait of a bearded robust king wearing a high rounded 
hat with a crest, faces left; holds a small knurled club in his)right hand and 
hilt of a sword or an ankula in the left hand; has flaming shoulders and 
body emerges from rock or cloud like shapes; Greek legend from 1.00 ; 
BACIASYC OOH/MO KAA5IICHC. 

Jiev : Siva stands frontally facing left; bolds a tridcnl in the raised 
right hand and a gourd or kaman^alu in the left hand; Kfi. legend: 
Mabarajasa rajatlirajasa sanaloga fsiorasa mahis\ar(tsa Vinta Kafhphiiasa 
tradala which means Great King, the King of Kings, Lord of the World, 
the Great Lord, Viraa Kafhaphiia, the Saviour. 


34 


1 

34. Obv ; A dtademed bust portrait of n bearded king faces left; 
wears tall round helmet with crest ornament and flllets flutteriag behind 
the head; flaming shoulders; monogram in upper right field, Greek legend 
from 1.00 : DACIASYC OOH/MO KAA^ICHC. 

Rev : 5iva stands frontally, head in profile to left; trident combined 
with a battic'axe held in the raised tight hand; animal pelt over left 
arm and a katna^i^alu or a gourd in the left hand; is entirely nude 
except for the sacred thread over the left shoulder; JOt. legend; Alaharajasa 
laiadtrajasa sanaloga isvarasa midiU\arasa Vima KaihphiSasa tradata which 
means Great King, the King of Kings, Lord of the World, the Great 
Lord, Vima Kajhaphiia, the Saviour, 



35. Obv : Bust portrait of a king faces right and wears himation held 
by clasp on right shoulder; wearing a circlet around the cap, bearing knob 
or bun at centre of forehead; monogram behind the head of the king in 
the upper left field; Greek legend from 8.00; BACIASYC OOH/MO 
KAA^ICHC. 

JlevSiva stands frontally facing left; holds a trident in the raised 
right hand and a gourd or komo/i^lalH in the left lower field; K/i. legend: 
Maharajasa rajadirajosa sarvaloga ii\arasa mahisvarasa Vma Koihphiiasa 
which means Great King, the King of Kings, Lord of the World, the 
Great Lord, Vima KathaphiSa, the Saviour. 
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Type VI. Bust portrait with low cap and circlet; gold, round: 



36. Obv : Bust portrait of a bearded king faces left; wears low cap 
with a circlet around it, bearing a knob or bun at centre of forehead; fillets 
fluttering behind the head; holds in right hand a small knurled cap and 
hilt of a sword or an aiiktisa in the left hand; flaming shoulders; body 
emerges from rock like or cloud like shapes; nandipada in the right upper 
field; Greek legend from 12.00 : BACIASYC OOH/MO KAA^ilCHC. 

Rev : Nude Siva stands frontally, faces left; holds a trident in the 
raised right hand and a gourd or kamandalu in the left hand; 
nandipada in the right upper field; monogram in the left field; circular 
Kh. legend: Maharajasa rajadirajasa sarvaloga isvarasa mahisvarasa Vima 
Kathphisasa tradata which means Great King, the King of Kings, Lord 
of the World, the Great Lord, Vima Kathaphisa, the Saviour. 

37. Obv : Bust portrait of a diademed and bearded king faces right; 
wears low cap with a circlet around it; a knob or bun at centre of 
forehead; fillets behind the head; flaming shoulders; body emerges from 
rock like or cloud like shapes; monogram in the left upper field; Greek 
legend from 7.00 : BACIASYC OOH/MO KAA 56 ICHC. 

Rev : Siva stands frontally facing left; holds a trident in the raised 
right hand; leans on a bull facing right; monogram in left upper field; 
circular Kh. legend: Maharajasa rajadirajasa sarvaloga isvarasa mahisvarasa 
Vima Kathphihsa tradata which means Great King, the King of Kings, 
Lord of the World, the Great Lord, Vima Kathaphisa, the Saviour. 

Type VII. Portrait in a frame or a square; gold, round: 

% 

The device of presenting the ornamented head of the king in 
a square frame has been variously interpreted. Some scholars have 
taken it as a portrait frame and others take it as an alinda, or a square 
framed window, from which the emperor is gazing. 

This seems to be a portrait set into a simple incuse square. 
However, the diadem in one type and the fingers on the other establish 
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the king’s body behind window. Mughal emperors also used to reveal 
only their face through a small window lo a crowd of people. 



38. Obv ; V/rthin square frame busv of aUng facing Icfr, wears diadem 
and coat buottoned at neck; a twig bke object or a branch(? barsema) 
held in right hand; above and below dotted circle and over top edge of 
frame monogram; Greek legend from 1,00 i BACIAEYC OOH; from 7.00: 
MO KAAjHCHC 

: Sna standing to front with head turned to left; radiate; hair 
tied in top knot; necklace or sacied thicad around body and over'left 
shoulder, bolds a trident in right hand and leans with left ann on the 
hump of bull standing behind him and facing right; Kh. legend ; 
Mahatajasa rajadirajasa sarvahga fivarasa iKahlsvarosa Alma kaplsasa 
tratarasa; nandJpada in left upper field. 

39. Obv ; Within a square frame portrait of a king facing right: 
fingers on lower edge of square; a few letters of Greek legend legible from 
1.00; BACIASYC OOH .., 


Rev ; Trident and battle axe combmd emblem of 5iva placed into a 
kind of stand or holder; monogram in the upper left field and nandtpada 
in the upper right field; A7i. legend; Maharaja rajadiraja Vinta Kafhphiiasa, 



<10. Obv : Within a square frame bust portrait of a king facing right 
wearing a helmet and fillets om-Sowing the square frame; Greek legend 
beginning from 5.00 : OH KAD,.,. 

/lev.* Trident and battle axe combined emblem of Siva placed into 
a kind of stand or holder; monogram in the left middle field and 
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nandipada in the right field; Kh. legend : Maharajasa rajadirajasa sarvaloga 
isvarasa Vima Kapiphisasa tradata which means Great King, the King of 
Kings, Lord of the World, the Great Lord, Vima Kathaphisa, the Saviour. 

41. Ohv; Diademed head of king to left in a square frame; right 
hand holding a twig or a branch; Greek legend beginning from 1.00 : 
BACIAEYC OOH/MO KAA,)&ICHC; monogram at the top centre; dotted 
border partially visible. 

Rev : Siva radiate standing frontally with head to left wearing the 
necklace, holding a trident or its shaft in his right hand; his left hand 
resting on the hump of the bull against which he his reclining ; nandipada 
in the upper left field, long circular Kh. legend : Maharajasa rajadirajasa 
sarvaloga isvarasa mahiharasa Vima Kaptphlsasa tradata which means the 
Great King, the King of Kings, Lord of the World, the Great Lord, 
Vima Kathaphisa, the Saviour. 

Ashutosh Museum of Art,^ Calcutta University, Calcutta, has a 
similar round gold coin of Vima Kadphises. It weighs 29.25 grains. 
Its description is as follows ; 

Obv : Diademed and helmeted head of a king to right in a raised 
square frame; ends of the diadem flowing out of the square, traces of an 
arch above. Traces of the Greek legend behind the king’s head, very 
much blurred : BACIAEYC OOHMO KAA^ICHC. 

Rev: Combined trident and battle axe in the centre; monograms 
to the right and to the left : circular Kh. legend from 4.00 partly 
blurred and truncated: Maharaja rajadiraja V{e)ima Kathaphisasa. 

Three more similar coins are available. One is in the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta, (Smith, Catalogue, Vol. I, pi. XI, 6) and two are 
preserved in the Panjab Museum, Lahore (Whitehead, Catalogue, Vol. I, 
pi. XVII, 34). 

Type VIII. Standing king at altar; silver or copper, round: 

This coin type appears only in copper except for one example 
of silver in the British Museum.® It introduces the king sacrificing 
at a small round fire altar which motif is the basic theme of Kushana 
and Gupta coins. This is occasionally referred to as a Zoroastrian or 
Mazdean theme. It bears resemblance to the Parthian period bas- 
relief carved on a boulder near the Darius relief at Bisutun and to 


^JNSI, Vol. XXI, pp. 129 fir 


2. SI. 44, below 
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similar ones at Tang i Sarwak In fact, it is revamping or remforce- 
mcnt of ancient Indo-Iraman beliefs In Vedic literature sacrifice over 
aflame is an essential act of worship, burnt offerings appear on 
pedestals of Gandharan Buddhist carvings This motif on Kushaga 
coins mspired by Partham symbolism had, in fact, emerged from Indian 
customs 



42 Ob\ The king stands frontally mlh bis head m profile turned to 
left His right band is held over a small altar and is making an ofifenng 
in the same, he vfears a heavy top coat with rolled lapels held with 
double clasp at chest, and worn over a tunic held at waist by a belt, he 
has a heavy beard and wears a high round cap with a crest oroament and 
fillets in the field to right is a large club with knobbed handle or a mace 
as Seen on the statue of Kanjshka, to left trident battle aiie, monogram m 
upper field to right Grak legend from 12 00 BACIAEYC B ACIAfSWN 
L CWTHP) MSP AC OOHMO KAA 5 IICHC which means, the King of 
Kings, the Great Saviour, \ima Kadphises 

iler Siva stands frontally leans against a bull, holds in his raised 
right hand a trident the left hand rests on the bump of a bull, nanJijpaJa 
m the left upper field circular A/i legend Maharajasa rajadmjasa sanhga 
li-rajQsa HvalsiSvaraso V^?r,a K«}hpl’4in5a Wodara vwwKi 

King, the King of Kings, Lord of the World the Great Lord, Vima 
KathapbiSa, the Saviour 



43 Obv The bearded king stands facing left, sacrifices at an altar 
with hiS right hand left hand resting on the waist, wearing heavy boots, 
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behind the altar in the left field trident with axe combined; fillets over¬ 
flowing the shoulders; monogram in the right upper field and a club in 
the lower right field; Greek legend from 1.00 : BACIASYC BACIASWN 
(CWTHP MSp AC) OOHMO KAA 9 &ICHC, which means the Great King, 
King of Kings, the Great Saviour, Vima Kadphises. 

Rev : §iva stands facing left; hair tied in a top knot; holds a 
trident in the up-raised right hand; drapery hanging at his back; mndipada 
in the field; circular Kh. legend : Maharajasa rajadirajasa sarvaloga isvarasa 
mahisvarasa hma kapiiasa tradata which means the Great King, the 
King of Kings, Lord of the World, the Great Lord, Vima Kathaphisa, the 
Saviour. 

44. Obv : The king stands facing left wears diadem and helmet; 
sacrifices at an altar with his right hand; axe combined trident in the 
left field; and club in the right field; monogram in the right upper field; 
Greek legend from 12.00 ; BACIASYC BACIASWN (CWTHP) MEPAC 
OOHMO KAA^ICHC which means the King, the Great King, the Great 
Saviour, Vima Kadphises. 

Rev : Siva facing wears head-dress and drapery over shoulders; holds 
trident in raised right hand; behind him bull facing right; circular Kh. 
legend ; Maharajasa rajadirajasa sarvaloga isvarasa mahisvarasa hima 
kapisasa tradata which means the Great King, the King of Kings, Lord 
of the World, the Great Lord, Vima Kathaphi§a, the Saviour. 

The portrait on this coin closely resembles the portrait in stone 
of Kanishka at Mathura. It depicts a close correspondence between 
the art of the dynastic shrines of Mathura, of Surkh Kotal and the 
symbolic spirit of the Kushana coins. 





45. Obv : King facing left sacrifices at an altar with his right hand; 
the head portion is lost; wears a diadem; left hand rests over the waist; 
axe combined trident in the left field; club and monogram in the right 
field; traces of Greek legend : (BACIASVC BACIASWN) CWTHP 
MSP AC OOHMO KA (AtjilCHC) which means the King of Kings, the 
Great Saviour, Vima Kadphises, 
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Siva facing holds a indent in the up raised right hand^ has a 
bull behind him, monogram in the left upper field, traces of AA legend 
Maharajasa rajathrajasa sanaloga isvarasa ntakisxarasa hlma kaptSasa 
jractata which means the Great King the king of Kings, Lord of the 
World, the Great Lord, Vima Kathaphifa, the Saviour 

46 Ob\ The hmg stands facing left, wears a diadem and helmet, 
sacrifices at an altar with his right hand, axe combined trident in the left 
field, a club in the right lower field, the left hand rests on the waist, 
fillets over fiowmg the shoulders, monogram m the right upper field, 
traces of Greek legend . CWTHP MSr AC OOHMO KAA^I which 
means the King of Kings, the Great Saviour, Vima kadphises 

Re\ Siva facing wears head*dress and drapery over shoulders, holds 
trident in raised right hand, behind him bull facing right, circular Kh 
legend Maharajasa rajadtrajasa sarvahga tsxarasa tuahi^iorasa hma 
kapisasa tradata which means the Great King, the King of kings. Lord of 
the World, the Great Lord Vima kathaphiSa, the Saviour 



CHAPTER NINE 


COINS OF A NAMELESS KING 


I. GENERAL 

A few copper coins of Vima Kadphises bear the title BASIAEQS 
BASIAEWN SWTHP ME PAS OOHMO KA^icuc te., Basileus Basileon 
Soter Megas Vima Kadphises which means the Great king of kings, 
the Great Saviour, Vima Kadphises, A large number of copper 
coins with the same title but not mentioning the name of Vima 
Kadphises or any ruler have also been found all over the Panjab, in 
Kandhara, the Kabul Valley and upto Mathura. These copper coins 
have been styled as of a Nameless King, These coins mostly have on 
obverse a Greek legend, and their reverse have sometimes a Kharoshlhl 
legend. The legends in Greek and Kharoshlhl do not mention the 
name of the ruler either. In the absence of any name, these coins are 
classified as those of Soter Megas, which means the Great Saviour. 
The coins of Soter Megas, purport to be struck by an anonymous 
ruler calling himself the king of kings, the Great Saviour. 

Who was this Soter Meges? Was he a Kushana monarch? 
Could he be identified with Vima Kadphises? If so, the coins attri¬ 
buted to Soter Megas were the first attempt to alter certain traits of 
Kushana coinage prior to a complete reorganisation of the Kushana 
monetary system by Vima Kadpliises. Are these coins to be reckoned 
as a separate series issued anonymously by some king whose name is 
otherwise unknown to us, or are these the currency of a monarch 
whose name we know, possibly from coins, as well as from inscriptions? 

Paleography and fabric of these copper coins, connect them to 
Miaus, as well as due to their similarity as coin types as evident by the 
use of ‘reel and bead border' anA‘horseman typed A circular margin of 
reels and pellets if common to the coins of Miaus is also common to the 
coins of the Nameless King and Vima Kadphises. However, the thickness 
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and weight of the coins of Sotcr Megas arc different from that of Miaus 
These coins seem to be related to Vima Kadphises by use of the 
nominative for the Greek legends of the titles The title Basileus 
Basjleon Sotcr Megas is common to both the rulers 

Vima Kadphiscs holds a club up-right before his face whereas the 
Nameless King also holds a sceptre up right before hts face 

Coins of both the kings have the same peculiar form of the U!arosfi{hI 
letter ja (v) 

Another important letter i/ m hharoshfhi occurs on many coins of 
this Nameless King If it is the initial of a name, it has to be connected 
to Vima Kndphisct 

On one of these coins of the Nameless king, two Greek letters OH 
arc clearly legible (see com 50 below) Could these letters stand, if the 
other letters have not been lost for OOHMO i c , Vima? 

The fabric of the coins which arc mainly in copper, and the absence 
of the square form point to a period of the early KushSna rulers and 
possibly he has been correctly presumed to be a conlcroporaty of Vima 

Since, the bust portraits on the coins of Vima Kadphises and 
the Nameless King are not identical, these coins, it has to be presumed, 
belonged to two separate rulers 

Roman Ghirshman has published an illustration of a unique 
silver decadrachm having on the obverse a portrait of Vima, as 
identified by the accompanying corrupt Greek legend, and showing 
a standing prince on its reverse, again identified as king Kanishka by 
Greek legend Kamshka is seen holding a lance and the monogram 
behind him is similar to the monogram appearing on the corns of 
Soter Megas He has, therefore, expressed the opinion, that Kamshka 
himself had issued coins as Soter Megas pnor to his ascending the 
throne as emperor and therefore, he concludes that he was Viceroy of 
Vima Kadphiscs ^ 

II HIS IMPORTANT COINS 

Mainly copper coins of this ruler are available The coins of 
Sotcr Megas fall into the following groups 

1 Ghirsbman, Melanges Massignon, Vol II, also in Cahiers d bisloirc Mondialc, 
III (1957), p 63911 
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i) with the Greek legend Basileus Basileon Soter Megas and with its 
literal transliteration into Kharosh{ht 

ii) Only with the Greek legend Basileus Basileon Soter Megas transl¬ 
ated as 'of the king of Kings, the Great Saviour.' 

The Nameless King issued probably a few coins of base silver, 
a single specimen of which is found in the British Museum (coin No. 47 
below). 

The Nameless King Soter Megas had followed the Attic 
drachm for his copper coins which show a diademed bust and a 
standing Zeus holding a sceptre and a thunderbolt and Greek legend. 
This type of coin is exclusively found at Mathura and south eastern 
Panjab. 

Another type of copper coins of Soter Megas bearing a 
radiating bust to right holding a fillet and an equestrian male holding 
ankusa and only Greek legend was struck on the standard of Attic 
didrachms and is found throughout the territory controlled by him 
including the Panjab. 

The important coins of the Nameless King are ; 




47. Obv : The king rides a horse back, both the king and horse face 
right: right hand up-raised; ribbons or fillets over flowing the shoulders; 
monogram to right; Greek legend re-constructed reads : BASIAEGS 
BASIASWN CWTHP ME TAG i.e., Basileus Basileon Soter Megas and 
means the King of Kings, the Great Saviour. 

Rev ; Zeus faces right and is clad in himation; ribbons or fillets over 
flow the shoulders; right hand raised and left hand holds a sceptre; to 
left a Kh. letter and to right an uncertain object; Kh. legend reconstructed 
reads ; Maharajasa rajadirajasa mahatasa tradatasa, i.e., the Great King, 
King of Kings, the Great Saviour. 

48. Obv : Bust of a helmeted king facing right; monogram behind 
the head. 
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Rc\ The king ^vcanng peaked hLlmet faces right ^^d ndes a horse 
also facing right, two ribbons or fillets overflow the lack, monogram 
below the mouth of the horse, Greek legend reconstructed reads 
BASIAEVS BASIALVWN CWTHP ME TAG i e Basileus BasiUon Soter 
Afegas and means the King of kings, the Great Saviour 




49 Obi Radiate and diademed bust of a hetmeted king with fillets 
over flowing shoulders faces right and is clad m himation, one hand 
holds a lance bound with fillets, monogram behind the head, reel and 
pellet border 

JRev The king faces right and rides a horse also facing right, has 
flowing fillets, monogram below the mouth of the horse, circular Greek 
legend reconstructed reads BASIAEfJS BASIASYWN CWTHP MEfAC 
ie, Baslkus Basiteon Soter Afegas and means the King of Kings, the 
Great Saviour 

50 Obv Bust of a helmcled king with over flowing fillets, clad m 
himation faces right and holds an indistinct object in the raised left hand, 
Greek letters behind the head OH, reel and bead border 

Rev King faces right and rides a horse also facing right, wears a 
high peaked helmet with two fillets over flow mg Greek legend recon 
slructed reads BASIAEE BASIASWN CWTHP MEfAC /c , Basilm 
Beuilcon Soter Afegas and means the King of kings, the Great Saviour, 
monogram below the mouth of the horse 


SI 



51 Obv Bust of 0 h'Sh necked king wearing a cap or a helmet faces 
right, behind the head monogram, indistinct reel and bead border 

J?ev The king with raised right baud rides a horse aud both face nght, 
over flowiog^fillcts behind the bead, the hooves of the horse are based on a 
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straight line; below the straight line a rocky or wavy base; monogram 
before the hor^e mouth; circular Greek legend reconstructed reads: 
BASIAEOS EASIASYWN CWTHP METAC i.e. Basileus Ba'iileon Soter 
Megas, and means the King of Kings, the Great Saviour. 


52. Obv : Bust of king wearing crested helmet faces left; a lance in 
the right hand; monogram in the right field; reel and bead border. 

Rev : The king wearing a helmet with head back drawn and fillets 
over flowing the shoulders rides a horse also facing right; the hooves of 
the horse resting on a straight line below which another wavy line; 
monogram before the horse; traces of a circular Greek legend recon¬ 
structed reads as; BASIASOS BASIASYWN CWTHP METAC Le., 
Basileus Basileon Soter Megas and means the King of Kings, the Great 
Saviour. 









54 









53. Obv : The king wearing a himation and a crested helmet faces 
left; monogram behind the head in the right field; Kh. letter in the 
left field. 

Rev : The helmeted king riding a horse with over flowing fillets 
holds an indistinct object in the raised right hand and faces right; the 
horse also faces right and stands on a straight line; monogram in the 
right lower field; traces of circular Greek legend reconstructed reads : 
BASIASQS BASIASYWN CWTHP METAC i.e., Basileus Basileon Soter 
Megas and means the King of King, the Great Saviour. 

54. Obv : Bust of a diademed and helmeted king faces right; two over 
flowing fillets behind the head; monogram before the mouth. 

Rev : Zeus standing faces left and holds in right hand a thunder bolt 
resting over an altar(?); sceptre in the left hand; Greek legend reconst¬ 
ructed reads as : BASIASOS BASIASYWN CWTHP METAC i.e., 
Basileus Basileon Soter Megas and means the King of Kings, the Great 
Saviour. 


Another copper coin of the Nameless King is preserved in the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta. Its detailed are : 

54(a). obv : A horseman wearing a diadem and a hat, faces right; 
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bolds a sbott weapon m bts right hand, monogram in front of the hoist, 
blurred legend re-constructed reads : BASIAEflS BAStArYl\N CWTH? 
MEfAC 

iiav .‘StandingZeus, faces right, holds a long sceptre, right arm ex¬ 
tended, in his front a plant like object springing from a ball; A7i, letters 
v; (or fi) in left held; AA legend mostly illegible : ma/iamjasa rajadirajasa 
mahatasa traiarasa. 

The British Museum also has a coin of the Nameless King with 
details as below; 

54(b) 0\b : Bust of a hclmcicd king, faces right, radiate and 
diademed, a lance, bound with Bllet, in the right hand, monogram hehud 
the head 

Aev * King rides a horse-back, both face right; diademed; holds an 
at^ia m the right hand; Greek legend ; BAZlAEnS BAZIASYWN 
CWTHP METAC; monogram on the right. 



CHAPTER TEN 


COINAGE OF KANISHKA 


I. GENERAL 

Kanishka, the most famous ruler of the Kushanas, had further 
introduced changes in the coinage. His gold coinage difiFers mostly 
from that of Vima Kadphises, his predecessor. Prosperity of the 
Kushana empire, so remarkably attested by the gold coins of Vima 
Kadphises, appears to have further multiplied under Kanishka. The 
greater variety of devices on reverse furnish a direct evidence of 
economic prosperity. The name denarius was adopted in the Sanskrit 
language as dinara for a gold coin. So also dramma was adopted for 
a silver coin from the Greek coin denomination drachma. 

Kanishka never issued the double stater or dinara type gold 
coins which were issued by his predecessor. His coins are of one type, 
but in two sizes. These show only two modest royal portrait types. 
Kanishka progressively discarded the legends in Greek and Kharoshlhi 
on his coins; he instead used the Bactrian language chiefly current in 
middle Iran and found in inscriptions from Surkh Kotal, as well. 
He implanted the Iranian title Shaonano shao. Titles like Maharaja 
rajdtirdja and the Greek title BACIASYC became a rarity. He gave 
Iranian names to the deities appearing on reverse of his coins. It was 
neither Surya, as writtenin Sanskrit, nor HAIO<, as found in Greek, 
but MIIRO as in Bactrian language. Similarly, it was MAO for Chandra 
or <A/\HNH. 

The most characteristic feature of his coins is the variety of 
deities on reverse of his coins. Names and figures of Brahmanical, 
Buddhist, Greek and Persian deities are engraved on his coins. The 
script is Greek but written in the Bactrian language or Khotanese— 
Saka as designated by Sten Know. The most remarkable departure 
from his predecessors was discontinuance of the practice of issuing 
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bi-scriptual and bi-Hngual coins. This great thrust in eliminating Greek 
and Prakrit, the language of bis subjects, must have had a stupendous 
effect on them. Was it unilateral? 

Kanishka introduced a spear on his coins. In contemporary 
Rome, a spear was the prime symbol of imperial authority. It was 
treated as a sacred object and used in the administration of justice. A 
long spear and a long sword are the basic offensive weapons. There 
arc instances of armed Kushana kings shown as worshippers. More¬ 
over, the tradition introduced by Kanishka as expressed on his coins 
is as well evident in contemporary sculptures. 

Kanishka, on most of his coins bolds an anktUa or an elephant 
goad in the hand with which he performs a sacriGce over the fire altar, 
almost as though this weapon was in some way necessary for the 
performance of the ritual. A goad is an instrument of warfare. Vima 
Kadphises and Huvishka have been shown on their coins as triumphant 
elephant riders. Huvishka also had carried a goad. However, the 
goad successively disappeared from KushSna coinage. 

11. COINS OF KANISHKA 

Following' types of coins of Kanishka have been found : 

a. HELLENISTIC DEITIES 


Type: I. King at an altar and iiAioc gold, round: 



55. Obv : Bearded king, radiate, standing and facing left; wearing a 
peaked helmet with fillets over flowing the back, sacrifices over a small 
allar with the right hand; flames emanate from the right shoulder; a spear 


^Arranged according to the alphabetical order of the deities shown on the reverse 
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in left raised hand; dressed in a long tunic, salwar and with some kind 
of anklets and boots; wears a belt with a buckle; Greek legend from 
1.00 : BACIASYC BACIASWN KANHpKOY i.e., Basileus Basileon 
Kaneshkoy, which means Kanishka, the King of Kings. 

Rev : Helios or Sun-god, standing to left has radiate nimbus; over 
flowing fillets above the shoulders; extended right hand is up raised; left 
hand rests on the hilt of a short sword; wears diadem, long tunic, boots, 
and a mantle held by a single round clasp at the chest; legend in Greek : 
HAIO< i.e., HELIOS or the Sun-god; monogram in the middle of the left 
field; beaded border. 

Type I. (a). King at an altar and HAIOC copper, round: 

56, Obv : Bearded standing king faces left; wears a peaked helmet 
with fillets over flowing the back; sacrifices over a small altar with his right 
hand: flames emanate from the left shoulder; a spear in left raised hand; 
dressed in a long heavy coat, salwar and boots; wears a belt with a 
double unit buckle; Greek legend from 1.00 : BACIASYC BACIASWN 
KANHpKOY i.e., Basileus Basileon Kaneshkoy, which means Kanishka, 
the King of Kings. 

Rev ; Helios or Sun-god standing and facing left has a radiate nimbus; 
over flowing fillets above the shoulders; extended raised right hand in 
peculiar two finger gesture and left hand rests on the hilt of a short 
sword; wears a diadem, a long tunic, ankle boots, and a mantle held by a 
single round clasp at the chest; represents the deity Helios; legend in 
Greek : HAIO< i.e., HELIOS or the Sun-god; monogram in the middle 
of the left field; beaded border. 

Type II. King at an altar and H(j>Ai<TO<; gold, round: 



57. Obv : Bearded king standing, faces left; wears a head dress and 
sacrifices over a small altar with his right hand; left hand up raised holds 
a spear; dressed in a long tunic, salwar fand a mantle; Greek legend 
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from 1.00 : BACIAEYC BACIAEWN KANHpKOY f.c., Basilcus Uasileon 
Kaneshkoy, which means Kantshka, the King of Kings. 

Kev : A standing male faces left; holds a diadem with a fillet m right 
extended hand; left hand rests on the waist; wears a long robe with sleeves, 
boots and a mantle; Greek legend on the right : H^AI<TO<; i.e., 
EPHAISTOS or the Ftre-god : monogram in the left field, beaded border; 
damaged 


Type in. King at an altar and <.AAHNll; gold^ round : 






SS. O&v; Standing and bearded king faces left and wears a peaked 
helmet with fillets over flowing the shoulders; sacrifices over a small altar 
with his right hand; flames emanate from the right shoulder; holds a 
spear in the left raised hand, dressed in a long tunic and salw&r and a 
mantle held by a clasp at the chest; armed also with a sword; wears 
a belt; Greek legend from 1.00 : BACIASYC BACIASWN KANHpKOY 
i.e.t Basilcus Basileon Kaneshkoy, which means Kanishka, the King of 
Kings, 

Rev : A male standing faces left and wears a tunic, a mantle, and 
boots; right raised hand extended; left hand holds a long staff with 
rounded knob-head and over flowing ribbons; lunar disk at shoulders, 
Greek legend on the right: <AAHNH i.e., SALENE or the Moon-god: 
monogram in the left middle field; incomplete beaded border. 

^9. Obv : Standing and bearded king faces left and uears a helmet 
with fillets over flowing the shoulders; sacrifices over a small altar with the 
right hand; flames emanate from the right shoulder; spear with ribbons 
in the raised left hand; dressed in a long tunic and salw3r and boots; 
Greek legend from I.OO; BACIASYC BAClASWN KANHpKOY t.e,. 
Basileus Basileon Kaneshkoy which means Kanishla, the Ktngcf Kings, 

Rev: A standing male faces left; extended right hand raised; a lunar 
disk at shoulders; left hand, holding a long staff with rounded knob-head 
and ribbons, rests at the waul; Greek legend on the light: <AAHNH 
SALENE or the Moon-god; monogram in the middle left field; incomplete 
beaded border. 
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b. IRANIAN DEITIES 

Type IV. King at an altar and AP^OXpO; gold, round : 



60. Obv : Standing and bearded king wearing a round helmet with 
crest ornament faces left; sacrifices over an altar with his right hand 
which also holds an ankusa; brim of cap adorned by square shape patterns; 
has a prominent wart; a spear in his raised left hand; flames emanate from 
the shoulders; dressed in a long tunic, salwdr and a mantle with a design, 
held by a clasp at the chest; armed with a sword hanging down the waist; 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANO pAO KA/ 
NHpKI KOpANO, i.e., Shahenshah Kaneshki, the Kushana or King of 
Kings, Kanishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A female stands to right; nimbate; hair tied with a fillet which 
also hangs down the shoulders; dressed in double robe; holds cornucopia 
with sheafs of grain in right hand; legend on the left, read from outside: 
APAOXpO i.e., ARDOKSHO, the Goddess of Abundance;monogiam m 
the right field; beaded border. 

61. Obv : Standing king, wearing a low helmet and diadem, faces left; 
sacrifices with his right hand over an altar, an elephant goad or an 
afikusa also in the right hand; long beard; fillets over flowing the shoulders; 
clad in a heavy coat, trousers and a cloak or mantle held at the chest 
with a clasp; wears boots, and a belt tied with a buckle at the waist; a 
spear in the raised left hand; sword hangs down the waist; Bactrian legend 
in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO 
i.e. Shahenshah Kaneshki, the Kushana or King of Kings, Kanishka, the 
Ktisharia. 

Rev ; A female, nimbate, wearing modius faces right; clad in chiton 
and himation; holds a cornucopia with sheafs of grain emerging from its 
end in the right hand; legend on the left, read from outside: APAOXpO 
i.e., ARDOKSHO or the Goddess o/Xfcwncfornce; monogram in the right 
lower field; beaded border. 
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Type V. King at an altar and AOpO, gold, round : 




62 Obv Bearded and standing king faces left, wears a low round 
cap, of uncertain design, tied with ribbons which over flow the shoulders, 
sacrifices over a low altar with the right hand which also holds an 
elephant goad or an ankuia, flames emanate from the right shoulder, a 
spear in the raised left hand, dressed in a long tunic, iahar, and a mantle, 
a sword hanging down front the front of the waist, Bactnan legend in 
Greek characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO. / e., 
ShahenshahKaneshkt, //leAitf/mtKiorKtng of Kings, Kamshka, the Kushatja 

Rev . Bearded male standing, faces left, wears fillets around the head 
which flutter over the shoulders, flames emanate from shoulders, holds 
a flllet in extended right hand, left hand rests on waist, wears a long 
robe, with sleeves, boots and a mantle tied at the chest, {.legend to the 
n^t AOpO f e . ATHSKO or the Fire-god, monogram in the left field, 
beaded border 

63 Obv . Bearded and standing king wearing a peaked and crested 
helmet, with fillets over flowing the shoulders, faces left and sacrifices 
over a smalt altar with his right hand holding an elephant goad or an 
ankuia, spear having a knobbed end in bis raised left band, wears along 
tunic, salwar and boots, and a mantle, legend from 7.00. pAONANO pAO 
KA/NHpKI KOpANO, I e , Shahensbah Kaneshki, the Kushand or king 
of Kings, Kamshka, the Kushana 

Rev. A long bearded male, faces left, ribbons tied round the forehead, 
with some kind of device at forehead, flutter over the shoulders, flames 
emanate from shoulders, a fillet in the extended right hand, the left band 
rests on hips, wears a tong robe with sleeves and tied at the chest, boots 
and a mantle, legend on the right AOpO le, ATHSHO, the fire god, 
beaded border 



64 Ob\ . Bust of a king emerging from rocks in profile, fac« If^h 
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holds a staff in the left handj wears a low, forward pointing cap with 
crest ornament, a circular spot at its side, and thin bill; ribbons over flow 
the shoulders; a wart visible near the moustaches; Bactrian legend in 
Greek characters from 1.00 : pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKT KOpANO 
i.e., Shahenshah Kaneshka, the KttshSna or King of Kings, Kanishka. the 
Kushana. 

fiev : A long bearded male, faces left; ribbons tied around the fore¬ 
head; flames emanate from the shoulders; fillet in the extended right hand, 
the left hand rests on hips; wears a dress tied at the chest with a clasp, 
another dress for the lower portion and bools; legend on the right A0pO 
i.e., ATHSHO, the Fire-god; monogram in the left lower field; beaded 
boder. It is a quarter-dinar. 


Type VI. King at an altar and APOOA<r[0; gold, round: 



65. Obv : Standing and bearded king, wears a round crested helmet 
which has a side device similar to that on the helmets worn by the 
Macedonian Soldier type of coins of Kujula Kadphises; sacrifices with 
his right hand, which also holds an ankiisa, over an altar; flames emanate 
from shoulders; fillets over flow the back; spear with a sharp end in 
the raised left hand; dressed in a long tunic which has a wavy design, 
salwdr and a mantle also designed, held by a clasp at the chest; a sword 
hangs down the waist in the right field; Bactrian legend in Greek 
characters beginning from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO 
i.e., Shahenshah Kaneshki, the Kushana, or King of Kings, Kanishka, the 
Kushana. 

Rev : A bearded male standing frontally, faces right; a wreath in 
right raised hand; wears a diadem, tunic and boots; behind him facing 
right a horse whose left fore-leg is off the ground; legend on the right: 
APOOA<nO i.e., DROOASPO (LROOASPO)or the Guardian of the 
Health of the Beasts; monogram behind the back of the male figure; 
beaded border. 

66 . Obv : Standing, bearded and moustached king wearing a round 
diademed helmet tied with ribbons over flowing the back, faces left and 
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saciifitcs at a round altar vviih his right hand which also holds an ankusa, 
raised left hand holds a spear with a sharp pointed end, flames emanate 
from the right shoulder, clad in a designed heavy coat and trousers and 
a mantle tied with a clasp at the chest, sword hangs m the right field 
from the waist, Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7 00 
pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO ie , Shaltenshali KaneshU, (he 
Kusliana or King of Kings Kanishka, the Ktishaga 

Hev Standing bearded and diademed deny faces right, holds a 
wreath or a diadem in the raised right hand, forehead tied with a fillet 
which also over flows the back, behind a saddled horse who is trotting 
with the left foreleg raised, Jegerd on the right APOOA<nO or 
DROOASPO (LROOASPO), monogram in the left field, beaded border 

Type VIL King at an altar and MANAGE A TO, gold, round ■ 




67 Ofcv Staniiing and bearded king wearing a htlmit facta left, 
sacrifices over a low altar with his right band which also holds an elephant 
goad or an wikuia, flames emanate from the shoulders, holds m bis left 
raised hand a spear, dressed m a long designed tunic, lufiv^r and a 
designed mantle held at the chest with a clasp, flowing fillets behind the 
head, Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO 
KA/NHpKI KOpANO, i e , Shahensbah Kancshktt the KushSna or King of 
Kings Kanishka, the Kushana 

Rev A male e/j/oce with head in profile to right, sits on a heavily 
oiduauAd th.c<iise. vs ah. C«t, wears a tucu(C,be5.ttiJadbciQU^6Uet5 
tying the forehead over flow the shoulders, wears a Macedonian Soldier 
type helmet, has a tnpartitc crest ornament, lunar crescent attached to 
shouldcis, holds in four arms upper left a sceptre, lower left a chakra 
with hub and twelve gems, upper right a circlet or a torque, loner 
nght a diadem, legend from 7 00 on the left MANAOBAfO le, 
M AN AO B AGO or the Moon^god, monogram in the right lower field, 
beaded border 

68 Obv Standing and bearded king wearing a helmet, faces left, 
offers oblations into an altar with his right hand which also holds an 
aiJJtwia, fillets tying the forehead over flow the shoulders, a spear in bis 
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raised left hand; wears a knee long heavy coat, salwar, boots and a 
mantle; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANO pAO 
KA/NHpKI KOpANO. 

Rev : A male seated on a heavily cushioned throne with lion’s feet. 
Wearing a tunic and boots, faces right; wears a Macedonian Soldier type 
helmet with a tripartite crest ornament; lunar crescent attached to 
shoulders; fillets tying the forehead over flow the shoulders; holds a chakra 
with hub and twelve gems in the left raised hand; lower right hand holds a 
diadem; blurred legend on the left : MANAOBAfO i.e., MANAOBAGO 
or the Moon-god; monogram in the right field; beaded border. 

Four arms of MANAOBAGO are like those of OESHO-Siva. The 
powers of a deity are enhanced with the two additional arms. The 
lunar crescent at the shoulders of this deity could mean that the 
source of the deity is Vohit Manah. The iconographic significance of 
this figure seems to be centered upon the right to rule, since it carries 
the torque and a diadem and a chakra. It is difficult to relate this 
deity to religious and literary sources. 

Type VIII. King at an altar and MAO; gold, round: 




69. Obv: Standing and bearded king, radiate, wearing a helmet 
having beaded design at the brim, faces left and sacrifices at an altar with 
his right hand which also holds an ahkusa; fillets tying the helmet over 
flow the shoulders; flames emanate from shoulders; holds a spear in the 
raised left hand; dressed in a tunic, salwdr and a designed mantle with 
prominent boots; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00: 
pAONANO pAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO. 

Rev : male standing frontally with head in profile to left is dressed in 
a tunic, a mantle and boots; lunar crescent behind the shoulders; holds a 
staff with globular finial in left arm; right hand makes a two fingered 
gesture; legend on the right : MAO i.e., the Moon-god; monogram in the 
left lower field; beaded border. 

70. Obv : Standing and long bearded king, radiate, wearing a helmet, 
having design at its brim, faces left and sacrifices at an altar with his 
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right hand holding also an anku^a fillets over flow the shoulders from 
which Barnes emanate, holds a spear in the raised left hand dressed m a 
tunic, salndr and a designed mantle with promment boots, Bactrian legend 
in Greek characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO 
i e , Shahenshah kaneshkt, the Kushana or King of Kings Kanishka, the 
Kush^na 

Jtev A male standing frontally head in profile to left wears a head 
gear with beaded design at the fore head, lunar crescent behind shoulders 
dressed in a tunic, a mantle having a design and boots, left arm holds 
a staff with globular ftnial, right extended hand makes two fingered 
gesture, legend on the right MAO, ie , the Moon god, monogram mibe 
left lower field, beaded border 

Type VIII (fO of a King and MAO, gold, round 



71 Obv Bust showing the portrait of an elderly robust bearded 
king facing to the left and wearing a crested helmet, a clasp below the 
beard Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 1 00 truncated on the 
right pAONANO pAO KANHp/KI KOpANO 

Rc\ A male standing frontally, dressed in a tunic, a mantle and 
boots faces left, lunar crescent behind shoulders, holds a staff with a 
globular finial in the left hand, right extended hand in the left upper 
field makes a distinctive two fingered gesture, legend on the right MAO 
/ e, the Moon god, monogram in the left lower field, beaded border 

Type IX King at an altar with MUPO, gold, round 



72 Obv Standing and bearded king wearing a conical shaped helmet, 
olfcring oblations into an altar with right hand which also holds an 
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ankusa, faces left; fillets over flowing the shoulders; holds a spear in the 
raised left band; wears a tunic, a designed mantle and salwar and boots; 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 pAONANOpAO KA/ 
NHpKI KOpANO i.e., Shahenshah Kaneshki, the Kushana or King of 
Kings, Kanishka, the Kushana. 

Rev: Diademed male standing frontally, faces left; nimbate and 
radiate or Sun-rays in a circle around the head; wears a tunic and a 
mantle and short boots; wears a low cap tied with a ribbon; fillets over 
flowing the shoulders; extended right hand makes a peculiar two fingered 
gesture; armed with a short sword held in the left hand which rests on 
the waist; legend on the right: MIIPO i.e., MIIRO or the Sun-god, 
monogram in the left field; beaded border. 

73. Obv ; Bearded king facing left wears a round helmet and offers 
oblations into an altar with his right hand which also holds an ankusa; 
radiate; fillets over flowing the shoulders; a spear in the raised left hand; 
wears a tunic, a designed mantle, designed trousers and boots; Bactrian 
legend in Greek characters 7.00 : pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO 
i.e., Shahenshah Kaneshki, the Kushana or King of Kings, Kanishka, the 
Kusbapa. 

Rev : Diademed male stands and faces left; nimbate and radiate or 
Sun-rays in a circle around the head; wears a tunic and a mantle and 
short boots; wears a law cap tied with fillets over flowing the shoulders; 
extended right hand makes a peculiar two fingered gesture; armed with a 
short sword held in the left hand which rests on the waist; legend on the 
right : MIIPO i.e., MIIRO or the Sun-god; monogram in the left field; 
beaded border. 


74 







74. Obv: Bearded king wears a conical shaped helmet; offers oblations 
into an altar with his right hand which also holds an ankusa; stands 
facing left; fillets over flowing the shoulders; a spear in the raised left 
hand; wears a long heavy coat, trousers and boots; Bactrian legend in 
Greek characters from 1.00; pAONANOpAO KANHpKI KOpANO; 
from 1.00 most of the letters are truncated. 

Rev : Diademed male standing to left; nimbate and radiate or Sun- 
rays in a circle around the bead; wears a tunic and short boots; wears a 
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low cap having beaded brim, left hand rests on the waist and bolds an 
object, cictcndcd right hand makes a peculiar two fingered gesture, legend 
on the right MIIPO / e , MIIRO or the Sun godt monogram in the left 
lower field headed border 

Type IX ( a) Kins MSIPO, gold^ round 



75 Obv Bearded king wearing a conical shaped helmet, offering 
oblations into an altar with right hand which also holds an ankuia faces 
left, fillets over flowing the shoulders, holds a spear in the raised left 
hand wears a long heavy coat, trousers and boots Bactnan legend in 
Greek characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO KA/NHpkl KOpANO 
/ e Shahemhah Kaneshki the Kush3(ta or King of Kings Kanishla the 
Kushana 

Rev Sun god radiate, having halo of Sun rays, wearing a cap stands 
facing left knobbed staff in the left band, a sword hangs down the waist, 
right hand extended wears a heavy coat designed trousers and boots, 
legend on the right MZfPO i e , MEIRO or the Sun god monogram m 
the left lower field beaded border 

Type IX (b) MIIPO on obverse and NANApAO on re\erse, gold, round 



75 Obv Sun god wearing a long coat, a mantle trousers and short 
boots stands facing left, halo of Sun rays behind (behead, right extended 
hand makes a two fingered gesture and holds an uncertain object, left 
hand rests on the waist, legend on the right MIIPO i c, MilRO or 1/ie 
Sun god, monogram in the left field, beaded border 

Rev NANApAO nimbatc and diademed faces right, head surmoun 
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ted by a crescent; fillets over flowing the shoulders; holds a sceptre 
ending in fore-part of a horse and patera in the right hand; a bowl(?) 
before the waist; sword hangs down the waist in the left field; legend on 
the left: NANApAO i.e., NANASHAO or Nana, the Ruler, monogram in 
the left field; beaded border. 


Type X. King at an altar and Mo{LOOANO; gold, round: 



77. Obv : Standing and bearded king, faces left and offers oblations 
into an altar with his right hand which also holds an ahkttsa', a spear in 
left raised hand; wears a round helmet with beaded brim tied with ribbons 
also over flowing the shoulders; fillets over flow the shoulders; dressed 
in a long heavy coat, a mantle and sahvar and boots; Bactrian legend in 
Greek characters from 7.00: pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO 
i.e., Shahenshah Kaneshki, the Kushana or King of Kings, Kanishka, the 
Kushapa. 

Rev : A bearded male en face rides a two headed horse; wears a hat 
tied at the forehead with ribbons which over flow the shoulders; diademed; 
hair in a small Parthian bun at the back of the neck; in the right hand 
holds a long raised staff, having a signle ring near the top; right visible 
foot covered with a heavy boot; a sword hangs down the right portion 
of the waist; Bactrian legend in Greek characters on the right : 
MO(AOOANO i.e., MOZDOOANO or Mazdah Vano; monogram in the 
left upper field; beaded border. 

78. Obv : Standing and bearded king faces left and offers oblations 
into an altar with his right hand; in the left raised hand a spear with a 
round knob at its top; armed with a sword hanging down the waist; only 
part of the helmet is visible; fillets over flowing the shoulders; dressed in 
a heavy coat, a mantle and sahvar and boots; Bactrian legend in Greek 
characters from 7.00; pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO i.e., Shahen¬ 
shah Kaneshki, the Kushana or King of Kings, Kanishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A male facing right rides a two headed horse whose left foreleg 
is raised; bearded and wearing a hat tied with ribbons over flowing the 
shoulders; hair in a small Parthian bun at the back of the head; in the 
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light hand bolds a Jong stafF, having a single ring near its lop; Bactriaa 
legend in Greek characters on the right: MO(AOOANO i.e., MOZDOO- 
ANO or Alazdait Vaw; monogram in the Icfi upper field; beaded border. 



79. Oirt': King radiate stands facing left and o/Tcrs oWalfons into an 
altar with his right hand; wears a helmet tied at the brim with a ribbon 
which is over flowing the back; wears a designed a manlle and 

salwar and boots; in the left raised hand holds a spear with a knob at its 
top; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00: pAONANOpAO 
KA/NHpKI KOpANO i.e., Shahenshah Kaneshki, the KushArja or King of 
Kings Kanishka, the Kushdua. 

Hev: A bearded male faces right and rides a two headed horse whose 
left fore-leg is raised; wears a bat tied with ribbons at the forehead; 
ribbons over flow above the shoulders; diademed; in the right hand holds 
a long raised staff or trident; wears a heavy coat and boots; a sword bangs 
down the right part of the waist; Bactrian legend in Greek characters on 
the right ; MO(AOOANO i c., MOZDOOAKO or A/nzdn/t Kano; mono¬ 
gram in the left upper field, beaded border. 

Type XI. King at an altar and nana: gold, round: 

SO. .* Standing and long bearded king faces left and offers obla¬ 
tions into an altar with the right hand which also bolds an ahkuSa; a tong 
spear in the raised left band; a sword bangs down the waist in the left 
field; wears a tunic, a mantle tied at the chest with a double clasp, designed 
trousers and boots; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00: 
pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO ie., Shahenshah KaiieshU, the 
KushSpa or King of Kings, Kanishka, the KushSpa. 




Hev: A standing female faces right; diademed; atop head a prominent 
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lunar crescent; halo around head; wears a crown lied with a ribbon which 
over flows the back; dressed in a designed robe; a staff ending with a 
protome of horse or stag in the right hand; a bowI(?) in the left hand; 
legend on left read from outside : NANA i.e., NANA or the Goddess of 
Fertility- monogram in the right lower field; beaded border. 

This coin has been found at Begram. 

81. ; Standing and bearded king faces left and offers oblations 

over an altar with the right band which also holds an aiikttsa; a long spear 
in the raised left hand; wears a long heavy coat tied at the chest with a 
clasp, trousers and boots; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : 
pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO i.e., Shahenshah Kaneshki, the 
Kushana or King of Kings, Kanishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A standing female faces right; diademed; atop head a prominent 
lunar crescent; halo around head; wears a crown tied with a ribbon which 
also over flows the back; dressed in a robe; holds a staff ending with a 
protome of horse or stag in the right hand; a bowl(?) in the left hand; 
legend on the left : NANA; monogram in the right fleld; beaded border. 

Type XI(a). King at an altar and NANAI A; gold or copper\romd: 



82. Ohv : Standing and bearded king faces left and offers oblations 
over an altar with his right hand; wears a long conical helmet ribbons of 
which are over flowing the shoulders; a long spear in the raised left hand; 
dressed in a heavy coat, salwar and boots; Greek legend from 1.00; 
BACIASYC BACIASWN KANHpKOY i.e., Basileiis Baseleon Kaneshkoy 
which means Kanishka, the King of Kings. 

Rev: A standing female, faces right; diademed; atop head a prominent 
lunar crescent; halo around head; wears a crown tied with a ribbon which 
also over flows the back; dressed in a long robe; a staff ending with a 
protome of horse or stag in left hand; a bowl(?) in right hand; legend on 
the left; NANAIA i.e., NANA or the Goddess of Fertility; monogram in 
the right field; beaded border. 

83. Obv : Standing and bearded king faces left and offers oblations 
with his right hand over an altar; wears a long conical helmet ribbons of 



112 


KUSHAtjIA NUMISMATICS 


^bich are over flowing the shoulders; a long spear in the raised left hand; 
dressed in a heavy coat, sahar and boots; Greek legend from 1,00: 
BACIAEYC BACIASWN KA^NUpKOY Basileus BasUevn Kaneshkoy 
which means Kanishka, the King of Kings. 

A standing female, faces right; diademed; atop head a promU 
Dcnt lunar crescent; halo around head; wears a crown tied with a nbhon 
which also over flows the back; dressed in a long robe; a staff ending with 
a protome of horse or stag in the right hand; a bowI(?) in the left hand; 
legend on the left: NANAIA i c., NANA or the Goddess of FerliUiy; 
monogram in the right Held; beaded border. 

Type XI(b). King at an altar and NANApAOi gold^ round: 



S4 Uhl'.’Standing and bearded king faces left and olTers oblations 
over an altar with the right hand which also holds an aiikujai a long 
spear In the raised left hand; a sword hangs down the waist in the left 
Held; wears a designed tunic, a mantle tied at the chest with a clasp, 
designed trousers and boots; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 
7,00 : pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO Le, Shohenshah Kaneshki; 
the Kush&i}a or King of Kings, Kanishka the Kushd^a. 

Bcf ; A standing female faces right; diademed; atop head a laaar 
crescent; halo around bead; wears a crown tied with a ribbon which also 
over flows the back; dressed in a designed long robe; a staff ending with 
a Cl? iw \V/t v^\ w iw the icSt 

legend on the left; NANAIA ; Le., NANA or the Goddess of Fertility; 
monogram in the right field; beaded border. 

S5. Oby : Standing and bearded king faces left and offers oblations 
over an altar with the right band which also bolds an ankuSa', a spear in 
the raised left hand; a sword bangs down the waist in the left held; 
wears a heavy coat and trousers; Bactrian legend in Greek characters 
from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO f.c., Shahenshah 
Kaneshki, the Kushdiia or King of Kings, Kanishka, iheK ushana. 

Rev : A standing female, faces right; diademed; atop head a lunar 
crescent; wears a crown tied with a ribbon which also over flows the back; 
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dressed in a long robe; a bowl(?) in left hand; legend on the left 
NANApAO i.e., NANASHAO or Nana, the Ruler; monogram in the right 
field; beaded border. 

Type XII. Bust of a king and nan A and OHpo; gold, round: 



86. Obv : Bust of a king facing left; radiate and diademed; wears a 
round helmet and embroidered coat; ribbons around the helmet over flow 
the shoulders; holds a kind of a sceptre in right hand; left hand held at 
the chest; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from7.00: pAONANOpAO 
KA/NHpKI KOpANO, Shahenshah Kaneshki, the Kushana or King of 
Kings, Kanishka, the Kushapa. 

Rev: Within a beaded border deities NANA (on the left) and OHPO 
i.e., Siva (on the right) face each other, legends by their side; monogram, 
in the middle, between them; beaded border. 


Type XIII. King at an altar and oAb.o: copper, round: 



87. Obv : Bearded and standing king, faces left; offers oblations with 
his right hand into an altar; a spear in the left hand; Bactrian legend in 
Greek characters; pAO KANHpKI i.e., Shao Kaneshki or King Kanishka. 

Rev: A male bearded figure of Wind god running to left; radiate; 
loose hair; holds in both raised hands ends of his garment floating behind 
and around him; legend on the right: OAAO i.e , OADO or the Wind-god; 
monogram in the left field. 

88. Obv : A standing and bearded king faces left and offers with his 
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right hand oblations into an altar, holds a spear in hts left hand 

Rev A male bearded figure running to left bolds in both hands 
ends of his cape which floats around him head is radiate, legend on the 
right OAAO I L , OADO or the IVwd god monogram in the left field 
circular beaded border partly seen 

Type XIV King at an altar and opAATNO, gold, round 



Obv A bearded and standing Ling faces left, wears a helmet, 
brim of which is tied with ribbons which also over flow the shoulders, 
olTcrs oblations over a round altar with hts right hand which also holds 
an elephant goad or an anhtsa, a spear m his raised left band wears a 
Jong heavy coat, trousers a mantle and boots a sword bangs down frpja 
his waist Bactrian legend m Greek characters from 7 00 pAONANO 
pAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO /e, Shahenshah Kaneshkt, the kushana or 
King of Kings, Kanishka, the Kushana 

Rcy A male stands frontally with his bead to right, a bird m bis 
head dress with extremely long wings, a spear held in the raised right 
hand, a sword hangs down the waist in the left field, diademed, wears a 
long heavy coat, trousers and bools, legend on the left read from inside 
OpAAFNO ie, OSHLAGNO or //;<?/ra/iion IKor got/, monogram in the 
right field, beaded border 

90 Ob\ A bearded and standing king faces left, wears a helmet 
brim of which is tied with ribbons which also over flow the shoulders, 
olTers oblations into a round altar with his right hand which also holds an 
elephant goad or an ankuia, a spear in his raised left hand, wears a long 
heavy coat, trousers a mantle and boots, a sword hangs down from bis 
waist, llactrian legend m Greek characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO 
KA/NHpKI KOpANO I e , Shahenshah kaneshh, the kushai^a or King of 
Kings, Kanisbka, the Kushatia 

Rev A male stands frontally with his head to right, a bird m his 
head with extremely long wings, from the lower part of the head ribbons 
over flow the back, a spear held in the raised right band, a sword hangs 
down the waist jn the left field, diademed, wears a long hca\y coat, 
trousers and boots, legend on the left read from irside OpAAfNO ie t 
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OSHLAGNO, or the Iranian War-god; monogram in the right field; beaded 
border. 


Type XV. King at an altar and ^appo; gold, round: 



91. Oil'.* A bearded and standing king faces left; wears a helmet, 
brim of which is tied with ribbons which also over flow the shoulders; 
offers oblations into a round altar with his right hand which also holds 
an elephant goad or an ahknsa; a spear in his raised left hand; wears a 
long heavy coat, designed trousers and designed mantle and boots; a 
sword hangs down from his waist; Bactrian legend in Greek characters 
from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO i.e., Shahenshah 
Kaneshki, the Ktuhana or King of Kings, Kanishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A male standing frontally, has his head in profile to right; 
diademed and nimbate; wears a tunic, a mantle, boots and a helmet with 
small wing ornament over forehead; in the left hand bolds a spear with 
a knobbed head; a bowl in right hand against the chest; legend on the 
left ; 9^APP0/.e., PHARRO or r/je God of Fire; monogram in the right 
field; beaded border. 

92. Obv: A bearded and standing king faces left; wears a helmet, 
beaded brim of which is tied with ribbons which also over flow the 
shoulders; offers oblations into a round altar with his right hand which 
also holds an elephant goad or an ahkiisa; a spear in his raised left hand; 
wears a tunic, designed trousers and designed mantle and boots; a sword 
hanging down from his waist; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 
7.00; pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpAFiO i.e., Shahenshah Kaneshki, 
the Kushana or King of Kings, Kanishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A male standing frontally has his head in profile to right; 
diademed and nimbate; wears a designed tunic, a mantle, boots and a 
helmet with small wing ornament over the forehead; in the left hand 
holds a spear with a knob head; a bowl in right hand against the chest; 
legend on the left ^APPO i.e., PHARRO or the God of Fire; monogram 
in the right field; beaded border. 
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93 Obv A btarded king stands facing left and offers oblations la a 
round altar with the right hand, wears a round helmet tied with designed 
fillets ribbons of which over 0ow the shoulders, a spcar>cum battle axe 
in the raised left hand, wears a designed tunic, designed trousers 
and heavy boots, Bactnan legend in Greek characters from 700 
pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO i e , Shakens!iaJi hanesbki^ the 
KushSpa, or King of Kings, Kanisbka, the Kushapa 

Rev A male deity stands frontally facing right, radiate, a long 
sceptre nith knob head in the raised left hand and a bowl or purse m 
the Tight hand held near the waist, wears a round helmet, bound with 
designed fillets two ribbons over flow the back, wears a designed tunic, a 
mantle .and boof!, legend on the left <^APPO i e PHARRO or the God 
of Fire, monogram on the right, beaded border 



94 Obv A bearded king stands facing left and offers oblations in a 
round altar with the right hand, wears a round helmet tied with fillets, 
ribbons of which over flow the shoulders, a spear cum battle axe in the 
raised left hand, wears a designed tunic, designed trousers and heavy 
boots, Bactnan legend in Greek characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO 
KA/NHpKI KOpANO r e , Sbdicnshah KaneshKi, the Rtisbaiui, or King of 
Kings Kanishka the Kushana 

Rev A male deity stands frontally facing right, radiate, a long 
sccpirc with knob bead in the raised left hand and a bowl or purse in 
the nght hand held near the waist, hair bound with fillets, two ribbons of 
which over flow the back, wears a designed tunic a mantle and boots, 
legend on the left ^APPO i e , PHARRO or the God of Fire, monogram 
on the right, beaded border 
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Type XVI. King at an altar and BOLb^o; gold, round : 



95. Obv A bearded king stands facing left and offers oblations over 
a round altar with the right hand which also holds an ankida; wears a 
peaked helmet tied with a designed fillet, ribbons of which over flow the 
shoulders; a spear in the raised left band; wears a long heavy coat, design¬ 
ed trousers, a mantle and heavy boots; a sword hangs down from the waist 
in the right field; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : 
pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO i.e., Slialtenshah Kaneshki, the 
Ktfsham or King of Kings Kanishka, the Kushapa. 

i?ev : A male standing en face, with nimbus around the head and 
aureole about body; a prominent usln^isha and elongated ears; left hand 
holds lap of sarnghafT; right hand probably in abhaya mudra; face worn out; 
legend on the left to be read from outside ; BOAAO i.e., BODDO or the 
Buddha; monogram in right field; beaded border. 

Type XVI (a). King at an altar and the Buddha; copper, round: 



96. Obv : A bearded king standing and facing left offers oblations with 
his right hand; left .raised hand holds a spear (not seen); wears a conical 
shaped helmet and a long heavy coat with trousers; only a few letters of 
the legend legible which should be : pAONANO pAO KA/NHpKI 
KOpANO. 

Rev : Buddha en face, seated on a throne with legs crossed; illegibk 
legend on the left. 
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Type XVI (6) King at an altar andCAKAMAnoYii.!i.o; copper, round: 



97 06v, A bearded Mng stands faesng lefi and offers obhlions over 
an altar with ijght hand, wears a helmet, a spear with a knob head m the 
left raised hand, wears a long heavy coat, trousers, a mantle and boots, 
Bactnan legend in Greek characters only a part of which is legible 
pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO / e . Skafimshali KwtesIiU, the 
Kushatta or King of Kings, Kanishka, the Kushana. 

Rev A male standing en face with the two hands in uncertain 
gesture at the chest, nimbate, wears a long robe, trousers, and boots, 
legend reads altearnatcly from right to left and left to right from 1100: 
CAKAMABO/YOAAO le, SHAKAMANO BOSODO or Sakyamwit 
Buddha, beaded border 

XVI (c) King at an altar andBAroBjoYd^O, copper, round: 


97a Obt : A bearded king stands frontally and faces left, offers 
oblations into an altar with bis right hand, wears a round cap, a long 
heavy coat, sa/Hor and boots, a sceptre in the raised left hand, Bactrian 
legend in Greek characters on the left with only the following legible 
letters, ... NHpKI. 

Rev. A deity seated in padmasona on a throne and facing, right band 
in \arada mudra, left hand rests on the legs, radiate and nimbate, ushmsha; 
elongated ears, legend from 7 00 : BAfOB/OYAO./e., BAGOBOSDO, 
which means Buddha, the deity or Bh3ga\at, beaded border 

This coin has been reproduced by Gardner in his Catalogue of 
the Coins of the Greek and Scythic Kings of Bactna and India, pi* 
XXXII, No. 14 on the basis of Zeitscbrjft fur N. 1879, pk IX, No 1.^ 


t. Since a photograph of this com could not be available, it is not reproduced 
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. Type XVII. King at an altar and OHpo: gold, round: 





98. Obv : A bearded and standing king faces left and offers oblations 
into an altar with the right hand which also holds an elephant goad or an 
ankttsa) a spear with a knobbed head in the left raised hand; wears a low, 
forward pointing cap with crest ornaments, circular spot at its side, and 
thin bill; wart visible near the kings moustaches; fillets over flow the 
shoulders; wears a designed tunic, a mantle, designed sahvar and boots; 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO KA/ 
NHpKI KOpANO /.e., Shahenshah Kaneshki, the Kitshana or .King of 
Kings, Kanishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A male wearing a stands frontally and faces left; diademed 
and radiate; has four arms : upper right has a drum, lower right has a 
kamattclalu and ahkuh; upper left has a trident, lower left holds by horns 
a mriga (an antelope or stag); ushiTsha; wears a yajnopavTta or beaded 
necklace; legend on the right: OHpO i.e., OESHO or Siva; monogram on 
the left; beaded border. 


99. Ob\’: A bearded and standing king faces left and offers oblations 
over an altar with his right hand which also holds an elephant goad or an 
ahkusa; a spear with a knobbed head in the left raised hand; wears a 
round cap bound with a designed fillet tied with ribbons which over flow 
the shoulders; wart visible near the moustaches; wears a designed tunic, a 
mantle, designed sahvar and boots; Bactrian legend in Greek characters 
from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO i.e., Shahenshah 
Kaneshki, the Kushana or Kina of Kings, Kanishka, the Kushana. 

Rev: A male wearing a designed dhoti stands frontally and faces left; 
diademed and radiate; has four arms : upper right has a drum, lower right 
has a kamandahi and ankusa; upper left has a trident, lower left holds by 
horns a mfiga (an antelope or stag); ushnisha; wears a yajhopavita or a 
beaded necklace; legend on the right: OHpO i.e., OESHO or Siva; mono¬ 
gram on the left; beaded border. 
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100 Obv * A bearded and standing ting faces left and offers oblations 
over an altar with the right band which also holds an elephant goad or an 
atikuia, a spear in the left raised hand, wears a low, forward pointing cap 
having circular spot at its side, and thin hill, wart visible near the mous¬ 
taches, wears a designed salnar and boots, fillets over flow the shoulders, 
Bactnan legend in Greek characters from 7 00, pAONANOpAO KA/ 
NHpKI KOpANO i e, Shahenshah haneshkt the KusMna or King of 
Kings, Kanishka the Kushapa, part of beaded border visible 


Ret' A male wearing a dhoti stands frontally and faces left, diademed 
and radiate, has four arms upper right has a drum, lower right has a 
kaman^alu and ankuia, upper left has a trident, lower left holds by horns 
a m/'/ga (an antelope or stag), wears a iajhopatUa or a beaded 

necklace, legend on the right OHpO / e , OESHO or ^no, monogram on 
the left, beaded border 


101 Obv A bearded and standing king faces left and offers 
oblations into an altar wuh the right hand which also holds an elephant 
goad or an ankusa a spear m the left raised band, wears a low cap bound 
with a designed fillet, ribbons of which over flow the shoulders, wears a 
designed tunic, a mantle, designed ^alwar and bools, a sword hangs down 
the waist in the left field, Bactnan legend in Greek characters from 7.00 
pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO i c. Shahenshah Kmeshkt, the 
Kushapa or King of Kings, Kanishka, the KbshSpa part of beaded 
border visible 

itci' A male wearing a dhoti stands frontally and faces left, diademed 
and radiate has four arms upper right has a drum, lower right has a 
kamap^lu and ailkuSa, upper left has a trident, lower left holds by horns a 
mpga (an antelope or stag), ushnUha, wears a }qji)opovua or beaded 
necklace, legend on the right OHpO i e, OESHO or ^ha, morogram on 
the left, headed border 
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102. Obv : Upper part of a bearded king emerging from clouds, faces 
left; diademed and nimbate; a double clasp below the beard; holds ear of 
corn and a standard surmounted by a bird; wears a low forward pointing 
cap with crest ornaments, circular spot at its side and thin bill; a wart 
visible near the moustaches; truncated Bactrian legend in Greek characters 
from 1.00 : pAONANOpAO KA/NHpKI KOpANO i.e., Shahensbah 
Kaneshki, the Kiishana or King of Kings, Kanishka, the Kusharia. 

Rev : A male wearing a dliott stands frontally and faces left; diademed 
and radiate; has four arms; upper right has a drum, lower right has a 
kamaij^alii and aukusa, upper left has a trident, lower left holds by horns a 
mfiga (an antelope or stag); ushmsha; legend on the right: OHpO i.e., 
OESHO or Siva\ monogram on the left, beaded border. 


Type XVII (b). King at an altar and oHpO; silver round : 



103. Obv : A blurred silver coin showing a standing king facing left; 
offering with his right hand oblations into an altar; sceptre in the left 
raised hand; wears a head dress, a long heavy coat and trousers. 

Rev ; A male figure standing frontally has an indistinct object in the 
extended right hand and a trident in the raised left hand; wears a long 
robe; legend on the right: OHpO i.e., OESHO or t^ivo; monogram in the 
left lower field; other details are not clear. 
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Type XVII (c) King seated on a throne and a deity, probably 
copper, round 

I03a obi The king i with beard and moustaches stands to front with 
his face turned to lefl^ wears trousers and a long coat which is covered by 
a transparent over garment, wears boots and a peaked helmet surmounted 
by a cap as his head gear, a spear in his raised left hand, offers oblations 
on an altar with his slightly raised right hand, an uncertain object can be 
seen m the upper left field and by the side of the right arm of the king 
Bacinan legend in Greek characters from 7 00 pAONANO pAO KA/ 
NHpKI KOpANO ie , Shahenshab Kaneshkt the Kushd^ia or King of 
Kings Kanishka, the KushStia 

Rev Within a border of dots four armed Sha stands to front, wears a 
lower garment (d/io/f)/his matted hair is tied m a knot over his head 
which has a halo behind it, his up>raised upper right arm holds a drum 
(damaroo) and his extended lower right hand holds a vase (Kcuuan^alu), his 
up raised upper left hand clasps a trident and the slightly raised lower left 
hand touches an antelope standing on its hind legs and bavmg its front 
legs raised above the ground, Bacinan legend m Greek letters OHpO i e , 
OESHO or ^na monogram in the lower right field 



104 Obv King seated frontaly upon a wide throne with a square 
back and sides, right hand in gesture of abbaya mudra (?), wears wide* 
brimmed hat and voluminous trousers, other details are not clear 

Rev A male figure standing frontally holding an indistinct object in 
ratstd hajgd, issres oS jjwhsuimt JeJJaxs xm jhexigbJv dfJauJs 

arc not clear 


105 Obv King seated frontally upon a wide throne with square back 
and sides, nght hand in gesture of ci/wyawears a wide bnmnied 
hat and voluminous trousers, traces of a oimubs 

Rev A male figure standing frontally with right band extended, left 
band holding an object possibly a sword, traces of nimbus, wears probably 
a diiQli, indistinct letters on the right 


1 This com IS reproduced m PI LX(f)of AR, ASI, 1925-26 Its photograph could 
not be available, therefore, it is not reproduced 
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ni. KANISHKA’S SUCCESSORS': VASISHKA and KANISHKA II: 

Who had succeeded Kanishka? It is an interesting problem. 
Epigraphic evidence reveals the names of Vasishka (Isapur, Mathura, 
inscription of the year 24), Vasashka (Sanchi inscription of the year 28), 
Huvishka, Kanishka son of Vajheshka (=Vaseshka of Ara Inscription 
ofyear4I)and Vasudeva. The Ara inscription, issued during the 
reign of a king Kanishka, in the year 41, shows that his reign overlaps 
that of Huvishka, who had ruled from the year 28-60. To solve the 
puzzle, it has been suggested that this Kanishka was Kanishka II, and 
was the son of Vajheshka. 

Numismatic evidence is lacking in help, as coins of Vasishka 
or Kanishka son of Vajheshka are conspicuous by their absence. 
Kanishka of Ara inscription has been taken as Kanishka II, son of 
Vajheshka=Vasishka. Kanishka II, is presumed to have ruled, if at 
all, conjointly with Huvishka and assumed the title maharaja, rajatirdja, 
Devaputra Kaisara Kanishka. This Kanishka has been called in the 
Ara inscription Kaisara immitating the contemporary Roman emperors. 

No coin of Kanishka II has so far been definitely identified. 
However, it has been presumed that many coins of Kanishka found in 
North-Western India (now Pakistan) Khotan and Kashgar, belong to 
Kanishka II and not to Kanishka I. A few coins have their fabric and 
style on the reverse very clear and similar to that of Vasudeva and 
their obverse legend is KANHpKO. One of these coins, slightly cup¬ 
shaped, shows a king standing at an altar on the obverse and a goddess 
holding a noose and sceptre, seated on a lion on the reverse." This 
could be attributed to Kanishka II (?) 


1 NS.XLVl, 1931-33, p. 308. 
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I. GENERAL 

Huvishka or Ooesliki of coins, and Hushka of Kalhana's 
Jiajatarngink is known to have succeeded Kanishka L He had 
a long and continuous reign as attested by his inscriptions and a large 
variety of gold and copper coins left behind by him. 

Huvishka had issued as many or more coins in volume and 
definitely more coin-types than the combined issues of Vima Kadphises, 
Kanishka and Vasudeva I. The coins of Huvishka are notable for 
the variety of delineation of the deities on the reverse; one and the 
same deity has been shown in different positions and with different 
attributes. Ardoksho is shown in 9 forms; MaomW; Mirroin2\; 
Nana in 14 and Pharro in 18 forms. Similarly, the obverse forms are 
no less remarkable for their variety. 

Gold coins of Huvishka arc very common. His was a reign 
of great prosperity. The king at altar type common with Kanishka 
was abandoned and instead such types as the royal bust appearing 
above clouds or rocks and king riding an elephant etc., patronized by 
Vima Kadphises were reintroduced. Huvishka’s coins present him 
as a powerful monarch of barbaric splendour with an appreciable 
amount of religious liberalism. His portrait on a few well preserved 
gold coins reveals a man with regular features, acqutline nose, large 
deep set eyes and a look of firm determination. 

Huvishka’s profile bust portrait is very common; its variations 
are bewildering and can easily be classified according to age from 
youth to maturity and from maturity to old age. On gold coins, the 
obverse invariably shows his bust wearing garments decked with 
jewels as well as an ornamental head-dress, with a sceptre in one hand, 
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On the obverse of his copper coins, he is presented in various forms 
like riding an elephant or reclining on a couch, etc. On the reverse, 
following the coinage of Kanishka, the figures of deities belonging to 
various pantheons like Roman, Greek, Indian and Persian are rep¬ 
resented. Comparatively, he had added and introduced more divinities 
like Skanda-Kumara, Visdkha, Ganesa, Mahdsena, Uma, Serapis, Roma 
or personified Rome, Heracles, Uron, Shaoreoro, Uranus, Oanlndo etc. 
The descriptive legends occuring by their side, help to identify them. 

Gold coins of Huvishka are divided into two series on the 
basis of their legends. These legends are in a script very similar to 
that of Kanishka. At times the die-cutters appear to have blundered 
or given wrong descriptions especially of the deities on the reverse of 
the coins or made a mess of Greek letters. The legends on his coins 
are : 


i) Shaonano Shao Ooeshki Koshano meaning Shahensbah Huvishka, 
the Kusliaria. 

ii) Shaonano Shao Oeshko Koshano Shao, meaning Shahenshah Huvi¬ 
shka, Kushaija, Shah. 

Huvishka’s coinage is characterised by varied obverse as well 
as reverse devices. But, the kiag sacrificing at an aitar is conspicuous 
by its absence. On a very few coins, the old tradition of bi-scriptu- 
alism is maintained by introducing Greek and Brdhmi legends as on 
the Ganesa type of copper coin. 

A unique example on a gold coin shows the king wearing an 
Indian regal turban made of intertwining rolls of cloth. To the turban 
are attached streamers and an animal, possibly a lion, The turban of 
Huvishka is almost similar to that of Jehangir, as shown on his coins. 
Could the reason be that both had their origins in Central Asia? In 
general, the king on his coins is mostly shown as clean shaven, but 
on this type wearing a turban, he has grown a beard and has well 
groomed moustaches and whiskers. The flying animal, possibly a lion, 
seems to be attached to the streamers behind the head. Perhaps, the 
king is holding a lion-standard. Was lion associated in any way with 
the royal emblem? 
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The name of the king is given as Ooeshki. Even though, it 
has been surmised that there were two Huvishkas based on the 
abundance of his gold coins; the vast varieties of obverse and reverse 
types of his gold coins; and the problem of Kanishka of the Ara in¬ 
scription; but the present coin belongs to Huvishka I. 

The most peculiar type of a coin shows the king himself as 
Mahasena holding a standard surmounted by a bird which is the 
emblem of the god Kdrttikeya, 

On a number of gold coins Huvishka is shown as riding an 
elephant and holding a sceptre and an elephant goad. A coin of this 
type is in the British Museum* and another coin was published by 
Mr. M.F.C. Martin.* A coin of this type was also offered to the Bharat 
Kala Bhavan, Varanasi in 1947.* Only a photograph of it is now 
available. The com itself is not available. Its description is: 

Ob\ : King riding an elephant facing righi; a sccpirc in the right 
hand and ankusa (goad) in the left. King wears a round and jewelled 
cap with fillet hanging down; legend around beginning at 7 00; 

shaonano shao ooeshki koshano shao 

Rev: Draped female deity to right, nimbate, bolding cornucopia 
in both hands; monogram on right below cornucopia; legend on left 
read from outside : APAOXPO, 

Vima Kadphises had issued coins showing the king riding an 
elephant. Huvishka revived this type, which could suggest, as his 
inaugural issues, a token of further conquest of India, The enlarged 
size of the king, however reduces the elephant to a dwarf size. 

The faces of Vima Kadphises, Kanishka and Huvishka have 
a prominent wart on the left cheek near the ear. Some of the earlier 
Parthian kings also had warts on their foreheads. This either could 
have been a kind of inherited imperfection or a dynastic lakshana. 

’ Gardner, P.C., Catalogue, pi. XXVIf, No. 12 
» N. S.. XUV. p.S 
• JNSI, Vol XI1I| p. 14S. 
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Was it a feature singled out by the artist to imprint a size of legitimacy 
or inherited right to rule? A wart does not appear on the coins of 
Vasudeva or any of his successors. 

With the right to rule, a beard on the face of Huvishka, disap¬ 
pears. Instead a few coins of Huvishka have heavy side burns or 
(galamucha). 

Emergence of the bust of the king from a rock like or cloud 
like form found on the coins of Kanishka had continued even during 
the reign of Huvishka on his coins. 

If the flaming shoulder was almost a common feature on the 
coins of Kanishka, this feature though occuring on a few coins, was 
not common to all the types of coins issued by Huvishka. King shown 
in a reclining position on some of the coins can be interpreted as an in¬ 
formal royal pose. Gradually the spellings of the king’s name changed 
from OOERKO to OOERKI. 

A gold coin showing Ahum Mazda on reverse is in the Patna 
University. It is die struck and is, therefore genuine. It shows : 

Obv : Half length bust of a fully armed king, nimbate, faces left; 
wears a coat with an open collar, a necklace, a check-piece, and a crown 
with a plaque in the centre; holds a sceptre in the left hand and a club 
like object in the right; Greek legend blurred and truncated. 

Rev : Bearded and old Ahura Mazda; wears an underwear, a eoat 
and a chsdar, holds a sceptre in left hand and a garland in the right; 
monogram below the right hand; circular legend, beginning at 10.00: WOR 
on the left and from 1.00 : O MOZDO on the right. See serial 235 below. 

Another coin of a similar type in Patna Museum is from a 
mould, and, therefore, probably a forgery. This coin is also of gold, 
weighs 120 grains, and its size is. 8” : 

Obv: As above but the figure is hazy in outlines; letters of the 
legend are better preserved and more complete. 

Rev : Same as above. Beard of Ahura Mazda is pointed, legend is 
the same as on the above coin, complete and distinct; beaded border 
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not so distinct as on the above coin and the Ran shovss more blaak 
space at (he nm. See serial 236 below. 


A coin of Huvishka now preserved in the Indian Museum 
Calcutta shows on its reverse the deity HAKIHARA. 

Excavations at Sonkh, near Mathura, have revealed an impor¬ 
tant copper coin, the legend of which clearly mentions the name of 
the king as Huvishkasya. 

An important coin in the Lucknow Museum depicts Siva on 
the obverse, standing against an elephant. 

A very large number of copper coins of Huvishka are avail¬ 
able. An analysis of weights of these copper coins of Huvishka 
apparently brings out three distinct chronological groups on the basis 
of a striking decrease of their weight standard and also a change in 
the use of monogram on them. However, these three separate stages 
in the issue of copper coins of Huvishka could also mean their issue 
from three different mints. Many of his copper coins repeat the 
designs as found on his gold coins. A detailed study of these copper 
coins brings out the following obverse types as more prominent 
amongst his copper coins: 

1. King represented as ridmg an elephant. 

2. King radiate seated on a throne, right leg raised and resting on 
seat, left leg hanging doun. 

3. King seated cross legged on a cushion in Indian rasbion. 

4. King seated with both arms raised. 

5. King seated With legs hanging down. His right hand is at his 
side and (he left band holds a short sceptre in front of his face. 

6. Half length Rgure of king and Ahura Mazda. 

7. King in player before a goddess. Cunningham had noticed a 
copper coin, showing a Kneeling figure presumably the King in obeisance 
before NANA who is indicated according to him by her long staff with 
animal protome.^ 


‘NC. 1S92, 3rd Scries, p. 117-118. 
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II. COINS OF HUVISHKA 

The representative coin types of Huvishka are : 

a. HELLENISTIC DEITIES : 
Type I. Bust of king and hPAKlf\ o; gold, round: 



106. Obv : A Ling seated cross legged, faces left; diademed and nimbate; 
wears a round helmet with a circular device; side burns or ear-flaps and 
a prominent wart; holds in right hand a mace with apparently a bird 
insignia at its lop; a spear in the left hand; flames rising from shoulders; 
wears a jewelled yoke and tunic with rolled lapels and double clasp; 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpA/O 
OOhpKI, i.e., Shahenshah OOeshki or King of Kings, Huvishka. 

JRev : A naked and bearded male stands facing left; stocky and 
muscular figure; right hand holds a large knurled club, which rests on 
the ground; lion’s skin over left arm; an apple in left hand; legend on 
the right: hPAKI AO i.e., ERAKILO or Herakles; monogram in the left 
field; beaded border. 

Type I (a). King riding an elephant and hPAKlAO; copper, round: 



107. Obv : A male figure, probably the king, rides an elephant; both 
face right; right hand of the king rests on the upper back portion of the 
elephant; left hand holds an anktda (?); letters of any legend not traceable. 

Pev : A standing male faces right and holds a club against the right 
shoulder; the lower edge of the club rests against the hip; an indistinct 
object in the left hand; legend on the left: (hp)AIKA{0) i.e., ERAKILO 
or Herakles; monogram on the right. 
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Type II, Bust of king and WPON or wpoh: gold^ round: 



108. Obv: Profile bust of king to left emerging from rock like or 
cloud like forms; wears a round bejewelled helmet with a circlet around 
the forehead, tied with two ribbons which over flow the back; flaming 
shoulders; heavy side burns and a prominent wart; wears a jewelled yoke 
4ind tumc, carries a mace m the right hand and an attkuia in the left; 
traces only of a circular legend. 

Pev: A male bearded deity stands frontally and faces left; wears 
modius and himation; carries a water-pot over the bend; right band with 
stretched palm in \arada mudra (?), a long sceptre in the left raised hand; 
legend on the right; WPON / c, WRON or URANUS or Varupa; mono¬ 
gram on the left, beaded border. 



109. OAv; Profile bust of a middle aged Ung facing left; wears 

a bejewelled tunic and a dome shaped helmet with angular protrusion 

at the back; two ribbons over flow the shoulders; heavy side bums; 

bolds a mace in the right hand and an aiikuia (7) in the left hand; 

legend blurred. 

Rev : Nimbate and bearded male figure wearing a crown or carrjing 
a water pot standing frontally and facing left; a long staff in the up¬ 
raised left hand; right hand extended down-ward holds a wreath; legend 
on the right; WPON (,e., WRON or URANUS or Vantna; monogram on 
the left; beaded border- 

no. obv ; Profile bust of a middle aged king faces left; wears 
a bejewelled tunic and a dome shaped helmet with angular protrusion at 

the back; two ribbons over flow the shoulders; heavy side burns, holds a 

macc in the right hand and an ankusa (?) in the left hand; legend blurred. 
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Rev : Nimbate and bearded male figure carrying a wateipot standing 
frontally, faces left; a long staff in the up raised left hand; right hand 
extended downward; legend on the right: WPON i.e., WRON or URANUS 
or Varurta; monogram on the left; beaded border. 



111. Obv : Profile bust of a middle aged king faces left; wears 
a tunic and a cylindrical helmet having at the back an angular protrusion 
from which two ribbons over flow the shoulders; heavy side burns^ holds 
a mace in the right hand and an ankusa (?) in the left hand; legend 
blurred. 

Rev : Nimbate and bearded male figure wearing a crown or carrying 
a water-pot stands facing left; a long staff in the up-raised left hand; 
right hand extended down-ward as if in varada-mtidra; legend on the 
right; WPOH i.e., WRON or URANUS or Varu^a; monogram on the 
right; beaded border. 


Type III. Youthful portrait af king and <APAZ\o; gold, round : 


7 % 




112. Obv : Profile bust of a youthful king faces left; wears a bejew¬ 
elled helmet having top crest; a circular jewelled band around the 
forehead; jewelled fillets over flow the shoulders; heavy side burns; holds 
a mace in the right hand and an ankusa in the left hand; a beaded 
necklace; wears a tunic; legend from 7.00 : (pAO)NANOpA/0 OYOHKI 
i.e., SHAONANO SHAO OYOEKI. Shahenshah Huvishka or King of 
of Kings, Huvishka. 

Rev : A standing male faces left; a fillet around hair; diademed and 
clad in himation; holds knobbed staff in the left arm; makes a single 
finger gesture with the right hand, fore-arm of which is extended; legend 
on the right: <APAnO i.e., SARAPO or the Lord of Sea, Sky, Land 
and the Under World; monogram in the left lower field; beaded border. 
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Type III (a). Youthful portrait of king and <APAno seated on a throne; 
gold, round: 



113, Oiv: Profile bust of a youtliful Ving emerging from rock like 
forms, faces left; wears a helmet with rolls of jewels and a diadem; a 
circular jewelled band around the forehead; bejewelled fillets over-flow 
the shoulders; heavy side burns; holds a mace so the right hand and an 
onkiria its the left hand; wears a beaded necklace and a tunic; iegend 
from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO OOHpKI KOpANO / c., SHAONANO SHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shabenshab Hmishka, the KushSna, which 
means Xiog of Kings, Huvishka. the Xusha^a. 

Rev: A male figure seated en face on a throne with four posts having 
curved legs; radiate and nimbatc; heavy hair framing the face; holds a 
wreath in the right hand; in the raised left hand a spear; wears a jacket 
held at chest by two clasps, another robe upto ankles; feet resting on a 
fool-stool; legend on the right: <APAnO i.e., SARAPO or the Lord of 
Sea, Sky, Land and the Under-World; monogram in the left field; beaded 
border. 

Type IV. Bust portrait of king and ZHPO: gold, round: 



114. Obv : Profile bust of a king, faces left; wears a round bejewelled 
helmet with circular devices and side crest; nimbatc; ribbons from below 
’ the head over flow the shoulders; wears a jewelled yoke and a tunic with 
breast open; buttons of the tunic arc visible; in the right hand a mace 
and a long spear in the left hand; flaming shoulders; Bactrian legend in 
Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO O0/(hpKI} XOpANO / 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHXI XOSHANO or Shahensbah Htnislika, the 
Kuihiiia, or King of Kings Huvishka, the Kushlpa. 
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Rev : A female standing to right, holds a compound bow in her left 
hand; drawing an arrow from quiver with right hand; wears a head-dress 
and a long robe; confusing legend on the left: ZHPO i.e., ZIRO==ZERO 
or Zeus—Venus; monogram on the right; beaded border. 

b. IRANIAN DEITIES 

Type V, King riding an elephant and APLOXpO; gold, round: 



115. .* King rides an elephant and holds a sceptre in his right 
hand; both face right; an ankusa or elephant goad in the left hand; 
wears a round and jewelled cap tied with a fillet, ribbons of which over 
flow the shoulders; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : 
pAONANOpAO/OOHpKO KOpANO pAO i.e., SHAONANO SHAG 
OOESHKO KOSHANO SHAG or Shahenshah Htivishka. the Kiishatta 
Shalt, which means, the King of kings, Huvishka, the Kushapa king. 

Rev : A standing female deity, radiate and nimbate, faces right; holds 
a cornucopia in both hands; wears a designed long Greek robe; hair 
tied with a fillet, a ribbon of which over flows the back; legend on the 
left read from outside : APAGXpO i.e., ARDGXSHG or the Goddess of 
Fortune: monogram on the right; beaded border. 

116. OZ)v; King rides an elephant and holds a sceptre in his right 
hand; both face right; an ankusa or elephant goad in the left hand; 
wears a round and jewelled cap tied with a fillet, ribbons of which over 
flow the shoulders; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : 
pAONANGpAG/GOHpKG KOpANO pAO i.e., SHAONANO SHAO 
OOESHKO KOSHANO SHAO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana 
Shah, which means, the King of kings, Huvishka, the Kushana king. 

Rev : A female deity, radiate and nimbate, faces right, holds a 
cornucopia in both hands; wears a designed long Greek robe; hair tied 
with a fillet, ribbon of which overflows the back; legend on the left read 
from outside : APAOXpO i.e., ARDOXSHO or the Goddess of Fortune', 
monogram on the right; beaded border. 
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117. ; King rides iin elephant and holds a sceptre in his right 

hand, both face right; an anktda or elephant goad in the left band; 
^vcaTS a round and jewelled cap tied with a fillet, ribbons of which over 
flow the shoulders; Bactriarn legend in Greek characters from 7.00: 
pAONANOpAO/OOHpKO KOpANO pAO i.e., SHAONANO SHAO 
OOESHKO KOSHAO SHAO or ShaliensJiah HinWika, ihe Kushd(^ Sludi; 
which means, the King of kings, Huvishka, the KushSna king. 

Rev : A female deity, radiate and nimbale, facts right; holds a cor¬ 
nucopia in both bands; wears a designed long Greek robe; hair tied 
with a fillet, a ribbon of which over flows the back; legend on the left 
read from outside : APAOXpO Le., ARDOXSHO or the Goddess of 
Fortune; monogram on the right; beaded border. 

Type VL Btist of king and AP^OXpO; gold, round: 



IIS. Ohv.* Profile bust of a king facing left; nimbale; holds a mace 
in the right hand and a spear with a banner in the left band; wears a 
triangular shaped helmet having a jewelled brim at the fore-head and a 
crest omatnent; ear-flaps attached to the helmet; bcjewclltd jacket open 
at the breast; a necklace and an armlet (bozooband): shoulders having 
bejewelled bands; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : 
pAONANO pAO OObpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANO SHAO OOESHKI 
KOSHANO or Shahenshah Hii\{sbka, ihe Kusha^io which means, the King 
of kings, Huvishka the Kushatia. 

Rev ; A graceful female figure stands and faces right; wears an upper 
robe, a Greek dress covering the body and the feet; head-dress tied with 
a ribbon; holds cornucopia with both the hands; legend on the left read 
from outside ; APAOXpO i.e., ARDOXSHO or the Goddess of Fortune; 
monogram on the right; beaded border. 
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119. OJv : Profile bust of a king facing left; nimbate; holds a mace 
in the right hand and a spear with a banner in the left hand; wears a 
bejewelled round helmet having a rim at the fore-head and a crest 
ornament; bejewelled |fillets over flow the shoulders; side bums or ear- 
flaps attached to the helmet; bejewelled jacket open at the chest; a 
necklace and an armlet {bazooband); Bactrian legend in Greek characters 
from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO OO/HpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANO 
SHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Ktishana 
which means, the King of kings, Huvishka, the Kushapa. 


Rev : A female figure stands facing right; wears an upper robe 
covering the complete body and the feet; hair tied with a ribbon; holds 
cornucopia with both the hands; legend on the left, read from outside: 
APAOXpO i.e., ARDOXSHO or the Goddess of Fortune: monogram on the 
right; beaded border. 


120 






120. Obv : Bust of a king facing left; nimbate; holds a mace in the 
right hand and a spear with a banner in the left band; wears a triangular 
shaped helmet having a jewelled brim at the fore-head and a crest 
ornament; ear-flaps attached to the helmet; fbejewelled jacket open at 
the chest; a necklace and an armlet (bazooband); shoulders having beje¬ 
welled bands; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANO 
pAO OOHpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANO SHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO 
or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana which means, the King of kings, 
Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A female figure stands facing left; wears an upper robe 
covering the complete body and the feet; head-dress tied with a ribbon; 
holds cornucopia with the right hand; legend on the right, read from 
inside; APAOXpO i.e., ARDOXSHO or the Goddess of Fortune; monogram 
on the right; beaded border. 
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\2\.0bv: Bust of a king facing left; nimbalc; holds an car of corn 
in the right hand and a spear in the left band; wears a round helmet 
having jewels and a crest ornament; ear flaps attached to the helmet; 
wears a bejewelled jacket and an armlet {bazooband), shoulders having 
bejewelled bands; Baclrian legend tn Greek characters from 7^00 t 
pAONANOpAO OOjHpKI KOpANO Le., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI 
KOSHANO or Shahemhah }{u\tshka, (he KushSt,ia which means the King 
of kings, Huvisbka, the Kusha^a. 

Rev ; An elderJy female figure stands facing right; wean an upper 
robe of Greek tjpe covering the complete body and the feet; head-dress 
tied with a ribbon; holds cornucopia with the raised left hand; legend 
on the left read from inside; APAOXpO /.e., ARDOXSHO or the Goddess 
of Fottme\ monogram on the tight; beaded border* 



122, Ob\ : Profile bust of king facing left emerges from rock like or 
cloud like forms, wears a round helmet with circular device at the side 
and a crest ornraent; an angular porirusion at the back of the helmet 
from which hang over the shoulders two ribbons; holds a mace in the 
right hand and an anktiia in the left hand; wears a jacket; Bactrian 
legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO O/ObpKI 
KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Skahenshah 
Hintsiikat the Kush&na which means, the King of kings, Huvishka, the 
Kushaoa. 

Rev; A male (7) stands facing right; nimbate, head'dress lied with 
a fillet, ribbons of which over Cow the back; wears a Greek type long 
robe; both hands carry a cornucopia with sheafs of gram emerging 
from its mouth; feet visible below the dress; circular legend on the left, 
read from inside : APAOXpO re.. ARDOXSHO or the Goddess of Fortune; 
monogram on the right; beaded border. 
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123. Obv : Profile bust of king, facing left, wears a round bejewelled 
helmet with circular device at the side and a crest ornament at the fore¬ 
head; ribbons over flow the back; holds a mace in the right hand and an 
anktisa in the left hand; wears a tunic; truncated Bactrian legend in Greek 
characters from 7.00 ; pAONANOpAO OOHpKI (KOpANO) i.e., 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the 
Kushana which means the King of kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A male (?) stands facing right; nimbate; head-dress tied with a 
fillet; wears a long Greek type robe; both hands carry a cornucopia 
with sheafs of grain emerging from its mouth; legend on the left, read 
from out side : OPAOpO i.e., ORDOSHO or ARDOXSHO or the Goddess 
of Fortune; monogram on the right; beaded border. 

124. Obv: Blurred profile bust of king facing left; wears a round 
bejewelled helmet; rim of the helmet tied with a ribbon, portions of which 
hang over the back; bolds an ear of com in the right band and ankusa in 
the left hand; wears a loose jacket; blurred Bactrian circular legend in 
Greek characters. 

Rev : A male (?) stands facing right; nimbate; head-dress tied with a 
fillet; wears a long robe; left hand carries a cornucopia with sheafs of 
grain emerging from its mouth, right extended hand holds a wreath; feet 
visible below the dress; legend on the right, read from outside : AOXpO 
i.e., DOXSHO or ARDOXSHO or the Goddess of Fortune; monogram on 
the left; beaded border. 

Type VII. Bust of king and ApALixpoi gold, round: 


125 




125. Obv. Bust of a diademed and nimbate king facing left, holds a 
a mace in the right hand and a spear in the raised left hand; wears a 
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bejewelled helmet with a crest ornament, heavy Bide burns or car flapj 
attached to the helmet, ribbon attached to the angular protrusion at the 
back of the helmet over flows the shoulders, flames emanating from 
shoulders, face cmcremfi from cloud like or rock like formation, wears a 
full sleeved jacket having a clasp at the chest, Bactnan legend in Greek 
characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO 0(0)/HKl (KOpANO) le, 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI (KOSHANO) or Shahenshah Huashka, 
the KushS(ta, which means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushaija 

Jtev Standing male deity having radiate nimbus, faces left, right 
extended hand has first two Angers m a gesture pose, left hand at the 
waist, wears a cap tied with Allets, wears a short tunic and knee boots, 
mantle held at chest by round clasp, legend on the right read from mside 
ApASlXpO I c , ASHAEIXSHO or the Sun god, monogram on the left, 
beaded border 

Type Via, Bust of king and AQpo; gold, round: 




126 Obv * King mmbatc, faces left, wears a circular bejewelled helmet 
with round devices, nm tied with ribbons which over flow the shoulders, 
jewelled fillet below the brim of the helmet, jewelled ear flaps, jewelled 
fillets over the shoulders, wears a necklace and an armlet {bazooband), 
holds an car of corn in the right hand and a spear in the left hand, wears 
a jacket fastened with two buttons at the chest, body emerges from a rock 
hist 7t3TTii, Bata-nan m Gret's ttaractm irom T tfi 1 pAONAWO 

p/AO OhpKI (KOpANOJ i c , SHAONANOSHAO OESHKI KOSHANO 
or Shidienshah JIiiMshka, the Kush&na which means, the King of kings, 
Huvishka, the Kushana 

Bev: A bearded and aged male stands facing right, a band aiouad 
the head, flames around the shoulders and the bead, a hammer m the right 
hand and a pair of tongs tn the left hand, wears classical chlamys and 
boots, legend on left A©pO. i e , ATHSHO or the fire God^ monogram 
on the right, beaded border 

127. Ob\ King nimbate, faces left, wears a circular bejewelled helmet 
with round devices, rira tied with ribbons over flowing the shoulders. 
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jewelled fillets above the shoulders; ear flaps; an armlet {bazoohand); holds 
an ear of corn in the right band, a spear in the left hand; wears a jacket 
open in front; body emerges from a rock like form; Bactrian legend in 
Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO (OHpKI KOpANO) i.e., 
SHAONANOSHAO OESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the 
Kusham which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A bearded and aged male stands facing right; a band round the 
head; flames around the shoulders and the head; a hammer in the right 
band, a pair of tongs in the left hand; wears classical chlamys and boots; 
legend on the left : A©OpO i.e., ATHOSHO or the Fire God; monogram 
on the right; beaded border. 

Type IX. Bust of king and horse riding /\POOA<'C\0; gold, round: 



128. Obv : Bust of king wearing a bejewelled circular helmet with side 
devices, faces left; rim of the helmet tied with ribbons which over flow the 
back; ear flaps; holds an ear of corn in the right hand and a spear in the 
left hand; flames emanate from the shoulders; wears a jacket tightened at 
the chest with two buttons; a necklace and an armlet {bazooband); traces 
only of circular blurred legend. 

Rev : A bearded male standing frontally, faces right; wears a diadem, 
tunic and boots; nimbate; position of hands not clear; a circular band 
around the head; horse behind the deity faces right and has the left fore¬ 
leg and the left rear leg off the ground; saddled horse; legend beginning at 
9.00: APOOA<nO i.e., LROOASPO, which means Guardian of the 
Health of the Beasts : monogram in the right lower field; beaded border. 

Type X. Bust of king and manaobafo; gold, round : 



129. Obv : Bust portrait of king facing left; diademed; wears a round 
helmet, having a side ornament and at the rim, a beaded fillet, portion of 
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which hangs on Ihc back; prominent or side burns'and mous* 

taches; holds a mace in the right hand and an o/iAuia in the left hand; 
wears a jacket and a necklace; Bacirian legend in Greek characters from 
7 00 : pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO j.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Hmhhka, ibe KushUna, which means 
the King of Kings, Huvishka. the KushSpa. 

/?ev;A male deity on a cushioned throne having curved legs, faces 
right; wears a round helmet; crescent behind shoulders; has in his three 
hands : a sceptre, a wreath and hre and fourth band rests on hip; feet 
rest on a stool; legend on the left; MANAOBA/fO r-e., MANAOBAGO 
or the Moon Coi/; monogram in the right lower field, beaded border. 




130. Obv: Bust portrait of king facing left; diademed; wears a round 
helmet, having a side ornament and at the brim a beaded filtet, portion of 
which bangs on the back; prominent galomncha or side burns and 
moustaches; holds a mace m the right hand, an anku£a in the left hand; 
wears a tunic and a necklace; Dactrian legend m Greek characters from 
7.00 : pAONANOpAO 0/HpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
OESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the KushS(ia, which means 
the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushapa.i 

Bev.'A male deity on a cushioned throne having curved legs, faces 
right; wears helmet; crescent behind shoulders; has in bis three hands a 
Sceptre, a wreath and fire and the fourth hand rests on the hip; feet rest 
on a stool, legend on the left; MANAOBA/TO Le., MANAOBAGO or the 
Moon-god; monogram on the right; beaded border. 

131. Obv : Bust portrait of king, faces left; diademed; wears a round 
helmet, having a side ornament and at the brim, a beaded fillet, portion 
of which hangs on the back; prominent galamucha or side bums and mous* 
taches; holds a mace in the right hand and an ankuia in the left hand; 
wears a tunic and a necklace; body emerges from rock like form; Bactrian 
legend in Greek characters from 7.00: pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO 
f c.. SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or ShaJiensha}} liuvishkat 
the Kushdna, which means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 


^ Photograph of the obverse of this coin being not available, is not reproduced. 
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i?er ; A male deity on a cushioned throne having curved legs, faces 
right; wears helmet, crescent behind shoulders; has in his three hands a 
sceptre, a wreath and fire and fourth hand rests on the hip; feet on a stool; 
legend on the left: MANAOBA/FO i.e., MANAOBAGO, or the jlfonn- 
God; monogram on the right; beaded border. 


Type XL Bust of king and mao; gold, round: 
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132. Obv : Bust portrait of king facing left; wears helmet and a tunic; 
heavy side burns; short mace with ovaloid top and a long thin handle in the 
right hand, an ankusa in the left hand; Bactrian legend in Greek characters 
from 7.00 ; pAONANOpAO OOhpKI KOPA(NO) i.e., SHAONANO 
SHAO OOESHKI KOSH ANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushaija, which 
means the King of kings, Huvishka, the Kushana, 

Rev : A standing male deity faces left; crest behind shoulders; right 
arm out-stretched; a long staff with knobbed head in left hand; a sword 
hangs at the left side; legend on the right: MAO i.e., the Moon-god; 
monogram in the left field; beaded border. 

133. Obv ; Bust portrait of king facing left; wears a bejewelled 
helmet and a tunic; heavy side burns; short mace in the right hand and 
an ahkuia in the left hand; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 
7.00: pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or fShahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, which 
means the King of kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A standing male deity, faces left; crest behind shoulders; right 
arm out-stretched; a long staff with knobbed head in left hand; a sword 
hangs at the left side; legend on the right : MAO i.e., the Moon-god; 
monogram on the left; beaded border. 
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134 Obv Bust portrait of king facing left, wears a bejewelled helmet 
and a tunic, heavy side burns, short mace with ovaloid top and a long 
thm handle in the right hand, an anku^a in the left band, rock like 
formation below the bust, traces of Bactrian legend in Greek characters 
from 7 00 pAONANOpAO OOU/pKI KOpANO ie, SHAONANO 
SHAO OOESHM KOSHANO or Shalieiisha/i HuMs/ika, the Kushipa, 
which means the King of kings Huvishka the kushaoa 

Re\ A standing male deity, faces left, crest behind shoulders, right 
arm out stretched and a long staH* with knobbed head in left band, a 
sword hangs at the left side, legend on the right, MAO ie , the Moon- 
god monogram in the left field, beaded border 

135 Obv Bust portrait of king facing left, wears helmet and a 
loose tunic, heavy side burns, short mace with oraloid top and a long 
thm handle in the right band, an anUda in the left band, rock like 
formation below the bust, Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7 00, 
pAONAlsOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO i e SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI 
KOSHANO or Shahenshah //wiK/ika, the hushina which means the Ktng 
of Kings, Huvishka, ihe Kusbajja 

Rei A standing male deity, faces Jeff, crest behind shoulders, right 
arm outstretched left hand at the waist, a sword hangs at the left side, 
legend on the right MAO ie , the Moon god monogram in ^ihe left 
field, beaded border 



136 Obv Bust portrait of king facing left, wears oval shaped helmet 
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and a tunic; heavy side burns; short mace in the right hand; an ankusa 
in the left hand; traces of Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7 00 : 
pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOPANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI 
KOSHANO or Shahenshah Httvishka, the KushStia, which means the King 
of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A standing male deity, faces left; crest behind shoulders; right 
arm out-stretched; left hand at waist; a sword hangs at the left side; 
legend on the right : MAO i.e., the Moon-god; monogram in the left 
field; beaded border. 

137. Obv ; Bust portrait of king facing left; wears helmet with a 
round device on the side and a tunic; bejewelled fillet, below the helmet, 
also over flows the back; heavy side burns; short mace in the right hand, 
an ankusa in the left hand; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 
7.00: pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, which means 
the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A standing male deity, faces left; crest behind shoulders; right 
arm out-stretched and a long staff with knobbed head in left hand; a 
sword hangs at the left side; wears a transparent mantle, designed 
trousers and boots; legend on the right: MAO i.e., the Moon-god; mono¬ 
gram on the left; beaded border. 



138 ; Obv; Bust portrait of a king in full regal dress, faces left; 
nimbate; wears a circular bejewelled helmet having a crest ornament; 
wears a coat of mail; holds an ear of corn and spear in the right and 
left hands respectively; wears a necklace and an armlet (bazooband); ear 
flaps and moustaches; shoulders covered by jewelled fillets; jacket open 
at the front; emerges from clouds; Bactrian legend in Greek characters 
from 7.00 : (p)AONANOpAO OO/hPKI KOp(ANO) i.e., SHAONANO¬ 
SHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, 
which means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev; Standing deity faces left; crescent behind shoulders; wears a 
round cap, chiton and chlamys, knee-boots; wreath with ribbon in 
right extended hand and a staff in the raised left hand; a sword hangs 
down the waist on the right; legend on the right: MAO z.e., the Moon- 
god; monogram on the left; beaded border. 
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139. Obv : Bust of king cracrgiog from clouds iti full regal dress, 
faces left; nimbate; wears a bejewelled round helmet having a crest or- 
uamcot; wears a coat of mail; holds a macc and a spear in the right and 
left bands respectively; a necklace and an armlet {ba:ooband)\ ear flaps 
and moustaches; shoulders covered by Jewelled lillets; jacket buttoned 
at the front; emerges from clouds; Bactrian legend in Greek characters 
from 7.00 : (p)AONANOpAO OOHpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANO 
SHAO OOESHKl KOSHANO or Shaixeiishdb Huxhhkat the /Oa/iipa, ^hich 
means the King of Kings, Huvishka. the Kusbaua, 

Rev: A male standing frontally, has bts head in proflte to left; 
crescent behind the shoulders; wears a hat, coat, long trousers and boots; 
a wreath with ribbons in the right extended hand; left hand at the waist; 
a sword on the left; legend on the right: MAO /.c., the Ahon-god; 
monogram on the left; beaded border. 

140. Obv: Bust portrait of king in full regal dress, faces left; nimbate; 
wears a circular bejewelled helmet having crest ornament; wears a coat 
of mail; holds a mace and a spear in the right and left hands respectively; 
a necklace and an armlet {batoobaJtd)\ ear flaps and moustaches; 
shoulders covered fay jewelled fillets; jacket clasped at the front; emerges 
from clouds; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 ; pAONANO 
pAO 00/hpKI KOpANO /.a., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKl 
KOSHANO or Shahenshah Hmtshka, the Ktishana, which means the King , 
of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushapa. 

Rev : Standing deity faces left; crescent behind shoulders; hair lied 
with a ribbon; wears a chiton and knee-boots; right hand extended and the 
left hand at the waist; a sword hangs down the waist; legend on the, 
right: MAO ke., the Moon-god. monogram on the left; beaded border. 



141. Obv : Bust portrait of a king in full regal dress, faces left; 
nimbate; wears a circular bejewelled helmet having a crest ornament; 
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wears a coat of mail; holds, macc and a spear in the right and left hands 
respectively; a necklace and an armlet (bazooband); ear flaps and 
moustaches; shoulders covered by ornaments; jacket clasped at the front; 
emerges from clouds; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : 
(p)AONANOpAO OO/hpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, which 
means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev: Standing deity faces left; crescent behind shoulders; wears a 
round cap, chiton and knee-bools; wreath with ribbons in right extended 
hand and a staff in the raised left band; a sword hangs down from the 
waist; legend on the right: MAO i.e., the Moon god; monogram on the 
left; beaded border. 

142. Obv : Bust portrait of king in full regal dress, faces left; 
nimbate; wears a bejewelled helmet having a crest ornament; wears a 
coat of mail; holds a mace and a spear in the right and left hands res¬ 
pectively; ear flaps and side burns with moustaches; shoulders covered 
by jewelled fillet; jacket clasped at the front; emerges from clouds; 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : (p)AONANOpAO 
O/OhpKI KOp(ANO) i.e., SHAONANO SHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO 
or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, which means the King of Kings, 
Huvishka, the Kushapa. 

Rev: A male deity in tribhahga pose, faces left; crest behind the 
shoulders; wears a chiton, trousers, boots and a mantle; right hand 
extended with fingers in gesture pose and the left raised hand holds a 
spear; legend on the right; MAO/.e., the Moon-god; monogram on the 
left; beaded border. 


143 





4 



143. Obv : Bust portrait of king emerging from clouds, faces left; 
wears a bejewelled round helmet with crescent in front and angular 
protrusion at the back; heavy side burns; wears a necklace and a tunic; 
holds a mace in the right hand, and ankusa in the left hand; Bactrian 
legend in Greek characters from 7.00: pAONANOpAO/OYOhpKI 
KOSHANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OYOESHKI KOSHANO or 
Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, which mean the King of Kings, 
Huvishka, the Kushana. 
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Jicv : Male deity standing frontally, faces left; crest behind shoulders; 
holds a sceptre in the right hand and the left band at the vvatst; clad in 
chiton and mantle, legend on the right: MAO i e., the Moon-sod. tnono- 
gram on the left; beaded border. 

144. £?bv ; Bust portrait of a king emerging from rock like forms in 
full regal dress, faces left; nrnibafe; wears a bejewelled and crested helmet 
with a round device on sides and an angular protrusion at the back; 
fillets cover the shoulders; a necklace and an armlet {bazooband); clad m 
a bejewelled tunic; holds in the right band a mace and a spear with 
ribbons in the left hand; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00; 
(pAON)ANOpAO O/ObpKI KOpANO f.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahtishak Huvtshka, (he Kushdna, which 
means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushaija. 

Rev: A standing male deity, faces right; hair tied with ribbons, over 
flowing the shoulders; wears a long Greek robe covering the feet; right 
raised hand holds a pitcher; legend on the left: MAO / e., the Moon-god, 
monogram on the right; beaded border. 



¥ 

145. Obv: Bust portrait of king emerging from clouds in full regal 
dress, faces left; ntmbatc; wears a bejewelled and crested helmet With a 
round device on the sides, wears a necklace and an armlet [bazooband); 
jacket fastened with two buttons at the chest; bolds in the right band a 
mace and a spear in the left hand; truncated Bactrian legend in Greek 
characters from 7.00 ; (pAONANOpAOj/OObpKI KOp(ANO> ie., 
SHAONAno SMAO OOISHKI KOSJJAND nr SJmbms.hah jEfwMU 
ihe Kushd/ta, which means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kusbapa, 

Rev: A standing male faces right; nimbate; raised hair in three tufts 
at the top; holds in the right raised hand a spear having over-flowing 
ribbons; left raised band also holds an indistinct object; upper part of the 
body nude; wears a half skirt and knee-boots; legend on (he left: MAO 
i.e., the Moon-god; monogram on the right, beaded border. 

146, Obv ; Bust portrait of king emerging from rock like forms, faces 
left; wears a round helmet with circular device at the side, two ribbons 
tying the brim of the helmet at its back over flow the shoulders, heavy 
side burns (galanmcha) and moustaches, wears a necklace and a tunic; holds 
a mace in the Tight hand and an cnkiifa in the left hand; Bactrian legend 
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from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO OO/hpKI KOpANO; i.e., SHAONANO 
SHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana v/hich. 
means, the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A standing male deity faces right; wears a hat tied with ribbons 
at its back; nimbate; lunar crescent; holds a wreath in the right hand and 
knob-headed staff in the left; wears a chlamys, boots and a mantle; legend 
on the left; MAO i.e., the Mooii~god; monogram on the right; beaded 
border. 



147. Obv: Bust portrait of king emerging from rock like forms, faces 
left; wears a helmet with a round device at the side and two ribbons tied 
to the angular protrusion over-flow the back; heavy side burns (galamucha)i 
holds a mace in the right hand and an ahkusa in the left hand; truncated 
Bactrian legend from 7.00 possibly reads; pAONANOpAO OOHpKI 
KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or 
Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana which means the King of Kings, 
Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A standing male deity faces left; hair in a tuft; lunar crescent; 
right hand stretched and left at the waist; wears a long coat, mantle and 
boots; legend on the right: MAO i.e., the Moon-God; monogram on the 
left; beaded border. 

148. Obv: Bust portrait of king, faces left; wears a bejewelled muku\a 

having a crescent at the fore-head and an angular protrusion at the back 
from which are suspended bejewelled ribbons: heavy side burns; wears a 
necklace and a tunic; holds a mace in the right hand and an ahkusa in the 
left hand; truncated Bactrian legend from 7.00 : (pA)ONANOpAO 
OOh/(pKI KOpANO) : i.e., SHAONANO SHAO OOESHKI 

KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana which means, the King 
of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A standing male deity faces left; crescent behind shoulders; hair 
tied with a ribbon; holds a spear in the right raised hand; left hand at the 
waist from which a small sword is suspended; wears an upper robe and 
boots; legend on the right: MAO i.e., the Moon-god; monogram on the 
left; beaded border. 



148 
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149 Obv Bust portrait of a king facing left, wears a bejewelled 
tnuhufa, heavy side burns, from an angular protrusion at the back arc 
suspended bejewelled ribbons, wears a necklace and a tunic, holds a mace 
in the right hand and an aiikuh in the left hand, Bactnan legend from 
7 00 pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpA (NO) i e , SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or ShahciMt Hmfshka, the KiishS^fa which 
means, the King of Kings, Huvishka the Kushaija 

Rev A standing male deity, faces left, crescent behind the shoulder; 
right hand at the waist and the left band holds a knob headed spear, a 
sword hangs down the waist on the right, wears a long coat, a mantle and 
boots, legend on the right MAO / c, the Afoon good monogram on the 
left, beaded border 


Type XII Humhka seated cross let^ged and mao, copper, round . 



120 Obv King seated cross legged on rocky formation, faces left, 
a staff m the left raised hand, right band at the waist, Bactnan legend 
from 7 00 pAO{NANOpAO OObpKO kOpANO) t c , SHAONANO 
SHAO OOESHkO KOSHANO or Sbahettshah Hmishka, the Rustiana, 
which means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kusfaiipa 

Rev A standing male dressed in a long coat, faces left, crest behind 
the shoulders, right hand extended and left hand at the waist, wears 
a long coat, trousers and boots, legend on the right MAO / c. the 
Moon st>d monogram on the left, beaded border 
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Type XIIL King riding an elephant and MAO: copper, round: 



\5l.Obv: King rides an elephant, both face left; an ankusa in the 
right hand and another indistinct object in the left hand; legend blurred 
except at 1.00.OOHpKI. 

Rev : A standing male faces left; lunar crescent behind the shoulders; 
low hair; wears a long robe; a tree like object in the left field; left hand 
on the waist; legend on the right: MAO i.e., the Moon-god; monogram on 
the left; beaded border. 

Type XIV. Bust of king with galamucha and maO-MIIPO; gold, round: 




152. Obv: Bust portrait of king, faces left; wears a round bejwelled 
helmet; at the back of the helmet angular protrusion tied with two 
ribbons which over flow the shoulders; heavy side-burns; wears a 
necklace; jewelled yoke and tunic; bust emerging from rock like shapes; 
holds a mace in the right hand, an ankusa in the left hand; Bactrian 
legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO O/OHPKI 
KOpANO i.e., SHAONANO SHAO OOESHKIKOSHANO or Shahensbah 
Hiivishka, the Kushana, which means King of Kings Huvishka, the 
Kushapa. 

Rev : Two standing male figures face each other; MAO wears a knee 
long robe and holds a sword in the right hand; MIIPO is radiate and 
also wears a knee long robe; right extended hand in two fingered gesture; 
a sword hangs down the waist; both stand on a pedestal; legend on the 
left MAO and on the right MIIPO i.e., MAO-MIIRO or the Moon-god and 
the Sun-god; monogram between them; beaded border. 

153. Obv : Bust portrait of king, faces left; wears a round bejewelled 
helmet; at the back of the helmet angular protrusion tied with two 





150 kushAna numismatics 

ribbons which over flow the shoulders, heavy side bums, wears a necklace 
jewelled yoke and tumc, bust emerging from rock like forms, holds a 
macc in the right hand, an ankuia in the left hand Baclnan legend in 
Greek characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO O/OHpKI KOpANO / e 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI kOSHANO or Siiahenshak Htnishka] 
the Kushafta 

Hev Two standing male figures face each other; MAO on the left 
and MIlPO on the right, MAO wears a knee long robe and holds a 
sword in the right hand MIIRO is radiate and also wears a knee long 
robe, right extended hand in two fingered gesture, a sword hangs down 
the waist, both stand on a pedestal, legend on the left MAO and on the 
right MIIPO ; e , MAO MIIRO or the Moon god and the Sun god, 
monogram between them, beaded border 

Type XV Bust portrait of a king and MiIPO, gold, round • 



154 Obv Profile bust portrait of king emerging from rock like 
forms faces left, wears a bejewelled helmet with a crescent m the front 
and at the back an angular protrusion from which over flow nbbons on 
the shoulders, heavy side burns (galamucha), wears a necklace and a tumc 
with folds, holds a macc in the right band, another object in the left hand, 
Bactnan legend in Greek characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO 
O/OpHKI KOpANO ie SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI kOSHANO 
or Shohemhah Hmuhka, ihe Kush&na which means the King of Kings, 
Huvisbka, the Kushapa 

Rct a sAnTidiwg mnW dciVj, ihWo 'hsVV* w 

radiate, right extended hand in two finger gesture, and left hand 
holds a knob headed Stas', wears a tunic, mantle and boots, legend on 
the right MIIPO or MIIRO ie, the Sun god monogram on the left, 
beaded border 

155 Obv Profile bust portrait of king emerging from rock like 
forms, faces Icfi, wears a bejewelled helmet with a crescent m the front 
and at the back an angular protrusion from which over flow ribbons on 
the shoulders, side burns (galamucha) or car flaps, wears a necklace and 
a tunic with folds, Bactnan legend m Greek characters from 7 00 
pAOhAhOpAO OOHpkl KOp{ANO) te SHAONANOSHAO 
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OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Hnvishka, the KushSna, which means 
King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

jRev : A male standing deity faces left; hair tied with a beaded fillet; 
radiate; right extended hand in two finger gesture and left hand holds 
a knob headed staff; wears a designed tunic, mantle and boots; legend 
on the right MIIPO or MIIRO i.e., the Sim-god; monogram on the left; 
beaded border. 




156. Obv : Profile bust portrait of king emerging from rock like 
forms, faces left; wears a bejewelled helmet with a crescent in the front 
and at the back an angular protrusion from which over flow ribbons 
on the shoulders; heavy side-burns (galamiicha); wears a necklace and a 
tunic with folds; a mace in the right hand and another object in left 
hand; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 ; pAOhAhO pAO 
O/OHpKl KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO 
or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kusharia, which means the King of Kings, 
Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A male standing deity, faces left; hair tied with a beaded fillet; 
radiate; right extended hand in two finger gesture and left hand holds 
a knob headed staff; wears a lower garment, a mantle and boots; legend 
on the right MIIPO or MIIRO i.e., the Sun-god; monogram on the left; 
beaded border. 

157. Obv ; Profile bust portrait of king emerging from rock like 
forms, faces left; wears a bejewelled helmet, crest in the front and at the 
back an angular protrusion from which over flow ribbons on the shoulders; 
side-burns {gahmucha) or ear flaps; wears a necklace and a designed 
jacket buttoned in the front; holds a mace in the right hand and a spear 
in the left hand; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00: pAOhAhO 
pAO OOHpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO 
or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, which means the King of Kings 
Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A male standing deity faces left; hair tied with a ribbon; 
radiate; right extended hand in two finger gesture and left raised hand 
holds a spear; wears a long robe, mantle and boots; legend on the right : 
MIIPO or MIIRO i.e., the Sun-god; monogram on the left; beaded border. 



152 


kushAi^a numismatics 



158. Obv : Blurred bust portrait of king, faces left; wears rounded 
and crested helmet; broad sunken cheeks, bulbous nose; shoulders 
covered with fillets; wears a tight fitting tunic; holds a mace In the right 
hand and ankuia in the left hand; Bactrian legend in Greek characters 

from 7.00 : pAOhAhO pAO 0/OhpKI-i.c, SHAONANOSHAO 

OOESHKIKOSHANO or Sfialienshah Hmhhka, the Kushana, which means 
King of Kings Huvtshka, the Kush^Qa. 

Rev : A standing male deity facing left; lunar crescent bebiad the 
shoulders; right raised hand in two finger gesture; left hand at the waist 
holding a sword; wears a mantle and under garments and boots; legend 
on the right: MIlPO or MIIRO i.e., the Sun-god; monogram on the left; 
beaded border. 

159 Obv ; Profile bust portrait of king, faces left; wears a bejewelled 
and crested helmet with an angular protrusion at the back from v^bich 
over flow fillets, side burns {galamuchay, wears a necklace and a tight 
fitting tunic, holds a mace to the right band and an atikuja in the left 
hand, Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00: pAObAhopAO 
0(p)0hpKI KO(pANO) i c . SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO 
or Shahenshah HuUshka, the KusMna, which means the King of Kings 
Huvishka, the Kushapa. 

Rev : Standing male deity, faces left; radiate; holds a staff m the 
right raised hand and a sword in the left hand resting at the waist; wearsj 
a heavy tobft upto the knees; legend on the tight: MIIPO or MIIRO I.e., 
the Sun-god, monogram on the left; beaded border. 




160 06v.'Profile bust portrait of king, emerging from rock hkc 

forms, faces left; wears a bejewelled and crested helmet with an angular 

protrusion at the back from svhich over flow fillets, heavy side-boms, 
igalmiucha), wears a necklace and a tight fitting tunic; holds a mace la 
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the right hand and an aftkiisa in the left hand; Bactrian legend in Greek 
characters from 7.00 : pAOhAhOpAO 00/hpKI KOpAN(O) i.e., 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, 
the Kusham, which means the King of Kings Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : Standing male deity, faces left; radiate; right extended hand in 
two finger gesture; left hand holds a sword resting at the waist; wears a 
long robe and a mantle; legend on the right : MIIPO or MIIRO i.e., the 
Sun-god; monogram on the left; beaded border. 

161. 06v ; Profile bust portrait of a king, emerging from rock like 
form, faces right; wears a round crested helmet brim of which is tied at 
the back with two ribbons which over flow the shoulders; heavy side 
burns; wears a tight fitting tunic; a mace in the right hand and an ankusa 
in the left hand; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00: 
pAONANOpAO OOhpKI KOp(ANO) i.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, which 
means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev: Standing male deity, faces left; radiate; right extended hand in 
two finger gesture; left hand holds a sword resting at the waist; wears a 
long robe and a mantle; legend on the right : MIIPO or MIIRO i.e., the 
Sun-god; monogram on the left; beaded border. 



162. Obv: Profile bust portrait of a king emerging from rock like 
forms, faces left; wears a round crested helmet with a side device and 
brim of which is tied at the back with two ribbons over flowing the back; 
heavy side-burns; wears a necklace and a tight fitting tunic; a mace in the 
right hand, another object in the left hand; Bactrian legend in Greek 
characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO i.e., 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the 
Kushana, which means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A standing male deity, faces right; radiate; wears a hat tied at 
the back with two ribbons which over flow the back of the figure; holds a 
wreath in the right hand; wears under-garments and over them a mantle 
and boots; legend on the left MIIPO or MIIRO i.e., the Sun-god; mono¬ 
gram on the right; beaded border. 

163. Obv: Profile bust portrait of king emerging from cloud like 
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forms faces left, nimbatc, wears a bejewelled round helmet, ear 0aps and 
shoulder fillets wears a bejewelled jacket buttoned m the front, holds a 
mace in the right hand and a spear m the left hand, Bactnan legend in 
Greek characters from 7 00 pAOhAhOpAO OO/fapKI KOpANO i e 
SHAONANO SHAO OOESHICI kOSHANO or Sbahenshah Htatshka, 
the Kusba^, which means the King of Kings, Huvishka the KushSpa 

Rev A standing male deity faces right nimbatc, hair tied with a 
ribbon, holds a spear in the right raised hand and another object in the 
left hand, wears an upper garment and knee long lower garment and 
boots, legend on the left, read from outside MI IPO or MIIRO i e the 
Sun god monogram on the right, beaded border 



164 Obv Profile bust portrait of a king emerging from rock like 
forms, faces right wears a round crested helmet brim of which is tied at 
back with a fillet over flowing the shoulders, wears a tight fitting tunic 
and a necklace, a macc in the right hand and an ankusa in the left band, 
Bactnan legend in Greek characters from 7 00 (pAO)NANOpAO 
O/OHpKI KOp(ANO) i a SHAONANO SHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO 
or Sbahenshah lJumhka the Kusham which means the King of Kings, 
Huvishka, the Kusbdija 

Rev A standing male deity, faces right, radiate, wears a hat tied at 
the back with two ribbons which over flow the shoulders, the round hat 
hides the face and the hair, holds a wreath in the right hand, wears 
under garments and over them a mantle and boots, legend on the left 
MIlPO or MIIRO i e , the Sm god monogram on right, beaded border 

Type XV(a) Bust portrait of king and MioPO, gold^ round 




I65 Obv Profile bust portrait of king emerging from cloud like 
forms, faces left, nimbatc wears a bejewelled round helmet, bnm of which 
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is tied at the back with ribbons over-flowing the shoulders; ear flaps; wears 
a bejewelled jacket; holds a mace in the right hand and a spear in the elft 
hand; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : (pAONANO) pAO 
OO/HpKI KOp(ANO) i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO 
or Shahenshah Hnvishka, the Ktishana, which means the King of Kings, 
Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A standing male deity, faces right; radiate; holds a spear in the 
right raised hand; wreath in the left; extended band; wears a lower 
garment; legend on the left : MIOPO or MIORO i.e., the Sun-god; mono¬ 
gram on the right; beaded border. 

166. 06v ; Profile bust portrait of king with a long nose and a long 
face, faces left; wears a pot shaped helmet; ribbons over flowing the 
shoulders; wears a tight tunic and a necklace; bolds a mace in the right 
hand and an ahkusa in the left hand; truncated legend from 7.00: 
pAONANOpAO O/OHpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI 
KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A male deity standing in a tribhahga pose, faces left; radiate; 
wears a pendant; an apron over the shoulders, ends of which are hanging 
from behind the right extended hand, in which holds a wreath; a sword 
in the left hand, resting at the waist; legend on the right: MIOPO or 
MIORO i.e., the Sun-god; monogram on the left; beaded border. 




167. Obv : Profile bust portrait of king, faces left; wears a bejewelled 
and crested helmet, having angular protrusion at the back from which 
over flow the ribbons; heavy side-burns {galamucha) and moustaches; 
wears a necklace and a tight fitting tunic; holds a mace in the right 
hand and an ahkusa in the left hand; Bactrian legend in Greek characters 
from 7. 00 : pAONANOpAO 0(p)OhpKI KO(pANO) i.e., SHAONANO 
SHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, 
which means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A male stands frontally and faces left; radiate; hair in a small 
bun at the forehead; holds a spear in the right raised hand and the left 
hand rests at the waist; wears an upper garment and a mantle and 
boots; legend on the right : MIOPO or MIORO i.e., the Sun-god; mono¬ 
gram on the left; beaded border. 



KUSHAISTA NUMISMATICS 

16S.Obv: Profile bust portrait of king, faces left; wears cooical 
shaped, bejewelled and crested beimet tied at the back with an angular 
protrusion; car flaps, a wart and moustaches; wears a necklace and a 
light tunic; holds a mace in the right hand and a spear in the left hand* 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00; pAONANQpAO 0{p) 
OhpKI KO(pANO) if., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KQSHANOor 

Shahenshah Jluvhhka, the Kushdna, which means the King of Kings 
lluvishka, the Kushajitii* 

Rev: Standing male, faces Icfi; radiate; wears car pendants and a 
mantle over upper and lower garments and boots; right extended hand 
in two finger gesture; left hand at the waist from which hangs dona a 
sword; legend on the right : MIOPO or MICRO t.e., the Sun-god; mono¬ 
gram on the left; beaded border. 




169. Oir; Profile bust portrait of king in full regal dress, faces left; 
nimbate; wears a round bcicwclled helmet from the back of which over¬ 
flow ribbons; ear flaps; wears a necklace and a tunic, having rolled lapels, 
open at the chest; super-natural emanations from shoulders; holds a 
mace in the right hand and a spear in the left hand; Bactrian legend 
in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO OO/hpKI KOpA(NO) 
i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah ffuvbfika, 
the Kmham, which means the King of Kings, Huvishks, the KushSpa. 

Rev: A male standing frontally, faces left; radiate; right extended 
hand holds a wreath and left raised hand bolds a spear; wears a mantle 
over under-garments; legend on the right: MIOPO or MICRO Le., the 
Sun-god; monogram on the left; beaded border. 

170. Obv: Profile bust portrait of king, in full regal dress, faces 
left; nimbate; wears a crested and bejewelled helmet from the back of 
which over-flow ribbons; bejewelled fillets over the shoulders; cat flaps; 
wears a necklace and a tunic; holds a mace in the right hand and a 
spear in the left hand; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00: 
pAONANOp(AO/OOHp)KI KOpAN(O) Le., SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Hmislika, the Kiish5t?a, which means 
the King of Kings, lluvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev; A male, standing frontally, faces left; radiate; right extended 
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hand holds a wreath and left raised hand holds a spear; wears a mantle 
over under-garments; legend on the right: MIOPO or MIORO i.e., the 
Smt’god; monogram on the left; beaded border. 




171. Obv : Profile bust portrait of king in full regal dress, faces left; 
nimbate; wears a round, crested and bejewelled helmet, with circular 
side device, from the back of which over flow ribbons; ear flaps; bejewelled 
fillets over shoulders; wears a necklace and a tunic having rolled lapeli 
and open at the chest; holds a mace in the right hand and a spear in the 
left hand; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 ; pAONANO 
pAO 0/(0)hpKI KOp(ANO) i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSH- 
ANO or Shahenshah Huvishka the Kushdpa, which means the King of 
Kings, Huvishka, the Kushatja. 

Rev : A male standing frontally, faces left; radiate; unkempt long hair; 
right extended hand holds a wreath and left hand holds a sword and 
rests at the waist; wears a mantle over under-garments; legend on the 
right; MIOPO or MIORO i.e., the Sun-god; monogram on the left; beaded 
border. 

172. Obv ; Profile bust portrait of king, in full regal dress, faces left; 
nimbate; wears a crested and bejewelled helmet from the back of which 
over flow ribbons; ear flaps and moustaches; side-burns {galamucha) wears 
a bejewelled tunic; holds a mace in the right hand and a spear in the 
left hand; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : (pAO)NANO 
pA(0/0) HpKI KOpA(NO) i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSH- 
ANO or Shahenshah Hmishka, the Kushdna, which means the King of 
Kings, Huvishka, the Kusbana. 

Rev: A standing female deity, faces right; diademed and nimbate; 
wears a cap or a helmet tied with a ribbon, portion of which over-flows 
the back; wears a Greek attire; holds cornucopia in both hands; legend on 
the left: MIOPO or MIORO i.e., the Sun-god; monogram on the right; 
beaded border. 
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173 Obv Profile bust portrait of king m full regal dress, faces left, 
nimbate, wears a crested and bejewelled helmet, car flaps and moustaches, 
wears a necklace and a tunic closed at the front with two buttons, 
bejewelled fillets on shoulders, bolds a mace in the right band and a Loob- 
beaded spear With fluttering ribbons m the left hand, Bactnan legend in 
Greek characters from 7 00 (p)AONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO, 
r e , SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshali Hmisbka, 
ibe fMshSna, which means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the KushStja 

Rev A male standing frontally faces IcA, radiate, right extended 
hand holds a torque and left band bolding a sword rests at the waist, 
wears knee long under garments, legend on the right MIOPO or MIORO 
f e, the Sun god monogram on the left, beaded border 

Type XV(b) King sguattmg or in easy position and MJOPo, copper^ 
round. 




174 obv Helmeted and ntmbate king lounging on a low bench, 
en face, resting the left elbow on a cushion and right foot on the bench, 
right in*curved band resting at the waist, an object suspended from tljc 
bench, legend on the right reads BAOKOKOPA * 

175 Obv King seated frontally in a squatting position with bead to 
right, wears a forward pointing cap having two ribbons over flowing 
the back, right band resting on the right leg and left hand raised, possibly 
holding a staff wears a tunic, no trace of legend 

Rev Male standing deity, faces left, radiate, wears a cap, extended 
right hand holds a wreath, left hand resting at the waist, holds a sword 


i Same as NC, 1892, pi IX 
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hanging down; blurred legend on the right; the deity is MIOPO or 
MICRO i.e., the Stm-god; monogram in the left lower field; beaded border. 

Type XV(c). Bust of king and mippo; gold, round: 



176. Obv: Profile bust portrait of king, emerging from rock like 
forms with bulbous nose, faces left; nimbate; wears a round helmet 
tied at the back from which over flow beaded ribbons; car flaps and 
moustaches; side burns (galamucha); wears a tunic; holds a mace in the 
right hand; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00: (pAONANO 
pAO 00)hpKI Ko(pANO) i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI 
KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, ihe Kushana, which means the King 
of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushapa. 

Rev: A male standing frontally, faces left; radiate; right hand 
extended and left hand rests at the waist from which hangs down a 
sword; wears a mantle over under-garments; legend on the right: MIPPO 
or MIRRO i.e., the Sun-go^/; monogram on the left; beaded border. 

This gold coin was found at Barabanki, U.P. 



177. Obv : Profile bust portrait of king, faces left; wears oval shaped 
helmet having an angular protrusion at the back; heavy side-burns 
{galamucha)’, wears a tunic, fillets over shoulders; holds a mace in the 
right hand and an ahkusa in the left hand; blurred Bactrian legend in 
Greek characters from 7.00 : (pAONANOpAO OOh)pKI Kop(ANO) 
i.e., SHAONANO SHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, 
the Kushana, which means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A male standing frontally, faces left; radiate; wears a low cap; 
right extended hand in two finger gesture and left hand holding a sword 
at the waist; wears a mantle over under-garments; legend on the right : 
MIPPO or MIRRO i.e., the Sun-god; monogram on the left; beaded border. 
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Type ^V(d) Bust of kmg and mopo, gold, round. 



nimbale, wears a bejewelled and crested helmet having an angular 
protrusion at Ihe baetk. from which over Sow fillets, car Saps and mous¬ 
taches, wears a necklace and a tunic partly open at the chest, holds a 
mace in the right hard and a spear m the left hand, truncated Bactrian 
legend in Greek characters from 7 00 (pA)ONANOpAO O/(00hpKI 
KO)p(ANO) ie, SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or 
Shahenshah BuvtsltKa the AurArfpn, which means the King of Kings, 
Huvishka, the Kusha^a 

Jie). A standing male, faces left, dishevelled long hair, right ex 
tended hand bolds a wreath and left raised band holds a spear, legend 
on the right MOPO or MORO / e, the Sun god, monogram on the [eft, 
beaded border 

179 Obv Profile bust portrait of king, faces left, wears a round 
crested and bejewelled helmet having a protrusion at the back tied to 
which ribbons over flow the back, heavy side burns (galamucha) wears a 
necklace and a tunic flames emanating from shoulders, holds a mace 
in the right hand and ankma in the left hand, blurred Bactrian legend 
in Greek characters from 7 00 (pAONANO pAO/OOhpkl KOpANO) 
1 c , SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Htnhhka, 
the Kushana, which means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushaija 

Mei A male standing frontally, faces left, radiate, right extended 
hand holds an object and left band holding a knob-headed spear rests 
at the waist from which also hangs down a sword, wears a mantle over 
under garments legend on the right MOPO or MORO / c , the Sun god, 
monogram on the left, beaded border 

Type XVJ King seated cross legged and ifANA or htAhO, gold, round 
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wears a helmet having fluttering ribbons at the back, right hand resting on 
the waist and left hand holding a staff with fluttering ribbons; diademed 
and wearing a mantle; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 ; 
pAONANOpAO O/OhpKO KopANO pA(0) i.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKO KOSHANO SHAO or Shahcnsbah Hiivishka, the Kusbana 
Shall which means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kusharia king. 

Rev : Standing NANA, diademed and nimbate, faces right; crescent 
on head; wears a head-gear tied with a ribbon portion of which over 
flows the back; a sword at the waist; holds a protome in the right hand 
and a bowl in the left hand; dressed in a long robe; legend on left: 
NANA; monogram on the right; beaded border. 

181. Obv : King seated cross-legged upon rocky forms, faces right; 
wears a helmet having fluttering ribbons at the back; right hand resting 
on the waist and left hand holding a staff with fluttering ribbons; 
diademed and wearing a mantle; Bactrian legend in Greek characters 
from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO OOhpKo KOpANOpA(O) i.e., SHAONANO 
SHAO OOESHKO KOSHANO SHAO or Shahensbah Huvishka, theKUshana 
Shah, which means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kusbana king. 

Rev : Standing NANA, diademed and nimbate, faces right; crescent 
on head; wears a head-gear tied with a ribbon, portion of which over 
flows the back; a sword at the waist; holds a protome in the left hand; 
dressed in a long robe; legend on left : NANA; monogram on the right; 
beaded border, 




182. Oftv; Profile bust of king, faces left; wears a bejewelled and 
crested round helmet with circular device at side; having at its back 
an angular protrusion from which bang down ribbons on the shoulders; 
heavy side-burns {galamucha) and moustaches; wears a necklace and a 
tunic; holds a mace in the right hand and an ahkusa in the left hand; 
emerging from rock like shapes; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 
7.00 : pAONANO pAO (OO)HpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahensbah Huvishka, the Kusbana which means 
the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushaija. 

Rev : Standing NANA, faces right; diademed and nimbate; crescent on 
head; wears a bead-gear tied with a ribbon portion of which over flows 
the back; a sword at the waist; holds a protome in the right hand and a 
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bowl in the left hand, dressed tn a long lobc; legend read from ouisjdc: 
NANA; monogrtim on the right; beaded border. 

183. Oiv; Profile bust of king, faces left; wears a bejeitclled and 
crested round helmet, with circular device at side,having at us back an 
angular protrusion from which hang down ribbons on the shoulders- 
heavy side-bums igalaniucha) and moustaches; wears a necklace and a 
tunic, holds a mace in the right hand and an ankusa in the left hand; 
emerging from rock like forms, Bactrian legend in Greek characters 
from 7 00 ipAONANOpAO OOHpKl KOpANO /.e.,SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Hu\lshka, the Kuskana, which means 
the King of Kings, Huvrstika, the Kushapa. 

Rev; Standing NANA, faces right; diademed and mmbate; crescent 
on head, wears a head-gear tied wUh a ribbon portion of which over flows 
the back; sword at the waist; holds a protome m the right hand and a 
bowl in the left hand; dressed in a long robe; legend read from outside ; 
NANA; monogram on the right, beaded border. 




184. Ohv; Profile bust of king, faces left; wears a bejewelled and 
crested round helmet with arcular device at side; having at its back aa 
angular protrusion from which hang down ribbons on the shoulders; heavy 
side-burns (^ahmucha) and moustaches; wears a necklace and a tunic; 
holds a mace in the right hand and an ankvsa in the left hand; eracrgiiig 
from rock like forms; Dactrian legend m Greek characters from 7 00 : 
pAONANOpAO OOhpKI KOpANO / f, SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI 
w Silraivcwshah Ifw-ssiikw, ilvi KusivSm, 'Mbwds. tha King, 
of Kings Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : Standing NANA, faces right; diademed and nimbatc; wears a 
head-gear tied with a ribbon portion of which over Sows the back; a sword 
at the waist; holds an indistinct object in the right hand, dressed in a long 
robe; legend on the right,* NANA; monogram on the right; beaded border. 

165. Obv: Bust of king in full regal dress, faces left; nimbatc; wears a 
bejewelled and crested helmet having at the back an angular protrusion 
from which hang down fillets; bejewelled car flaps and heavy side-burns; 
shoulders having fillets, wears necklace and tunic, clasped at the front, 
holds mace in the right hand and a spear having fluttering ribbons in 
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the left hand; emerges from rock like forms; Bactrian legend in Greek 
characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO 0(0)HpKr KOpANO i.e., 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shalwnshah Huvishka, the 
Kushana, which means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

JRev : Standing female deity faces right; nimbate; wears a headgear 
tied with ribbons over flowing the shoulders; crescent at the top; holds 
a protome in the right hand and a bowl in the left hand; wears long 
garments covering the feet; legend on the left: NANO i.e., NANA; 
monogram on right; beaded border. 


186 





187 




186. Ofcv : Bust of king in full regal dress, faces left; nimbate; wears 
a bejewelled and erestcd helmet with beaded border and having at the 
back an angular protrusion from which hang down fillets; bejewelled ear 
flaps; shoulders having fillets; wears necklace and tunic; holds a mace in 
the right hand and a spear having fluttering ribbons in the left hand; 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : (pAO)NANOpAO 
O/OHpKI KOPANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO 
or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana which means the King of Kings, 
Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : Standing female deity, faces right; nimbate; wears a head-gear 
tied with ribbons over flowing the back; crescent at the top; holds a 
protome in the right hand; wears a long robe; legend on the left : NANO 
i.e., NANA; monogram on the right; beaded border. 

187. ; Bust of king having long nose, faces left; nimbate; wears 
a bejewelled and crested round helmet, having at the back an angular 
protrusion from which hang down ribbons; heavy side-burns (galamucha); 
shoulders having fillets; wears necklace and tunic; holds a mace in the 
right hand and an ankusa in the left hand; emerges from rock like forms; 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 ; (pAONANOpAO 
00)HpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO 
or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, which means the King of Kings. 
Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : Standing female deity, faces left; nimbate; hair tied with ribbons 
over flowing at the back; crescent at the top; holds a wreath in the right 
hand and a bowl in the left hand; wears a long robe; legend on the right; 
NANO i.e., NANA; monogram on left; beaded border. 
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188. Ofiv ; Bust of king in icgal dress, faces left, nimbate; wean a 
bejewelled and crested helmet having at the back an angular protrusion 
from which hang down fillets; bejewelled ear flaps and having side-burns 
{galamucha)', shoulders having fillets; wears necklace and a tunic; clasped 
at the front, holds a mace in the right hand and a spear having nbbons in 
the left hand; emerges from rock like forms; fiactrian legend in Greek 
characters from 7.00 to 12.00 truncated: (pAONATSO pAO 00)HpKI 
KOpANO ie., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or 
Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kuskd^a^ which means the King of Kings. 
Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev .‘Standing female deity, faces left; nimbate; hair lied with nbbons 
over flowing at the back; crescent at the top; holds a wreath in the right 
band, a bowl in Ifac left band; wears a long robe; legend on the right; 
NANO i,e , NANA; monogram on left; beaded border. 



189. Obv : Bust of a youthful king tn regal dress, faces left; nimbate; 
wears a bejewelled and crested helmet having at the back an angular 
protrusion from which bang down fillets; heavy [side burns (gabmeha), 
shoulders having fillets; wears necklace and tunic open at the front; 
holds a mace in the right hand and a spear having fluttering ribbons to 
the left hand; emerges from rock like forms; Bactnan legend in Greek 
characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO O/OHpKI KOpANO ie, 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Sbahetishah limthka, the 
Kushdoa, which means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the KushSna, 

Rev: Standing female deity faces right; radiate; svears a head-gear 
tied with ribbons which over flow the back; draws an arrow with right 
hand from quiver, bolds a bow in the left hand, wears long armoured 
over-garment with rolled hem at bottom and a long skirt, legend on the 
left, read from outside : NANA i e., NANA; monogram on the right; 
beaded border. 
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Type XVI (a). Bust portrait of king and nano seated on lion; gold, 
round: 


190 




190. Obv : Profile bust of a robust king, faces left; wears a bejewelled 
and crested helmet with circular deviec at side and having at its back an 
angular protrusion from which hang down ribbons on the shoulders; ear 
flaps, heavy side burns (galamuc/ia) and moustaches; wears a necklace 
and a tunic; holds a mace in the right hand and a spear in the left hand; 
emerging from rock like forms; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 
7.00 ; pAONANOpAO (OO)HpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Hiivishka, the Kushana, which means 
the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : NANA sits frontally on lion, head in profile to right; nimbate; 
wears a helmet with a lunar crescent at top; a staflf with animal protome 
in right hand, left holds an indistinct object (a bowl ?); left fore-leg of 
the lion raised; legend on the right: NANO i.e,, NANA; monogram on 
the left; beaded border. 

Type XVI (b). King seated on cushion and NANA; copper, round; 




191. Ofiv.-King seated on a cushion, faces left; nimbate; wears a 
round cap and Indo-Scythian dress; left elbow resting on a small cushion, 
a mace in the right hand; truncated circular legend. 

Rev : Standing female deity, faces right; wears a head dress and long 
robe covering the feet; holds a staff in the right hand; in front on kness 
a male figure, possibly king himself, in ahjalT miidra or worshipping; trun¬ 
cated legend from 9.00 and from 12.00; monogram on left; beaded border. 

192. Obv : King reclining on a low cushioned couch is looking 
intently turning his head to right; diademed and ends of the diadem 
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flowing to left; right Knee tucked up; partly blurred Cactrian legend in 
Greek script beginning at 1.00 : pAO(NANOpAO OOhpKI) KOpANO 
/ c.. SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shabenshah Htnishka. 
the Kusb&na, which means the King of Kings, HuvishKa, the Kushd^a. 

J?ci' ; Standing female deity, faces right; nimbatc; an encircling 
garland from over head to hips; wears a long robe; holds something in 
the left hand; legend read upwards on the left ; NANA; faint traces of a 
monogram on the right; beaded border. 

Type XVI (c) Bust portrait of king and nampao or PAONANA; gold, 
round; 




193. Obv: Profile bust of King, faces left; wears a bejewelled and 
crested round helmet with circular device at side and having at its back 
an angular protrusion from which hang down nbbons on the shoulders; 
heavy side burns {galamuchd) and moustaches; wears a necklace and a 
tunic; holds a mace in the right hand and an ankuSa in the left band; 
emerging from rock like shapes, Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 
7.00; pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO i.e„ SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO ct Shahenshah Ilmlshka, the Kitshatia which means 
the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushaga. 

Pev: Standing female deity, faces right; diademed and nimbaic; 
wears a head-gear tied with a ribbon, portion of which over flows the 
back; a sword at the waist; holds a protome in the right hand and a bowl 
in the left hand; dressed in a long robe; legend on left: NANApAO fc., 
NANASHAO, which means Nana, the Kmg; monogram on the right; 
beaded border. 

194. Obv: Profile bust of king, faces right; wears a bejewelled and 
crested round helmet with circular device at side and having at its back 
an angular protrusion from which hang down fillets on the shoulders; 
heavy side burns (galamucha) and moustaches; wears a necklace and a 
tunic; bolds a mace in the right hand and an ankuia in the left band; 
emerging from rock like shapes; Bactrian legend In Greek characters 
from 7.00 : (pAOJNANOpAO (OJ/OhpKI KOpANO or SHAONANO 
SHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Hmishka, the Kwbflpa. 
which means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the KushSpa. 
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Rev: Standing female deity, faces right; diademed and nimbate; 
wears a head-gear tied with a ribbon, portion of which over flows the 
back; a sword at the waist; holds a protome in the right hand and a 
bowl in the left hand; dressed in a long robe; legend on left: NANApAO 
i.e., NANASHAO, which means Nana, the Ruler; monogram on the 
right; beaded border. 







195. Obv: Profile bust of king, faces left; wears a bejewelled and 
crested helmet with circular device at side and having at its back an 
angular protrusion from which hang down ribbons on the shoulders; 
heavy side bums (galamucha) and moustaches; bejewelled fillets on 
shoulders; wears a necklace and tunic, holds a mace in the right hand 
and a spear having fluttering ribbons in the left hand; emerging from 
rock like shapes; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : 
pAONANOpAO O/OHCpKI KOpANO) i.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO i.e., Shahemhah Huvishka, the Kushana, which 
means the King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev: Standing NANA, faces right; diademed; wears a head-gear 
tied with a ribbon, portion of which over flows the back; holds a protome 
in the right hand and a bowl in the left hand; dressed in a long robe; 
legend read from outside ; pAONANA i.e., SHAONANA which means, 
the Ruler, Nana; monogram on the right; beaded border. 


Type XVII. King riding an elephant and OALO; coppery round: 


196 




196. Obv: King seated astride an elephant; both face right; holds ahkusa 
and a spear; the elephant is shown in a natural pose; traces of Greek legend. 

Rev : Male bearded figure running to left, holds in his two hands, 
two ends of some object, which flows over the head; traces of the legend : 
OAAO i.e., OADO or the Wind-god; beaded border. 
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A coin having elephant rider on obverse rarely has Wind-gad 
on reverse. 

Type XVIIL Bust of king and OASfNAO, goldy round: 





197 Bust of king in full regal dress, races left, mmbate, wears 
a bejewelled and crested helmet having at the back an angular protrusion 
from which over Sow ribbons^ heavy side burns, flaming shoulders, 
wears necklace and a tunic, clasped at the front, holds a mace m the 
right hand and a spear m the left hand, emerges from rock like shapes, 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00: pAONANOpAO 
OOHpKI KOpANO or SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKIKOSHANO or 
Shahenshah Hu\nhka, the Kushi^a, which means the King of Kings, 
Huvishka. the KushtSipa 

Rev Standing winged female deity or NIKE, faces tcfl; holds a 
wreath in the extended right hand and a long staff in the left band, hair 
tied with a ribbon, wears classical st>Ie dress, legend on the left, read 
from outside , OANINAO i e, OANINDO which means, GoJefesi of 
Victory, monogram on the right, beaded border. 

198. Obv . Bust of king, in full regal dress, faces left; mmbate; 
wears a bejewelled and crested helmet having at the back an angular 
protrusion from which over Dow ribbons, bejewelled car flaps and 
moustaches, fiammg shoulders, wears necklace and a tunic, clasped la 
front, holds a macc in the right hand and a spear having fluitenng 
ribbons in the left hand, emerges from rock like shapes, Bactnan legend 
in Greek characters from 7 00; pAONANOpAO OOHpKI KOpANO 
or SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenskah Huyishka, 
the Kushu(ta, which means the King of Kings Huvishka, the Kushana 

Rev. Standing winged femate deity or NIKE, faces left, nimbaic, 
holds a wreath in the exteoded nght hand, wears classical style dreis, 
legend on the right; OANINAO or OANINDO f.e, the Goddess of 
Victory, monogram on the left, beaded border. 
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199. Obv : Bust of king, in full regal dress, faces left; nimbate; 
wears a bejewelled and crested helmet having at the back an angular 
protrusion from which over flow ribbons; moustaches; flaming shoulders; 
wears necklace and a tunic, clasped at the front; holds a mace in the 
right hand and a spear in the left band; emerges from rock like shapes; 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO 
OOHpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO 
or Shahenshah Htivishka, the Kushana, which means the King of Kings, 
Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev: Standing winged female deity or NIKE, faces left; holds a 
wreath in the extended right hand and a long staff in the left hand; 
nimbate; wears classical style dress; legend on the left, read from outside : 
OANINAO or OANINDO i.e., the Goddess of Victory; monogram on the 
right; beaded border. 



200. Obv : Bust of king, in full regal dress, faces left; nimbate; 
wears a bejewelled and crested helmet having at the back an angular 
protrusion from which over flow ribbons; moustaches; flaming shoulders; 
wears necklace and a tunic, clasped at the front; holds a mace in the 
right hand and a spear in the left hand; emerges from rock like shapes; 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 ; pAONANOpAO 
OOHpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or 
Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, which means the King of Kings, 
Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : Standing winged female deity or NIKE, faces left; holds a 
wreath in the extended right hand and a long staff in the left band; 
nimbate; wears classical style dress; legend on the left, read from outside ; 
OANINAO or OANINDO I.e., the Corffferj o/Ffc/ory; monogram on the 
right; beaded border. 
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Type XIX. Bust of king and OAXpO; gold^ round: 



201. Obv : Profile bust of king, faces left; nimbate; wears a bejewelled 
helmet, having side devices; helmet tied at the back with ribbons over 
flowing shoulders; bejewelled ear flaps and side-burns (gatamuc^a); holds 
a macc in the right hand and a spear having fluttering ribbons in the 
left band; wears a necklace, an arm-let (bazooband) and a tunic clasped 
with two buttons in the front; emerges from rock like forms; Bactrian 
legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pA0NAN0piCA)0 OObpKI 
KO(pANO) i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or 
Shahenshah JhrtUhka, the Kushana, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, 
the Kushana. 

Rev: Standing bearded male, faces left; nimbate; wears a head gear 
tied at the back with ribbons fluttering behind; diademed; a long stafl* in 
the right hand and a fork-tailed large fish in the left hand; wears upper 
garments reaching almost the ankles; legend on right, read from inside; 
OAXpO i.e., OAXSHO or the God of the River OXVS; monogram on the 
left; beaded border. 

Type XX. Bust of king and OMIO (NANA); goldy round : 



202. Obv: Profile bust of an elderly king, faces left; wears a round 
bejewelled helmet having a fillet at its brim, back proUon of which is 
tied with two ribbons which over flow the shoulders; long nose, bulbous 
face and side-burns (salamucha)’, body emerges from two rock shaped 
forms; holds a macc in the right hand and an atd,uia in the left band; 
wears a necklace and a tunic; blurred Bactrian legend (reconstructed^ m 
Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO OObpKI KOfpANO) t.e., 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Ninishka. 
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the Kvshana, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev: A standing female faces right; nimbate and diademed; hair 
tied with a ribbon, portion of which over flows the back; holds a knob- 
beaded staff with fluttering ribbons in the right hand and a bowl in the 
left hand; wears a long robe and a mantle; legend on the left: OAIIO 
i.e., ODnO; monogram on the right; beaded border. 

The characteristics of the deity conform with NANA. 


Type XXL Bust of king wearing a turban and 4 ,appO; gold, round: 


203 







203. Obv : Profile bust of a bearded king, faces right; nimbate; wears 
a turban with attached streamers and flying animal (?) on left; has full 
grown whiskers, or side-burns (galamucha) and moustaches; holds a mace 
in the right hand and a staff with globe like finials tied with ribbons and 
surmounted by bird(?) facing right, in the left hand; wears a necklace and a 
coat of mail with a cloak; emerges from rock like forms; Bactrian legend 
in Greek characters from 7.00 : (pAONANO)pAO (OObp)KI KOpANO 
i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Himshka, 
the Kushana, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

jRev .• Male standing frontally, head in profile to right; nimbate; 
wears a helmet with small wing ornament over fore-head; holds a spear 
with fluttering ribbons in the right hand, proffers fire in a vessel in left 
hand; wears an upper garment, a knee long skirt and boots; legend on 
the left: ^APPO i.e., PHARRO or the Fire-god; monogram on the right; 
beaded border. 


Type XXI(a). Bust of king and 4, appo facing left; gold, round: 




204. Obv : Profile bust of king, faces left; nimbate; wears a conical 
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shaped, crested and bejewelled helmet; ear flaps, sldc*burns {galarmcka) 
and moustaches; holds a mace in the right hand and a spear in the left 
hand; wears a necklace and a tunic clasped at the front with buttons, 
fillets over the shoulders; emerges from rock like forms; Bactrian 
legend In Greek characters from 7.00 ; (pAONA)NOpAO O/OhpKl 
KO(pANO) ic.,SHAONANOSHAOOOESHKI KOSHANO ot Sltahm- 
shah IluKshka, the Kushdpa, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the 
Kushaiia. 

Tlfir; Standing male, faces left; nimbate; wears a helmet with small 
wing ornament, a coat and a chlamys; holds fire in right hand and a 
long sceptic in the left hand; legend on the right: ^APPO Le,, PHARRO 
or the Fire-god: monogram on the left; beaded border. 

20S. Uii*; Profile bust of king, faces left; nimbate; wears a conical 
shaped, crested and bejewelled helmet; car flaps and sidc'burns (go/j- 
mueba); moustaches; holds a mace in the right hand and a spear in the 
left band; wears a necklace and a tunic clasped at the front with buttons; 
fillets over the shoulders; emerges from rock like forms; Bactnan legend 
in Greek characters from 7.00: (pAONANO)pAO O/ObpKI KOpANO 
/.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahcmiiah Huvishka, 
the Kushdfta, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushipa. 

Rev: Standing male, faces left; nimbate; wears a helmet with small 
wing ornaments, a coat and a chlamys; holds fire in right hand and a long 
sceptre in the left hand; legend on the right: ^APPO i.c., PHARRO or 
the Fire-god; monogram on the left; beaded border. 



206, Ohv: Profile "bust of king, faces left; nimbate and fiademtir, 
wears a round, crested and bejewelled helmet; moustaches and Side* 
bums (gaJamucha); holds a mace in the right hand and an ankusa in the 
left hand; wears a necklace and tunic; Bactrian legend in Greek characters 
from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO OOhpKf KOpA(NO) i.c., SHAONANO 
SHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahcnshaii Huvishka, the Kuskdna. 

I which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kush5pa. 

Rev •* A male standing in tnbhahga pose; hair tied in a tuft at the 
forehead, faces left; holds fire in the right raised band and left band 
resting at the waist; legend on the right; ^APPO r.c., PHARRO or the 

Fire-god; monogram on the left; beaded border. 
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207. Obv: Profile bust of king, faces left; nimbate and diademed; 
wears a round, crested and bejewelled helmet; ear flaps and side-burns 
(galamucha); holds a mace in the right hand and an ankusa in the left 
hand; wears a necklace and a tunic; fillets over the shoulders; Bactrian 
legend in Greek characters from 7.00: pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI 
KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahemhali 
Huvishka, the Kushana, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the 
Kushapa. 

Rev: Male standing frontally, faces left; nimbate; wears a helmet 
with small wing ornament over fore-head, tunic, mantle and low boots; 
holds a torque in the extended right hand and a spear in the left raised 
hand; legend on the right : ^APPO i.e,, PHARRO or the Fire-god; 
monogram on the left; beaded border. 



208. Obv: Profile bust of king, faces left; nimbate; wears a round, 
crested and bejewelled helmet; side burns {galamucha) and moustaches; 
holds a mace in the right hand and an ankusa in the left hand; wears a 
necklace and a tunic; fillets over the shoulders; Bactrian legend in Greek 
characters from 7.00: pAONANOpAO OOhpKI KOpANO i.e., 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the 
Kushana, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A male standing in center of a wheel like shape, faces left; 
nimbate and diademed; wings in the head-dress; wears a coat and 
chlamys; makes two fingered gesture with the right hand and holds a long 
stafiTin the left hand; legend on the right; ^APPO i.e., PHARRO or the 
Fire-god; monogram on the left; beaded border. 
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209 Obv Profile bust of king, faces left, mmbate and diademed, 
wears a crested and bejewelled helmet, ear Caps and side burns 
isalaniucba), holds a mace m the right band and a spear having Quuenag 
ribbons m the left hand, wears a necklace and a tunic open at the front, 
fillets over the shoulders, Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7 00 
pAONANOpAO OOhpKI KOSHANO or Sfiahenshah Hwnshka, the 
Kushana, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the KushSpa 

Rev Standing male faces left, nimbatc and diademed, \Mngs in the 
head dress, wears coat and chlamys holds fire in right hand and a long 
sceptre in the left hand, legend on the right ^APPO i e , PHARRO or 
Xht fir e-sod, monogram on the left, beaded border 

210 Obv Profile bust of king, faces left, diademed and mmbate, 

shears a conical shaped, crested and bejewelled helmet, ear flaps holds a 
mace in the right band and a standard in the left hand, wears s necklace 
and a tunic, flames rise from shoulders, emerges from rock like forms, 
Bactnan legend in Greek characters from 7 00 (pAONANOpAO 
00)hpKIKOpANO fc , SHAONANOSHAO OOESHU {KOSHANO or 
Skithensbah Hu\islika, the which means King of Kings Huvishka, 

the Kushaqa 

Rev Standing male deity, faces left, winged head dress, holds fire in 
right band and left hand grasps a sword at the waist, wears a coat, and 
high boots, chlamjs, legend on the nght 5 JAPPO / e , PHARRO or the 
Fire god monogram on the left, beaded border 




211 Obv. Profile bust of king, faces left, nimbatc, wears a comcal 
shaped, crested and bejewelled helmet, ear flaps, holds a mace m the ngM 
hand, Bactnan legend in Greek characters from 7 00 pAONANOp^U 
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OObpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or 
Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, 
the Kushana. 

Rev ; Standing male deity, faces left; winged head-dress; wears a coat, 
chlamys and high boots; holds fire in the right extended hand and a 
sceptre in the left hand; a sword at the waist; legend on the right: ^APPO 
i.e., PHARRO or the Fire-god; monogram on the left; beaded border. 

212. Obv: Profile bust of king, faces left; diademed and nimbate; 
wears a round shaped, crested and bejewelled helmet; ear flaps and 
moustaches; holds in the right hand a mace and a spear having fluttering 
ribbons in the left hand; wears a necklace, an arm-let {bazooband) and a 
tunic clasped with buttons; Bactrian legend (re-constructed) in Greek 
characters from 7.00; (pAONANO)pAO OOhpKI KOpANO i.e., 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the 
Kushatja, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : Standing male deity, faces left; nimbate; wings in head-dress; 
wears a cloak, coat, chlamys and high-boots; holds fire in right hand and 
left hand grasps a sword at the waist; legend on the right; ^iAPPO i.e., 
PHARRO or the Fire-god; monogram on the left; beaded border. 




213 



i * ZZf 


213. Obv : Profile bust of king, faces left; diademed and nimbate; 
wears a crested, bejewelled and tall-pointed helmet; ear flaps; bearded 
and moustached; holds in the right hand a mace and a spear having 
fluttering ribbons in the left hand; wears a necklace, an arm-let (bazoo- 
band) and a tunic clasped at the front with buttons; flaming shoulders; 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOp/(A) 
O OOhpKI KO(pANO) i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO 
or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, which means King of Kings, 
Huvishka, the Kushaija. 

Rev: Standing male deity, faces left; winged head-dress; flaming 
shoulders; wears a long coat and a mantle; holds fire in a bowl in the 
right band and left hand grasps a sword at the waist; legend on the right: 
^SAPPO i.e., PHARRO or the Fire-god; monogram on left; beaded border. 

214. Obv: Profile bust of king, faces left; diademed and nimbate; 
wears a crested, bejewelled and tall pointed helmet; ear flaps and side- 
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burns (galamuclja), holds a macc in the ngbt hand and a spear in the 
left hand, wears a necklace and a tunic, BacUian legend in Greek 
characters from 7 00 (pAO)NANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO ie, 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshoh Humhka the 
Kushana which means King of Kings, Huvtshka, the Kusbapa 

Rev Standing male deity faces left, diademed and ntmbate, winged 
bead dress, holds a purse in the right hand and a knob beaded spear 
having fluttering ribbons in the left hand, wears a designed under garment 
and a mantle, tree like decoration before the face and the back, legend 
on the right ^lAPPO I e , PHARRO or the F^re god monogiam on the 
left, beaded border 



215 Obv Profile bust of a bearded king faces left, diademed, weers 
a crested and bejewelled helmet, side bums (galamucha), a wart and 
moustaches, bolds a mace in the right band and an otikida m the left 
band, wears a necklace and a tunic, fillets over shoulders, Bactnan legend 
ID Greek characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO 
t e , SHAONANOSWAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenihah dJuvtshka 
{he KushSpa. which means King of Kings, Huvisbka, the KushSpa 

Rev Standing male, faces right, diademed and a lunar crescent at the 
top, wears a helmet under garments and a mantle, holds indistinct 
object in right band and a long sceptre in the left band, legend on the 
left ^APFO jc, PHARRO or the fire god monogram on the right, 
beaded border 

216 Obv Profile bust of king, faces left, wears a round shaped 
helmet, side bums (gahmucha) and moustaches, holds a mace in the right 
hand and an ankuia m the left band, wears a necklace and a tunic, fillets 
over shoulders, emerges from rock like forms, Bactnan legend m Greek 
characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO le, 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO ot Shahenshoh Hmtshka, the 
JCushana, which means King of Kings, Hnvishka, the Kushana 

Rev Standing male, faces right, mmbate, small wing ornament over 

fore head, wears tunic mantle and low boots, holds a bowl m right hand 
agamsi chest and a long sceptre in the left hand, legend on the left 
^APPO i e , PHARRO or the Fire~god, monogram on the left, beaded 
border 



COINAGE OF HUVISHKA 


177 






217. C?6i’: Profile bust of king, faces left; nimbate; wears a crested 
and bejewelled helmet; side-burns (galamucha), a wart and moustaches; 
holds a mace in the right hand and a spear having fluttering ribbons in 
the left hand; wears a necklace, and armlet (bazooband) and a tunic 
clasped at the front with buttons; fillets over shoulders; emerges from rock 
like forms; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpA/ 
O OOhpKI KOpANO j.c.. SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO 
or Shahenshah Httvishka, the Kusharia, which means King of Kings 
Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Hev : Standing male, faces right; diademed and nimbate; wings in 
head-dress; holds in right hand fire in a vessel and a long knob-headed 
sceptre with fluttering ribbons in the left hand; legend on left: ^APPO 
f.e„ PHARRO or the Fire-god; monogram on the right; beaded border. 





218. Obv : Profile bust of king, faces left; wears a helmet; side-bums 
(galamucha) and moustaches; holds a mace in the right hand and an 
ahkiisa in the left hand; wears a necklace and a tunic; fillets over shoulders; 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI 
KOpANO/.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO ox Shahenshah 
Huvishka, the Kushana, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the 
Kushana. 


Rev: Standing male, faces right; diademed and nimbate; wears a 
helmet with small wing ornaments, a coat and a chlamys; holds a bowl(?) 
in right hand resting at stomach and a long sceptre in the left raised hand; 
legend on the left: ^iAPPO i.e., PHARRO or the Fire-god; monogram on 
the left; beaded border. 

219. Obv : Profile bust of king, faces left; wears a bejewelled helmet; 
side-burns (galamucha) and moustaches; bolds a mace in the right hand 
and a spear with fluttering ribbons in the left hand; wears a buttoned tunic; 
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emerges from a rock like form, Baclnan legend in Greek from 7 00: 
pAONANOpAO OOhpKI KOp(ANO) i e , SHAONAOSHAO OOESHKI 
KOSHANO or Sliafienshaft Hinishka, the Kushana, which means King of 
Kings, Huvishka, the Kushapa 

TJa'.’Standing male deity, faces right, diademed and nimbate, head 
winged, clad in a coat, holds a sceptre m the raised right hand and an 
elephant goad or ankuia in the left hand, legend on the right * ^AFFO i e, 
PHARRO or the Fire-god, monogram on the left, beaded border 

Type XXI (b). King riding an elephant and ,^appo; copper^ round : 



220 Obv: A male riding an elephant, faces right, elephant also 
faces right; right hand at the waist, left hand not visible, left foreleg of 
the elephant is raised to indicate as if walking, blurred and truncated 
legend (reconstructed) from 7.00 , (pAONA)NOpAO O/OhpKI KO 
(pANO) i e , SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shafmshah 
Hu\Uhka, the Kushana, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the 
Kushana 

Pe\ ' A blurred figure of a standing male, faces left, right hand 
extended and shown as if holding something, left raised band holds a 
spear(?), wears a long coat, heavy trousers and boots, no trace of the 
legend, beaded border 

This coin was excavated at Taxila. 


Type XXI (c). Bust of king and ^apo; gold, round: 



221. Obv, Prohlc bust of king, faces left, nimbate, wears a tall- 
pointed, and bejewelled helmet, car flaps, sideburns (galanmha) and 
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moustaches; holds a mace in the right hand and a spear in the left hand; 
wears a necklace and a buttoned tunic; fillets over the shoulders; emerges 
from rock like forms; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : 
(pAONANOpAO 0/0)hpKI KOpAN(O) Le., SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, which 
means King of Kings, Huvishka. the Kushana. 

Rev: Standing male, faces left; diademed and nimbate; wears a 
helmet, a coat, a lower garment and a mantle; holds fire in right hand 
and a Jong sceptre in the left hand; legend on the right: ^iAPO f.e., 
PHARO or the Fire-god; monogram on the left; beaded border. 

222. Obv: Profile bust of king, faces left; nimbate; wears a round 
shaped, crested and bejewelled helmet; ear flaps, side-burns (galamucha) 
and moustaches; holds a mace in the right hand and a spear in the left 
hand; wears a necklace and a tunic clasped at the front with buttons; 
fillets over the shoulders; emerges from rock like forms; Bactrian legend in 
Greek characters from 7.00 ; pAONANOpAO/OOhpKO KOp(ANO) i.e., 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKO KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, 
the Kushana, which means King of Kings. Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : Standing male, faces left; diademed and wears a coat and a 
chlamys; holds fire in the right extended hand and a sword in the left 
band resting at the waist; legend on the right: ^APO i.e., PHARO or 
the Fire-god; monogram on the left; beaded border. 



224 


223. Obv: Profile bust of king, faces left; nimbate; wears a tall 
pointed, crested and bejewelled helmet; ear flaps, side bums (galamttcha) 
and moustaches; holds a mace in the right hand and a spear in the left 
hand; wears a necklace and a buttoned tunic; fillets over the shoulders; 
emerges from rock like forms; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 
7.00 : (pAONAN)OpAO 0/OhphpKo (KOpANO) i.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKO KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, which 
means King of Kings, Huvishka. the Kushana; the legend apparently is 
mis-spelt. 

Rev: Standing male, faces left; wears a helmet with small wing 
ornaments, a coat and a chlamys; bolds a purse in right hand and a long 
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sceptre with fluttering ribbons in the left hand; legend on the right; 
llAPO i.e , PHARO or the Fire-sod, monogram on the left; beaded 
border. 

224 Ofrv ; Profile bust of king, faces left, diademed and njmbate, 
wears a conical shaped, crested and bejewelled helmet; car flaps, side- 
burns (galamucha) and moustaches; holds a mace in the right hand and a 
spear in the left hand, wears a necklace and a tunic; fillets over the 
shoulders, emerges from rock hke forms, (reconstructed) Bactnan legend 
in Greek characters from 7 00 : pAONANOpAO O/OHpKI KOpANO t e., 
SHAONANO SHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Sbahetuhah Hitvisiika, the 
Fushana, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushd^n. 

Fey: Standing male, faces left; diademed and nimbatc; wears a 
helmet with small wing ornament, a coat and a cblamys; holds a purse in 
right hand and a long sceptre in the left raised hand; legend on the right: 
^APO i e., PH ARO or the Tire-god, monogram on the left; beaded border. 



225 Obv : Profile bust of king, faces left; nimbatc, wears a crested 
and bejewelled helmet, car flaps, sidc-burns (galamuclta) and moustaches; 
holds a mace in the right band and a spear in the left hand; wears a 
necklace and a buttoned tunic; fillets over the shoulders; emerges from 
rock like forms, Bactnan legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAO* 
NANOpAO OOybpKI KOpANO i e„ SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI 
KOSHANO or Shahenshah JImishka, the Kujhdna, which means King of 
Kings, Huvishka, the Kushaoa. 

Fev: Standing male, faces left; nimbatc; wears a helmet, under 
garments and a mantle, holds fire in extended right band and a long 
sceptre in the left hand, legend on the right: ^APO i e., PHARO or the 
Ftre’-gad, monogram on the left; beaded border, 

226. Obv : Profile bust of king, faces left; nimbatc; wears a round 
helmet having a circular device on the sides, has long whiskers, a waft 
and moustaches; holds a mace in the right hand and an ankuia m the 
left hand; wears a necklace and a tunic, fillets over the shoulders, 
emerges from rock like forms; Bactnan legend in Greek characters 
from 7.00: (pAO)NANOpAO O/OhpKI KOp(ANO) fc., SHAONANO 
SHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahemhah Hmshka, the Fushaija, 
which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the KusbSna 
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Rev : Standing male, faces left; nimbatc; wears under garments and 
a mantle; holds a knob-headed staff in the right hand and at the waist a 
long sceptre in the left hand; legend on the right: ^APO i.e.. PHAUO or 
the Fire-god; monogram on the left; beaded border. 

Type XXIL Bust of king and pjoN or pjpNO; gold, round : 



227. Obv: Profile bust of king, faces left; nimbate; wears a tall, 
pointed, crested and bejewelled helmet; ear flaps, side-burns (galamucha) 
and moustaches; holds a mace in the right hand and a spear in the left 
hand; wears a necklace and a buttoned tunic; fillets over the shoulders; 
emerges from rock like forms; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 
7.00: pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI (fCOpANO) i.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Himshka, the Kushana, which means 
King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

; Standing female, faces right; wears helmet, body armour and 
long chiton; holds a spear in the right hand and a shield in the left hand; 
legend on the left PION i.e., RION or the personified Goddess of Rome; 
monogram on the right; beaded border. 



228. Obv : Profile bust of an aged king, faces left; long bulbous nose; 
nimbate; wears a crested and bejewelled helmet; ear flaps, side-burns 
{galamucha) and moustaches; holds a mace in the right hand and an 
ahktisa in the left hand; wears a necklace, an armlet {bazooband) and a 
buttoned tunic; fillets over shoulders; emerges from rock like forms; 
(reconstructed) Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 ; pAON¬ 
ANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO i.e.. SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI 
KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, which means King of 
Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 
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i^ev; Standing female, faces right; wears a crested helmet, body 
armour and long chiton; holds a spear in the right band and a shield 
in the left hand; legend on the left: PION or RION / e., the personified 
Goddess of Rome; monogram on the right; beaded border. 

229. Obv : Profile bust of king, faces left; nimbate; wears a tall 
pointed, crested and bejewelled helmet; car flaps and side-bums (gala- 
ntucha); holds a mace in the right hand and a spear having Outtering 
ribbons in the left band; wears a necklace and a buttoned tunic; fillets 
over shoulders; emerges from rock hWe forms; Bactrian legend in Greek 
characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO 0/0(hpKI KOpANO) le, 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Sltaftenshah Hintshka. 
the Kushdna, which means King of Kings, Huvisbka, the KushS^a. 

Rev: Standing female, faces right; wears crested helmet, body armour 
and long chiton; bolds a spear in the right raised hand and a shield like 
object in the left hand; legend on the left : PJpNO I.e,, RISHNO or the 
personified Goddess of Rome; monogram on the riglit, beaded border. 

RISHNO type coin has symbolic relationship with SHAOREORO. 

Type XXIIL Bust of king and pAOPhOPO; gold, round : 




230 Obv: Profile bust of king, faces left; nimbate; wears a crested 
and hejcwciicd helmet, ear flaps, side burns (golomuchd) and a buttoned 
tunic; fillets over shoulders; emerges from rock like forms; Bactnan 
legend m Glee’s, tVtiTamers from T.Wi 1 

KOpANO 1 C., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO ox Shahanshah 
Huiishka, the Kwi/idpo, which means Kmg of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rck : Standing male, faces right, nimbate; wears a crested helmet, 
Roman military dress of mailed skirt and cuirass; bolds a spear in the 
raised right hand and in the left hand a sword with animal-head 'shaped 
hilt; legend on the right: pAOPbOPO/.e,. SHAOREORO or the Gerwr 
of Metals; monogram on the left; beaded border. 

231, Obv.* Profile bust of king, faces left; nimbate; wears a tall, 
pointed, crested and bejewelled bclmet; ear flaps, sidc-burns (gahmudia) 
a wart and moustaches; holds a mace in the right band and a spear m the 
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left band; wears a necklace and a buttoned-tunic; fillets over shoulders; 
emerges from rock like forms; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 
7.00 : (pA)ONANOpAO O/OhpKI (KOpANO) i.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSETANO or Shahenshah Htevisbka, the Kushana. 

Rev: Standing male, faces left; nimbate; wears a crested helmet, 
Roman military dress of mailed skirt, and cuirass; holds a spear in the 
right raised hand and a shield, resting on the ground at his feet, with the 
left hand; legend on the right; pAOPhOPO i.e., SHAOREORO or the 
Genus of Metals; monogram on the left; beaded border. 



232. Obv. Profile bust of king, faces left, nimbate; wears a tall 
pointed, crested and bejewelled helmet; ear flaps and moustaches; holds a 
mace in the right hand and a spear having fluttering ribbons in the left 
hand; wears a necklace, an armlet {bazooband) and buttoned tunic; fillets 
over shoulders; emerges from rock like forms; Bactrian legend in Greek 
characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO OOhpKI KOPANO i.e., 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, 
the Kushana, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev: Standing male, faces left; nimbate; wears a crested helmet, 
Roman military dress of mailed skirt, and cuirass; holds a spear in the 
right raised hand and a shield resting on the ground at his feet with the 
left hand; legend on the right; pAOPhOPO i.e., SHAOREORO or the 
Genus of Metals; monogram on the left; beaded border. 

233. Obv: Profile bust of king, faces left; nimbate; wears a tall, 
pointed, crested and bejewelled helmet; ear flaps, side-burns (galamuclia), 
a wart and moustaches; holds a mace in the right hand a spear in the 
left hand; wears a necklace and a buttoned-tunic; fillets over shoulders; 
emerges from rock like forms; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 
7.00: pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, which means 
King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushapa. 

Rev: Standing male, faces left; nimbate; wears a crested helmet; 
Roman military dress of mailed skirt, and cuirass; holds a spear in the right 
raised hand and a shield resting on the ground at his feet with the left 
hand; legend on the left: pAOPhOPO i.e., SHAOREORO or the Genus of 
Metals; monogram on the left; beaded border. 
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234 Obv : Profile bust of I-ing, faces left, nimbatc; wears a tall 
pointed crested and bejewelled helmet; car flaps, side-burns (galnmucAo), 
a wart and moustaches; bolds a mace in the right hand and a spear in the 
left hand, wears a necUacc and a buttoned-tunic; fillets over shoulders, 
emerges from rock like forms, Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 
7.00; (pAONA)NOpAO O/OhpKI KO(pANO) ie, SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKl KOSHANO or Shalwuhah Hmahka, the AwAdfio. which means 
King of Kings, Huvishka, theKusbSpa 

Re\ : Standing male, faces left; nimbatc, wears a crested helmet, 
Roman military dress of mailed skirt, and cuirass; holds a speana the 
right raised hand and brandishes a shield m the left hand, legend on the 
right • pAOPhOPO / e , SHAOREORO or the Genus of Afetals, monogram 
on the left, beaded border. 


Type XXIV. Bust of king and woPhlozLo: gold, round: 



235 Obv : Profile bust portrait of an elderly king, blurred, facing left; 
mmbate, wears a close fitting head-dress and a buttoned tunic, car-flaps, 
holds a mace m tbe right hand and a spear m the left hand, circular 
legend blurred and truncated. 

Rev: A standing male deity, faces left; mmbatt, pointed beard; 
wearing a sleeved ankle long coat and and an upper chddar; holds ft 
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wreath in the right extended hand and a knob-headed sceptre in the left 
raised hand; legend from 10.00: WOP and from 1.00 : OMOZAO i.e,, 
WOROMOZDO or Ahura Mazda; monogram on the left. (See page 127 
above) 

236. Obv : Profile bust portrait of king facing left; nimbate, wears a 
mukuta, necklace and a buttoned tunic; ear flaps and side-burns; holds a 
mace in the right hand and a spear in the left hand; circular truncated 
legend, reconstructed as: pAONANOpAO O/OhpKl KOpANO i.e., 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the 
Kusha^a, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : A standing male deity, faces left; nimbate; pointed beard; 
wearing a sleeved ankle long coat and an upper chadar; holds a wreath in 
the right extended hand and a knob-headed sceptre in the left raised hand; 
legend from 10.00: WOP and from 1.00: OMOZAO i.e., WORO¬ 
MOZDO or Ahura Mazda; monogram on the left. (See page 127 above) 

237. Obv : Profile bust portrait of king facing left; nimbate; wears a 
round jewelled helmet, a necklace and a buttoned tunic; ear flaps; a mace 
in the right hand and a spear with fluttering ribbons in the left band; 
fillets over shoulders; circular legend completely blurred. 

Rev : Heavily bearded standing male figure, faces left; nimbate; bolds 
a wreath in the right extended hand and a sceptre in the left raised band; 
wears a sleeved ankle long coat and a chadar under it; legend from 10.00 : 
WOP and from 1.00 : OMOZAO /.c., WOROMOZDO or Ahura Mazda; 
monogram on the left. 

Type XXV, Bust portrait of king and MAA<hNO ; gold, round: 



238. Obv: profile bust of king emerging from rock like forms, faces 
left; wears a round bejewelled and crested helmet; from the angular 
protrusion at the back of the helmet over flowing fillets; heavy side-burns 
(galamucha); wears a necklace and a tunic; holds a mace in the right 
hand and an ahkttsa in the left hand; Bactrian legend in Greek characters 
from 7.00 ; pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO i.e.. SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, which 
means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 
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Rev Standing male deity, en face nirabalc and diademed, clad in 
coat, clasped with two buttons at the front, atunic orMmg/ia/j, anda 
mantle, holds in right hand a standard surmounted by a bird finial and 
Buttering ribbons, left hand resting at the waist holds a sword, legend on 
the right MAA<hNO or MAASENO ie, Maltdsenaox the iiargod 
monogram on the left, beaded border 


Type XXVU Bust portrait of king and ohpo, gold, round, 



239 Obv Profile bust of king, emerging from rock like forms, faces 
left, wears a round bejenellcd and crested helmet, from the angular 
protrusion at the back of the helmet over Bowing ribbons, long whiskers, 
a wart and moustaches, wears a necklace and a tunic; holds ajmacein the 
right hand and an ankuia m the left hand, Bactrian legend in Greek 
characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO t e , SHAO- 
NANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Hmshka, the 
Kmhuiia, which means King of Kings, Huvisbka, the Kushana 


Rev Standing four armed male, faces left, nimbate and lunar crescent 
above the head, wears a knee long dhotJ, an upper garment and beaded 
sacred thread, holds (1) a damaroo in the raised right band (2) a kamati4<^hi 
and an onkufa in the lower right hand, (3) in the raised left hand a 
trident or thunder bolt and (4) a stag or an antelope m the lower left 
hand, legend on the right ObpO i e , OESHO or the Cod Sna monogram 
on the left, beaded border 

240 Obv * Profile bust of king, emerging from rock like fonm, faces 
left, wears a round bejewelled and crested helmet, behind over flowing 
nbbons, heavy side burns {galamucha), wears a tunic, holds a mace m the 
right hand and an ankuia in the left hand, Bactrian legend in Greek 
characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO le. 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Skahens/ia/t ffaushka the 
Kushd^a, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushapa 

Rev Standing four armed male, faces,left, nimbate and lunar crescent 
above the head, wears a knee long dhoti, an upper garment and beaded 
sacred thread, holds (1) a damaroo in the raised right hand (2) a kanu2!?4<t^^ 
and an ankuSa in the lower right hand, (3) in the raised left hand a Indent 
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or thunder bolt and (4) a stag or an antelope in the lower left hand; 
legend on the right: OhpO i.e., OESHO or the God-Siva; monogram on 
the left; beaded border. 




241. Obv : Profile bust of king, emerging from rock like forms, faces 
left; wears a round bejewelled and crested helmet; behind over flowing 
ribbons; heavy side-burns (galamucha); wears a tunic; holds a mace in the 
right hand and an ankusa in the left hand; Bactrian legend in Greek 
characters from 7.00: pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO i.e., 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the 
Kusharia, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushapa. 

Jiev: Three headed male stands en face; nimbate; wears a dhoti 
tightly covering the legs; holds in the upper right hand (1) a wheel or 
chakra with six spokes, (2) in the lower right hand an antelope (3) in the 
raised left hand a trident and (4) in the lower left hand a damaroo; legend 
on the left: ObpO i.e., OESHO or the God-Siva; monogram on the right; 
beaded border. 



242. Obv : Profile bust of king, emerging from rock like forms, faces left; 
Wears a round bejewelled and crested helmet; behind over flowing fillets; 
ear flaps and heavy side-burns (jgalamucha); wears a necklace and a tunic; 
holds a mace in the right hand and an ahkusa in the left hand; Bactrian 
legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : (pAONANOpAO /OOphp 
KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah 
Huvishka, the Kushafja, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the 
Kushapa. 
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Rev TIitcc beaded male stands enface wears a dhott tightly covering 
the legs, bolds m the upper right hand (1) a wheel or chakra with su 
spokes, (2) m the lower right hand a vase (3) in the raised left hand a 
trident and (4) in the lower left hand a damaroo or club(?), legend on the 
left ObpO I e OESHO or the God Si\a monogram on the left, beaded 
border 


243 



244 





243 Obv Profile bust of king emerges from rock like forms faces 
left, wears a tall, pointed and bejewelled helmet, behind over Sowing 
fillets, car Saps, heavy side burns (jgatamucha) and a wart, wears a necklace 
and a buttoned tunic, holds a mace m the right hand an ankuia in the left 
hand, reconstructed Bactnan legend in Greek characters fron 7 00 
pAONANOpAO O/OhpKrKOpANO / c , SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI 
KOSHANO or S/w/icw/ifl/i//unrAA.a, r/ie A«j/»4pa, which means king of 
Kings, Huvishka the Kushana 

Rev A three headed malc{?) standing, en face, tribhahga pose, lunar 
crescent at the head, wears only a dhoti as a lower garment, holds (1) in 
the raised right hand a chakra with six spokes (2) m the lower right hand 
a vase (3) m the raised left hand a trident and (4) in the lower left hand 
a club (7), legend on the right OhpO ie, OESHO or the Goif 
monogram on the left beaded border 

244 Obv Profile bust of king, emerging from rock like forms, faces 
left, wears a round and bejewelled helmet, behind over Sowing fillets, 

sideburns (galatrucha) wears a tunic, holds a macc in the right hand and 

an ankusa in the left hand, reconstructed Bactnan legend in Greek 
characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO O/ObpKI KOpANO / e , SHAO 
NANOSHAO OOESHkI KOSHANO or Sliakenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, 
which means Kmg of kings, Huvishka, the kushopa 

Rev A standing male, vveanng a dhoti faces left, crude represema 
tion of OESHO type, holds a wreath in the extended right hand and a 
spear in the left hand, meaningless legend on the right, monogram on the 
left, beaded border 
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245. Obv : Half length figure of king facing left, emerging from clouds; 
wearing a round and crested helmet; flames emerging from shoulders; 
holding a club in the right hand before the face and an indistinct object 
in the left hand; Greek legend : pAONANOpAO OOhpKI KopANO /.e,. 
SHANONAOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahetrshah Huvishka, the 
Kus/iana, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Eev : Four armed standing male, faces left; nimbate; hair tied in a bun 
at the top; wears an upper garment; holds in upper right hand a small 
drum, in lower right hand a vase with mouth downwards, in upper left 
hand a trident and in lower left hand an antelope; Greek legend to right: 
OhpO i.e„ OESHO or the God-Siva: to left monogram; beaded border. 

This Coin is from Orissa. 


Type XXVI (a). Bust of king and ohpO-NANA; silver, round: 



246. Obv : Draped half length figure of king to left, rising from 
clouds, faces left; wears a round, high crested helmet to which a diademed 
fillet is tied; holds a mace or a club in the right hand; reconstructed 
corrupt Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO 
OOhpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or 
the Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, which means King of Kings, 
Huvishka, the Kushapa. 

Rev: Within circular and part of dotted border, two deties stand 
facing each other; goddess NANA on the left wears chiton and left hand 
extended holds cornucopia or a sceptre; OhpO i-e., OESHO or the God- 
Siva on the right with four hands; two hands extended and one perhaps 
holding a club; between the figures, a monogram; 
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247 Obv Three quarter length figure of king, facing left. Wears a 
crested helmet, holding a mace or a club m the right hand and an 
indistinct object (ankuia) m left hand, reconstructed Greek legend from 
7 00 pAONANOpAO OyObpKI KOpANO i e , SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHkI KOSHANO or the Shahenstiah Hinishka, the Kushdna which 
meant King of Kings Huvishka, the Kushaoa 

iJev Two deities facing one another stand on a pedestal having 
between them a monogram, attributes of the deities arc not clear, legend 
on light NANCA) and on left OhpO i e , OESHO or the God ^iva This 
Com IS in the Berlin Museum 



248 Obv Three quarter length figure of king facing left, wears a 
crested helmet holds a mace in the right hand left band not visible, 
legend from 7 00 pAONANOfpAO) (0)/OhpKI KOpANtO) fe, 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahettshah HvtUkka the 
Kus/jd^tc, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushaua 

Rev Two indistinct and blurred deities, stand(7) facing each other, 
attributes of the deities are not clear, but are identifiable by the legend 
besides them, legend on the, right read from inside OhpO i e, OESHO 
or the God ^i>a, legend on the left, read from outside NANA, a tree 
hkc object can be identified 


Type XXVI (b) Bust of king and obpo NANA gold, round 



249 Obv Male blurred bust emerges from cushions faces left, 
wears a round helmet and a tunic, diademed, holds a mace in the right 
hand and an indistinct object in the left hand Bactrian legend m Greek 
characters from 7 00 (p)AONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpA(NO) it* 
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SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Hmshka, 
the Kushana, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 


Rev : Two deities facing each other stand, on a pedestal; details not 
clear; a female deity on the left NANA holds a cornucopia in the left 
hand, right hand resting at the waist; four armed deity on the right: 
ObpO i.e., OESHO’or the God-^iva has indistinct objects in the 
two raised hands; the lower right hand has a vase or kamandah; the 
lower left hand not visible; wears a dhoti; monogram behind the two 
deities; beaded border. 


Type XXVI ( c). Bust of king and OhpO-OMMO; gold, round: 




250. Obv : Profile btist of king, faces left; diademed; wears a crested 
and bejewelled helmet; having angular protrusion at the back which has 
fluttering ribbons over flowing the shoulders; side-bums [galamucha) or 
long whiskers; a wart and moustaches; wears a necklace and a tunic; 
holds a mace in the right hand and an indistinct object in the left hand; 
emerges from cushions : Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : 
pAONANOpAO OOhpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI 
KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushdna, which means King of 
Kings. Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev: Two standing deities face each other; a monogram between 
them; on the left stands OMMO i.e., the Goddess Uma; faces right; 
Wears a helmet; diademed; bolds a cornucopia in the right hand; OhpO 
i.e., OESHO or the four armed God-Siva stands on the right and faces 
left, nimbate; holds in the raised right hand a damaroo, in the lower 
right hand a vase in the raised left hand a trident and in the lower left 
hand an antelope; beaded border. 
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Type XXVJL Bust portrait of king and <KANUo-KOMAPO-BlZAro: gold, 
round: 




% 



251: Obv: Profile bust of king, facing left and wearing round helmet 
with circular device at side; crest ornament and pronged symbol at 
forehead; heavy side-burns (gatamticha) or long whiskers and prominent 
wart; wears a necklace and a yoke and loose tunic; carries tn right band 
a short mace and in left hand an ankuSa; bust emerges from cushions, 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO 
O/OhpKI KOpANO Le., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHAKO 
or Shahensbah Hmishka, the I^hSna, which means King of Kings, 
Huvishka, the Kusbapa. 

Bey : Two male deities stand frontally on a platform decorated with 
nnccu pattern and look at each other; on the right stands BIZA TO i.e, 
BIZAGO or the God‘Vii3kha; holds a trident in the raised left band; 
right band rests oa the hip; a sword at his left hip; wears a dhott; having 
a large jewel at the chest; <KANAO KOMAPO /.c., SKANDO 
KOMARO or the Cod-Skaitda'Kumbra which means Kar(tike}a, faces 
right and looks at VUakha, wears a dhotJ as a lower garment; bolds a 
knob-finia! staff in the right hand; left hand at the waist from which 
hangs down a sword; monogram between the two deities; beaded border. 

252. Obv : Profile bust of king facing left and wearing rounded helmet 
with circular device at side; crest ornament and pronged symbol at fore¬ 
head; heavy side-burns (galamuclm) or long whiskers and prominent wart; 
wears a necklace and a yoke and loose tunic; carries in right hand a 
short mace and in left hand an ankuia; bust emerges from cushions; 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters from7.00: pAONANOpAO O/ObpKI 
KOpANO U., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shhof 
sha/f Nuvishka. the ^Lushapa, Vfbich means King of Kings, Huvishka, the 
Kusbana, 

Kev .* Two male deities stand frontally on a platform decorated with 
rinccu pattern and look at each other; on (he right stands BIZA TO 
BIZAGO or the God~ViiSklia; bolds a trident in raised left hand; right hand 
rests on the hip; a sword at his left hip; wears a d/iofi; having a large 
jewel at the chest; <KANAO KOMAPO i.e., SKANDO KOMARO or 
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the God-Skanda-Kumara which means Kdrttikeya, faces right and looks 
at Vimkha-, wears a dhoti as a lower garment; holds a knob-finial staff 
in the right hand; left hand at the waist from which hangs down a sword; 
monogram between the two deities; beaded border. 



253. Obv: Profile bust portrait of king, faces left; wears a round 
and bejewelled helmet with circular device at side, crest ornament and 
pronged symbol at forehead; heavy side-burns (galamitchd) or long 
whiskers and a prominent wart; wears a jewelled yoke and loose tunic; 
holds in right hand a mace and in left hand an ahkusa; bust emerges 
from cushions; flaming shoulders; Bactrian legend in Greek characters 
from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANO 
SHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huviskka, the Kushana, 
which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 


Rev : Two male deities stand frontally on a platform decorated with 
rinceau pattern and look at each other; on the right stands BIZAfO/.e., 
BIZAGO or the God-Visakha; holds a trident in the raised left hand; 
right hand on the hip; a sword at his left hip; wears a dhoti and a 
necklace; prominent navel; legend below the platform : <KAN, on the 
left: AO KOM, at top : AP(0) i.e., SKANDO KOMARO or the God 
Skanda Kiimara, meaning Kdrttikeya; stands facing right and looking at 
Visdkha; wears a dhoti as a lower garment; holds a knob-finial staff in the 
right hand; left hand at the waist from which bangs down a sword; 
monogram between the two deities; beaded border. 

254. Obv ; Profile bust of king, faces left; wears a round helmet with 
circular device at side; crest ornament and pronged symbol at forehead; 
heavy side-bums (galamitchd) or long whiskers and a wart; wears a 
jewelled joke and loose tunic; holds in right hand a mace and in left hand 
an ahkusa; emerges from cushions; Bactrian legend in Greek characters 
from 7.00: pAONANOpAO O/ObpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANO 
SHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kushana, 
which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 

Rev : Two male deities stand frontally on a platform and look at 
each other; on the right stands: BIZAfO i.e., BIZAGO or the God 
Visdkha; holds a trident in the raised left hand; right hand on the hip; a 
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sword at his left bip^ wears a legend: <KANAO (below the 

platform) KOMAPO on the left / e , SKANDO KOMARO or the Cod 
Skmda Kumara, meaning KdrUikeya, stands facing nght and looking al 
ViSdkha, wears a dhoti as a lower garment, holds a knob finial stalf in the 
right hand, monogram between the two deities, beaded border 



255. oby: Profile bust of king facing left and wearing round helmet 
with circular device at side, crest ornament and pronged s>‘mbol at 
forehead, heavy side-burns (go/anmc/ia) or long whiskers and piotninent 
wart, wears a necklace, a jewelled yoke and a loose tunic, carries in 
Tight band a short mace and in left hand an mkusa, bust emerges from 
cushions, Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00; pAONANO 
pAO O/OhpKf KOpANO i e, SHA0NAN05HA0 OOPSHKI KOSH 
ANO or Shahensliah Hmlshka, the KushSim, which means King of Kings, 
Huvishka, the Kush3pa 

i?ev : Two male deities stand frontally on a platform decorated with 
rinceau pattern and look at each other; on the right stands BlZAfO/c, 
BIZAGO or the God Ydikha, holds a trident in the raised left hand, 
right band rests on the hip, a sword at his left hip, wears a dhoti, having 
a large jewel at the chest; <KANAO KOMAPO I e , SKANDO 
KOMARO or the God-Skanda KumSra, meaning K&rttikeya, faces right 
and looks at Viidklm, wears a dhoti as a lower garment, holds a krob- 
finial staff in the right hand, left hand at the waist from which hangs 
down a sword, monogram between the two deities, beaded border. 

Type XXVII. (a). Bust portrait of kmg and <kaNAO KOMAFO- 

MAA <hNO-BiZA wt gold, round: 



256 Oby .* Profile bust of king emerging from cushions, faces left, 
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wears a round, bejewelled and crested helmet; over flowing fillets; heavy 
side-burns (galamucha) or long whiskers ; wears a, tunic and a necklace; 
holds a mace in the right hand and an ahkusa in the left hand; Bacfrian 
legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO O/OhpKI 
KOpANO i.e.. .SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahen- 
shah Htivishka, the Kusham, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the 
Kushana. 

Rev: Three male figures stand on a double plinth, - both levels 
decorated with floral patterns; above a concave roof; on proper left is 
<KANAO KOMAPO i.e., SKANDO KOMARO or the God Kdrttikeya 
having right hand at the hip and the left hand holding an indistinct 
object; wears a cap and long garments; partially looks at the central 
figure; MAA<hNO i.e., MAASENO or the God Mahasena inscription 
is between pearled border and aedicule), en face, horned and nimbate; 
wears chlamys; sword at waist; facing the central figure, the male deity 
on the right: BIZATO i.e., BIZAGO or the God Visaklm; holds trident 
in left hand; right hand on hip; wears dhoti; monogram on the left; 
beaded border. 


m. COINS FROM MUNI KI RETI, RISHIKESH 


A hoard of gold coins was unearthed at Sivananda Ashrama, 
Muni Ki Reti, near Rishikesh, District Tehri Garhwal, Uttar Pradesh. 
These have been published in JNSI, XXXVII, pi. VII. Since their 
obverse is only published, reverse is not described below 



257. Obv : Profile bust portrait of king, faces left; wears a tall, 
pointed, crested and bejewelled helmet; nimbate; ear-flaps and side-burns 
or heavy whiskers; wears a necklace and a buttoned tunic; holds a mace 


I. SI. Nos. 257 to 261 



kushana numismatics 
m the right hand and a sceptre with fluttering ribbons m the left hand 

fillets over shoulders emerges from cushions, Bactrian legend in Grteh 
characters from 700 pAONANOpAO /OOhpKI KOpANO ie 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or S/ta/teits/ta/t If 
Aw/iapa, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushapa 

258 Obt Profile bust portrait of king, faces left, wears a tall 
pointed crested and bejewelled helmet, nimbatc, ear flaps and side bums 
or heavy svhiskers, wears n necklace and a buttoned tunic, holds a mace in 
the right hand and a sceptre with fluttering ribbons in the left hand 
fillets over shoulders Bactrian legend m Greek characters from 700 
(pAONANOpA)0/OOhpKI KOpANO ie, SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or Siiahcnsltah Hu\lslika, l/ie Juts/iapn, which meaBi 
King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushapa 



259 Ohv Profile bust portrait of king faces left, wears a tall 
pointed crested and bejewelled helmet, nimbatc, car flaps and sideburns 
or heavy whiskers, a necklace and a buttoned tunic, bolds a mace m the 
right hand and a sceptre with fluttering ribbons in the left hand fillets 
over shoulders, emerges from cushions, Bactrian legend in Greek 
characters from 7 00 (pAONANOpAO)/OOhpKI (KOpANO) i e * 
SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shabenshah Ilmtshka the 
husharta, which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kusbapa 


260 O^v Profile bust portrait of king, faces left, wears a tall 
pointed, crested and bejewelled helmci, nimbale, heavy whiskers, wears 
a necklace and a buttoned tunic, bolds a mace in the right hand and a 
sceptre with fluttering ribbons in the left band, fillets over shoulders, 
emerges from cushions, Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7 0® 
pAONANOpAO 0/{OhpKl KOpANO) le, SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or ShaUemhah Hmishka, the KitsJma, which means 
King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana 



COINAGE OF HUVISHKA 


197 



16\.Obv: Profile bust portrait of king, faces left; wears a tall,] 
pointed, crested and bejewelled helmet; nimbate; ear-flaps and side burns; 
wears a necklace and a buttoned tunic; holds a mace in the right hand 
and a sceptre with fluttering ribbons in the left hand; fillets over shoulders; 
emerges from cushions; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : 
pA0NAN0pA0/(00)hpKr KOpANO t.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
OOESHKI KOSHANO or Shahenshah Huvishka, the Kinhana, which means 
King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushana. 


IV. UNIDENTIFIED TYPES 






262. Obv : A copper coin shows a king seated in a position of ease 
lounging on a low couch; face of the king partly visible which has flutter¬ 
ing ribbons on the left; fillets over shoulders; left elbow resting on a 
cushion; right foot on a bench; appears to wear long pants and a tunic; 
circular truncated legend. 

Rev: A male standing frontally, partly faces left; most of the details 
lost; right hand is raised and holds an indistinct object; left hand at the 
waist; legend on the right, blurred; monogram on the left. 

263. Obv : A silver coin partly lost, has a profile bust portrait of a 
king facing left; nimbate; wears a mukuta tied at the back with ribbons 
which over flow the shoulders; side-burns and moustaches; wears a 
necklace, a bazooband and a tunic; holds a mace in the right hand and a 
sceptre in the left hand; circular legend blurred. 

Rev : A male standing, en face; wears a low cap and a chlamys; right 
hand out-stretched, probably holding fire in a bowl, the left hand at the 
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waist holding a short sword legend on the right lost motiograra on the 
left beaded border 

This coin m the collection of M B L Dar has been identified 
as the Sun-god but may be, perhaps, the Fire-god 




264 Ob\ A gold com shows the profile bust portrait of an 
elderly king facing left wears a round helmet, tied at the back with 
ribbons over flowing the shoulders, long bulbous nose side-burns and a 
beard, wears a buttoned tunic bolds a mace in the right hand and an 
anhtsa in the left hand, emerging from cushions Dactnan legend m Greek 
characters from 7 00, partly read, and reconstructed as pAONANOpAO 
O/OhpkIKOpANO/e.SHAONANOSHAO OOESHU KOSHANO or 
Shahemhah HumhkOt the Kusliana which means King of Kings Huvisbka, 
the Kushapa 

/?cv A bearded standing male faces left, wears a high cylindrical 
cap and a chlamys right hand bolds an indistinct object (a flsb ?} and a 
sceptre in the left raised hand legend on the right OXpO / e , OXSHO 
which has been interpreted as Varupa, the Water-god bat cannot be tdenti 
fied conclusively monogram on the left, beaded border 

265 Ob\ A gold com shows the profile bust portrait of an 
elderly king, facing left wears a round, bejewelled helmet tied at the 
back with ribbons over flowing the shoulders, long bulbous nose side 
bums or long whiskers and a beard, wears a buttoned tunic holds a 
mace in the right hand and an ankuSa m the left hand, emerging from 
cushions, Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7 00 partly read and 
reconstructed as pAONANOpAO O/ObpKI KOpANO / 1 , SHAONA 
NOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or SMtenshcdi Huushka, the KuskSna 
which means King of Kings, Huvishka, the Kushapa 

Rev A bearded standing male, faces left, wears a high cylindrical 
cap and a chlamys, right hand bolds an Indistmct object and a sceptre in 
the left raised hand legend on the right OXpO, beaded border maybe 

identified with Varuna at m serial 2S9 above 
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266. Obv ; A gold coin shows, profile bust portrait of king, facing left; 
wears round, bejewelled helmet; diademed; bulbous nose and pointed 
chin; flames rising from the right shoulder; wears a necklace, an armlet 
(bazooband) and a tunic; holds a mace in the right hand and an ankusa in 
the left hand; emerges from cushions; blurred legend : letters NOpO on 
the left and ZIHpXOpOE may be read on the right. 

Rev : Four armed standing deity, faces left; wears a small cap and 
tight fitting robes; in the raised right arm a cornucopia, in the lower 
extended right arm, perhaps, has a noose (pah) or a wreath, a staff in the 
upper left arm and lower left arm hanging down holds an indistinct 
object (antelope?); legend on the right probably is : OhpO or OESHO or 
OEMO the God-Siva; monogram on the left; beaded border. 

267. Obv : A gold coin showing bust portrait of king, faces left; wears 
a bejewelled and crested helmet having a side device; an angular 
protrusion at its back tied with fluttering ribbons; long bulbous nose; side 
burns or heavy whiskers; wears a necklace and a tunic; holds a mace in 
the right hand and an ankusa in the left; emerging from cushions : 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : (pAONANOpAO 0)1 
OhpKI KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO OOESHKI KOSHANO or 
Sbahenshah Huvishka, the Kushaija, which means King of Kings, Huvishka 
the Kusharia. 

Rev : A radiate and standing male, faces left; wears a small cap tied 
at the back, a knee long coat and trousers; extended right hand, perhaps, 
holds fire in a bowl and the left hand at the waist holds a sword; legend 
on the right : OrBOp; the legend is not helpful to identify the deity, who 
otherwise appears to be the Fire-god; monogram on the right; beaded 
border. 
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26% Obv A copper coin shows a king nding an elephant, both face 
right, details lost, legend also lost 

Jtev A standing male deity, faces left, wears a turban, a dftoff, but 
the upper garments arc not clear, holds a wreath m the extended right 
hand and the left hand rests at the waist grasping a sword, indistinct 
legend on the right, beaded border * 


1 This coin from Sbabdol District, Madhya Pradesh, was found in a hoard and w 
a struck copper immitation of Huvisbka coinage 



CHAPTER TWELVE 


COINAGE OF VASUDEVA 


I. GENERAL 

Vasudeva I or BAZODEO of coins, successor of Huvishka, is 
well known from his inscriptions and gold and copper coins which 
are found in abundance all over the Punjab and the present day North- 
West Pakistan. Vasudeva I has a prominent Indian name; Ws efiBgy 
on the coins, however, reflects foreign influence. He had strong Saiva 
affiliations attested by most of his coins on which Siva with or without 
aandz appears on reverse. The trident-standard on obverse of a large 
number of coins placed behind the sacrificial altar, further attests this 
fact. Three headed and two or four armed Siva, invariably appears 
on the reverse of his coins. On crudely executed coins, Siva with 
heavy side curls, an attempt of the mint official to imitate the three 
headed Siva, appears on most of the coins of Vasudeva I. Also, 
NANA and ARDOKSHO, at times, appear on reverse of the coins of 
Vasudeva I. 

The coinage of Vasudeva I is almost closely linked in style to 
that of Huvishka and is very near to the final phase of the coinage of 
Huvishka. In weight and fabric, coins of Vasudeva I are almost 
similar to the coins of Kanishka and Huvishka. From the large 
number of coins available, it is possible to classify them into, only, a 
few types which are almost similar to those of Kanishka and Huvishka 
with the exception of a few innovations introduced by Vasudeva I, 
himself. 


The monogram on the coins of Vasudeva I difiers from the 
monogram as on the coins of Huvishka. But, at times exactly the same 
monogram has been copied by Vasudeva I. On a few coins the mono¬ 
gram has not been changed on the coins of Vasudeva 1. Nandlpada, 
in disuse after Vima Kadphises, is reintroduced. 
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Vasudeva I is invariably depicted on the obverse in a standing 
pose, closely resembling the coins of Kanishka. He also, like his 
predecessor, offers oblations into an altar. Use of Greek script for 
Bactrian language on his coins follows the pattern of the coins of 
Kanishka and Huvishka. 

The dress of the king indicates an intersting change. He is 
not dressed in an Indo-Scythian tunic and a mantle, but wears a 
military costume. A suit of mail is his normal dress. The details of 
cuirass and an armoured skirt worn by the king are carefully and 
minutely drawn. On some coins, the tunic worn by the king is 
combined with his armoured dress. He rarely has flaming shoulders. 

Vasudeva I had introduced Brahml letters on his coins. Letters 
like pri, pa, rada, gho, raja etc. have been found inscribed in the field 
on obverse. This, as a characteristic new feature was followed by his 
successors also. But, a large number of coins crude in workmanship 
and fabric have been found, prompting to suggest another king having 
however, the same name as Vasudeva who has been presumed to be 
Vasudeva H or HI by some scholars. These coins separate Vasudeva I 
from his other coins which do not have any letters. A single 

copper coin labels the king again in Brahml script written perpen¬ 
dicularly as vAsu. These coins, in particular, are barbarous imitations 
of the coins of Vasudeva 1 and arc crudely executed. Some scholars 
doubt whether these coins belong to Vasudeva I or to one of his 
successors. Since these coins bear the same monogram as found on 
the coins of Vasudeva I, these in all probability are of Vasudeva I him¬ 
self. The appearance of BraJml letters, shows a departure from the 
past, and continued to be followed by his successors. 

On a number of coins Vasudeva I is shown having long hair 
and prominent moustaches. This series of coins of Vasudeva I separate 
them from his other coins. 

A peculiar crubed type object in the right field on obverse, 
between the prongs of a trident and the head of the king is a new 
addition. Is it a scythe blade or a ribbon attached to the trident or 



COINAGE OF VASUDEVA 


203 


is some ornament shown on the left shoulder of the king? This device 
has a further addition of a long afikusa which is added as an extra 
attribute. 

The gold and copper coins of Vasudeva I, invariably had on 
their obverse the legend shaonanOSHAO bazodeo KOSHANO. Many 
variations of the obverse types, of which quite a number are available, 
could possibly be due to the long reign or multiple mint officials or, 
as a probability, these indicate a new king with the same name. The 
obverse devices on Vasudeva’s coins are classified as follows ; 

(i) The standing king, facing left, holding a sceptre in his left hand 
offers oblations with his right hand into a small altar. The corrupt 
Greek legend is : SHAONANO SHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO. 

(ii) Similar to (i), but with the addition of a trident near the altar. 

(iii) Similar, as above, but the legend is shortened as : SHAONANO 
SHAO BAZDEO. Here the family name Kushana is omitted.,, 

(iv) Same except that the name of the king is spelt as BAZDEO. 

(v) A symbol like the united NandJpada-TrisuIa symbol and Dharma- 
Chakra are added on the right. 

(vi) As type (v). Three dots overhead, three dots between the feet 
and six dots are added to the right. Some of the variations have a 
svastika between the feet. A coin has a small circle under the left arm. 
On certain coins, the number of dots varies from five to eight. 

Three of his gold coins were found in a ruined stupa, below 
Ali Masjid and a very large number in the treasure trove of about 
1200 dinars found at Peshawar. 

The gold as well as copper coins of Vasudeva I show unmist- 
takably sings of deterioration in the monetary standard. The fabric 
and style of his coins gradually became cruder and showed a tendency 
of development into a larger diameter resulting in thinner and cup 
shaped coins. In such cup shaped coins the obverse is convex and 
the reverse is concave; but these coins are extremely crude. Some of 
the crude coins bearing his legend but issued later on by his successors, - 
are presumed to be poor imitation of his coins. 
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II COINS OF VASUDEVA I 

Important corns of Vasudeva I, are : 


a. Iranian Deity 


Type 1. K\n$ at mi altar and NAl^A gold^ round. 



269 Obv Standing king, diademed and nimbatc, faces left, wean 
a bejewelled helmet, a suit of mail, offers oblations into an altar with 
his right hand, a spear in the raised left hand, carries a sword tied to 
the waist, circular legend from 7 00 pAONANOpAO B(A/<0)Ab0 
KOpANO ie, SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or 
Shahenshah {King of Kings) Vasuie\a, the Kushdpa 

Rev , A standing female, nimbate, faces right, wears a beaded helmet 
and cblamys, bolds in the right hand a sceptre ending in the fore part of 
horse, a bowl in the left hand, legend on the left NANA, monogram on 
the right, beaded border 

270 Obi Standing king, diademed and nimbate, faces left, wears 
a bejewelled helmet, a suit of mail, offers oblations into an altar with 
his right hand, a spear in the raised left hand, carries a sword lied to 
the waist, circular legend from 7 00 * pAONANOpAO BAZOAhO 
KOpANO / e , SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or Shahen¬ 
shah {King of Kings) Vasudeta, the Kusbatui 


Rev A standing female, nimbate, faces right, wears a beaded helmet 
and cblamys, holds in the right hand a sceptre ending in the fore part 
of horse, a bowl m the left hand, legend on the left : NANA, monogram 
on the right, beaded border 
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b. Indian Deity 

Type IT: King at an altar and three-headed and two armed ObpO ; gold, 
round: 






271 : Obv : King standing frontally, faces left; nimbate; wears a 
bejewelled and pointed helmet; ear-flaps and moustaches; olfcrs oblations 
into a small altar with right band and a trident in the left hand; a 
curved object near the head on the right; wears suit of mail, skirt and 
trousers; a sword hangs on the right from the waist; Bactrian legend in 
Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO BA(OAhO KOpANO i.e., 
SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or Shalienshah (King of 
Kings) Vasudeva, the KushSna. 


Rev : Three headed male, en face stands against a humped bull; 
wears a dhoti; holds a noose (pasa) or wreath in the extended right hand 
and a trident in the raised left hand; legend between forelegs and the 
mouth of the bull : OhpO i.e., OESHO or the God-Siva; monogram on 
the right, beaded border. 

272, Obv: King standing frontally, faces left; nimbate; wears a 
bejewelled and pointed helmet; ear-flaps and moustaches; offers oblations 
into a small altar with right hand and a trident-cum-spear in the left 
hand; curved object behind the head; wears suit of mail, skirt and 
trousers; a sword hangs on the right from the waist; Bactrian legend in 
Greek characters from 7.00 ; pAONANOpAO BA<;OAhO KOpANO 
i.e., SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or Shahenshah (King 
of Kings) Vasudeva, the Kushdna. 


Rev: Three headed male, en face, stands against a humped bull; 
wears a dhoti; holds a noose (pasa) or wreath in the extended right 
hand and a trident in the raised left hand; legend between fore-legs 
and the mouth of the bull: OhpO i.e., OESHO or the God-§iva‘, mono¬ 
gram on the right; beaded border. 
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273 Ob\ Kmg standing frontally, faces left, nimbate, wears a 
bejewelled, pointed helmet, car flaps and moustaches, offers oblations 
into a small altar with nght hand and a Indent in the left hand, a curved 
object behind the head, wears a suit of mail, skirt and trousers, a sword 
hangs on the nght from the waist, Bactnan legend in Greek characters 
from 7 00 pAONANOpAO BA<OAhO KOpANO i e , SHAONANO 
SHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or Shahensbah {King of Kings) Vasudera 
the Kushana 


Rev Three headed male, stands en face against a bull wears a 
yajnopavUa and a dhoti holds a wreath or noose ipdsa) in the right band, 
legend on the left on two sides of the wreath OhpO i e , OESHO or the 
Cod monogram on the irght beaded border 

274 Ob\ Standing king diademed and mmbate faces left, offers 
oblations into an altar with the right hand, wears a conical bejewelled 
helmet a suit of mail skirt and trousers holds a spear m the left raised 
hand a sword from the waist hangs dowd on the right, legend from 7 00 
pAONANOpA/0 BA<OAhO (KOpANO) ie, SHAONANOSHAO 
BAZODEO KOSHANO or Shahensbah {King of Kings) Vasudeva the 
Kushspa 

Rev Three headed and two armed male deity, stands en face a 
crescent or top knot at the top of the head, mmbate, wears a }ajhofavita 
and knee long dress, holds a wreath in the nght hand and a trident in 
the left raised hand, legend on the right ObpO / e , OESHO or the God 
iStia, monogram on the left, beaded border 



275 Obv King standing frontally, faces left, nimbate. wears a 
bejewelled and pointed helmet, ear flaps and moustaches, ofl'ers oblations 
into a small altar with right hand and a trident m the left band wears a 
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suit of mail, skirt and trousers; a sword hangs on the right from the waist, 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO B/A<0- 
AhO KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or 
Shahenshah (King of Kings), Vasudeva, the Kushana. 

Rev : Three beaded deity stands, en face, against a bull; nimbate and 
hair knot wears only a yajhopavita and a dhoti; holds a 

wreath in the right hand and a trident in the left raised hand; legend on 
the left: OphO t.e., OESHO or the God-Siva; monogram on the right; 
beaded border. 



276. Obv : A standing king, faces left; wears a pointed helmet; offers 
oblations into a small altar with right hand and a spear in the left hand; 
wears a cuirass, skirt and trousers; a sword hangs on the right from the 
waist; blurred Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : (pAONAN- 
NOpAO BA<OAhO KOpANO) i.e., SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO 
KOSHANO or Shahenshah (King of Kings), Vasudeva, the Kushana. 

Rev ; Three-headed deity, en face, stands against a bull, facing left; 
wears long robes; holds a wreath or a noose (pdsa) in the right extended 
hand and a trident in the left raised hand; legend on the right: OhpO i.e., 
OESHO or the God-^iva; monogrom near the face on the left; beaded 
border. 

Type III. King at an altar and three-headed and four armed OhpO: gold, 
round: 



111. Obv : King standing frontally, faces left; nimbate and diademed; 
wears a bejewelled and pointed helmet; ear flaps and moustaches; offers 
oblations into a small altar with right hand and a trident in the left hand; 
wears suit of mail, skirt and trousers; a sword hangs on the right from the 
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waist; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO 
BA/<OAhO KOpANO i e., SHAONANOSHAO BA20DE0 KOSHANO 
or Shahenshah {King of Kings), Vosudeia, the Kushana, 

Rev : Three headed and four armed deity stands, en face, against a 
bull, facing right; each head has hair knots {jaiamukuia); holds in the 
four arms : upper right a wreath, lower right a lotus flower, upper left a 
trident and lower left a vase {kalaia); legend on left: OhpO I.e., OESHO 
or the God'Si\a : monogram on the right: beaded border. 


Type IV. Kin% at an altar and ohpO (without bull); gold, round: 




278. Obv: Standing male, diademed and nimbate, faces left, oUers 
oblations with the right hand into an altaif wears a conical helmet and 
suit of mail, bolds a spear in the left band; blurred Bactrian iegend in 
Greek characters from 7.00 : (pAONANOpAO BA<OAhO KO) pANO 
U., SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or Shahenshah {Kingof 
of Kings) Vasudcia, the Kishdna, 

Rev: A three-headed and two armed deity stands frontally; hair of 
the central figure in three tufts over the head, wearing a long robe; a 
wreath in the rignt extended hand and a trident in the raised left hand; 
legend on the right, read from outside: OhpO i.e„ OESHO or the Cod- 
^im .* monogram on the left; beaded border. 

279. Obv : King standing frontally, faces left; nimbate and diademed; 
wears a bejewelled and pointed helmet; offers oblations into a small altar 
with right hand and a trident in the left raised hand; wears suit of mail 
skirt and trousers; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00; 
pAONANOpAO/BA<OAhO KO(pANO) i.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
BAZODEO KOSHANO or Shahenshah {King of Kings) Vdsudeya, the 

jRei .* A standing deity; hair in top knot; wears a dhoti, bolds in the 
right extended hand a wreath and a trident in the left raised hand; legend 
on the right, to be read from outside : OhdO Ue„ OESHO or the Cod^ 
&v,a; monogram on the left; beaded border. 
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280. Obv : Standing male, diademed and nimbate, faces left; wears a 
peaked and bejewelled helmet and suit of mail; offers oblations with the 
right hand over an altar; a long spear in the left raised hand; truncated 
legend from 7.00 ; pAONANOpAO BA<OAhO KOpANO i.e., SHAO- 
NANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or Shahenshah (King of Kings) 
Vssudeva, the Kushdria. 

Kev : A male deity stands en face; has tuft of hair at the top and heavy 
side curls; wears upper garments and a dhoti; holds a noose (pdsa) in 
extended right hand and a trident in the left hand; legend on the right 
read from inside : OhpO i.e., OESHO or the GodSiva : monogram on the 
left; beaded border. 

Type V, King at an altar and ohpo with side curls; gold, round: 



281. obv ; King standing frontally, faces left; nimbate; wears a 
bejewelled, pointed helmet; ear-flaps, beard and moustaches; offers 
oblations into a small altar with right hand and a spear in the left raised 
hand; a curved object behind the head; wears suit of mail, skirt and 
trousers; a sword hangs on the right from the waist; Bactrian legend in 
Greek characters from 7.00; pAONANOpAO BA/<OAhO KOpANO 
i.e., SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSKATSiO or Shahenshah (King of 
Kings) Vasudeva, the Kushdna. 

Rev: Male deity, enface stands against a humped bull; heavy side 
curls and hair-knot (ja{dmukuta); a noose (pasd) or wreath in the right 
extended hand and trident in the raised left hand; wears a dhoti; legend on 
the left between the left fore-leg and the right eye of the bull: OhpO i.e., 
OESHO or the God-Siva : monogram on the right; beaded border. 
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282 Obv Kiog standing frontally, faces left, nimbate, wears a 
bejewelled pointed helmet cat flaps and moustaches, offers oblations into 
a small altar with right hand and a trident m the left band a curved object 
behind the head, wears overcoat peaked helmet, and trousers, Bactnan 
legend in Greek characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO BA(<:OihO 
KOpANO) te SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or 
Slud^enshah {King of Kings) Vasudeva, the Kushana 

Rev A male deity stands, en face, against a bull wears a 
dhoti holds a wreath or noose ( pdia) in the right hand and a 
trident in the left raised hand, legend on the left on two sides of the 
wreath OhpO ie, OESHO or the Godina monogram on the right, 
beaded border 

283 Obv King nimbate standing to left, wears trousers, over coat 
and peaked cap offers oblations at an altar, m bis front, with tight hand 
holds sceptre in left hand circular legend m corrupt Greek, blurred, 
PAONANOpAO (BAXOAH ie SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO 
KOSHANO or Shahenshah {King of Kings) Vasudeia, the Kushana 

Rev Siva nimbate wears dhoti right hand on the bead of the bull 
(elcphhant?), holds a trident, three prongs above the head of Siva, mono 
gram above the back of the bull (elephant?), legend on the left, to be read 
from inside OhpO i e , OESHO or the God Sna, beaded border 

Type VI King at an altar Hiih trident behind and ohpo iwf/j side curb, 
gold^ round 



284 Obv King standing frontally, faces left diademed and nimbate, 
wears a bejewcUed pointed helmet, car flaps and moustaches, offers 
oblations into a small altar with right band and a trident in the left band 
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wears a suit of mail, skirt and trousers; a sword hangs on the right from 
the waist; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO 
B/A<OAbO KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO B/AZODEO KOSH- 
AN(0) or Shahenshah {King of Kings), Vasudeva, the Kushana. 

Rev ; Male deity standing en face, against a bull, facing left; hair 
knot (jatamukuta); heavy side curls; wears a dhoti only as a lower garment; 
holds a noose {paid) or wreath in the right extended hand and a trident 
in the left raised hand; legend on the right, read from inside : OfapO 
i.e., OESHO or the God-Siva; monogram near the face on the left; 
beaded border. 



285. Obv : King standing frontally, faces left; nimbate; wears a 
bejewelled, pointed helmet; moustaches; offers oblations with the right 
hand into an altar having a trident behind it; another trident in the left 
hand; a curved object behind the head; wears armoured cuirass, skirt and 
trousers; a sword hangs on the right from the waist; Bactrian legend in 
Greek characters from 7.00 ; pAONANOpAO BA/<OAbO KOpANO i.e., 
SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or Shahenshah {King of 
Kings) Vasudeva, the Kushana. 

Rev : Three headed (two heads look like side curls) male standing 
deity, e/i/flee, reeling against a bull facing left; hair knot {jatamukuta); 
wears a dhoti; holds a wreath in the right extended hand and a trident in 
the left raised hand; legend on the left: OhpO i.e., OESHO or the God- 
Siva; monogram on the right; beaded border. 

286. Obv : King standing frontally, faces left; nimbate; wears a 
bejewelled pointed helmet; heavy whiskers and moustaches; offers oblations 
with right hand into a small altar having a trident behind it; a spear in 
the left hand; a curved object behind the head; wears armoured cuirass, 
skirt and trousers; a sword on the right hangs from the waist; Bactrian 
legend in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO BA/<OAhO 
KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or Shahenshah 
{King of Kings) Vasudeva, the Kushana. 
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Three headed (iwo side heads as hca\y curls) male standing 
Aci\y,enjace, reclines against a bull, hcmg.Ml,hm\inot (jfflSfuuJcufjt) 
wears a dhoti holds a roosc ipaia) or wreath in the right extended hand 
and a Indent in the left raised hand, legend on the right, read fiora 
outside OhpO / e » OESHO or the God ii\a monogram near the face 
on the left, beaded border 




287 Obv Ktng standing frontallj, faces left, nimbatc, wears a 
bejewelled, pointed helmet, having a crescent at the top, cir flaps and 
moustaches, offers oblations with right hand into a small altar having a 
trident behind it a spear in the left hand, wears armoured cuirass, skirt 
and trousers, a sword hangs on the right from the waist, Bactnaa legend 
in Greek characters from 7 00 pAONAKOpAO BA/<OAhO kOpANO 
ic SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or Sbahenshah {Kms 
of kings) Vasude\a the kushipQ 

Rc% A male standing deity, en facet reclines against a bull, hair 
knot (ja{aniuku{a) heavy side curls, wears a dhoit holds a \^^eath in the 
right extended hand and a trident in the left raised hand, legend on the 
right, read from outside OhpO t e , OESHO or the God Aiu monogram 
near the face oft the left, beaded border 

2S8 Oby King standing frontally, faces left, diademed and nimbate. 
Wears a bejcwctlcdi pointed helmet, heavy whiskers and moustaches, oR'ers 
oblations With right hand into a small altar having a trident with flilets 
behind it, a separ m the \eft hand, wears arroouTed cniTass, skirt and 
trousers, a sword hangs on the right from the waist, Bactnan legend in 
Greek characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO BA/<OAhO KOpANO 
t e , SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or ShahemMi (king of 
Kings) Vasitdeva, the kushana nandJpada on Tight 

Rev A male standing detfy, reclines atgainst a bull, heavy side curls, 
wears a dhoti holds a wreath or a noose ipdid) in the right extended 
baud and a trident in the left raised band, legend on the right, read from 
outside OhpO j e, OESHO or the God-Stva, monogram near the face 
on the left, beaded border 
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289. Obv : King standing frontally, faces left; nimbate; wears a 
bejewelled helmet; moustaches; offers oblations with right band at a small 
altar having a trident with fillets behind it; a trident-cum-spear in the 
left hand; wears armoured cuirass, skirt, and trousers; sword hangs on the 
right from the waist; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 :- 
pAONANOpAO (BA<OA)hO KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO BA- 
ZODEO KOSHANO or Shahenshah (King of Kings) Vdsiideva, the Kusbdna; 
mndipada on right. 

Rev : Male standing deity, reclines against a bull, facing left; heavy 
side curls; wears a dhoti; holds a wreath or a noose (pasd) in the right 
extended hand and a trident in the left raised hand; legend on the right, 
read from outside : OhpO i e., OESHO or the God-'Siva; monogram near 
the face on the left; beaded border. 

290. Obv: King standing frontally, faces left; diademed and nimbate; 
wears a bejewelled, pointed helmet; heavy whiskers and moustaches; 
offers oblations with right hand into a small altar having a trident with 
fillets behind it; a spear in the left hand; wears armoured cuirass, skirt 
and trousers; a sword hangs on the right from the waist; Bactrian legend 
in Greek characters from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO BA/<OAhO KOpANO 
i.e., SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or Shahenshah (King 
of Kings) Vdsiideva, the Knshdna; nandipada on right. 

Rev : A male standing deity, reclines against a bull; heavy side curls; 
wears a dhoti; holds a wreath or a noose (paid) in the right extended 
hand and a trident in the left raised hand; legend on the right read from 
outside : OhpO i.e., OESHO or the God-Siva; monogram near the face 
on the left; beaded border. 




p_i:/ i&t-S 




291. Obv ; King standing frontally, faces left; diademed and nimbate; 
wears a bejewelled, pointed helmet; ear-flaps and moustaches; offers 



KUSHAl^A NUMISMATICS 


oblations \Mth right band into a small altar having a indent with fillets 
behind it, a spear in the left hand, wears armoured cuirass and 
trousers, a sword bangs on the right from the waist, Bactnan legend in 
Greek characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO BA<OAhO KOpANO 
/ e, SHAONANOSHAO BA20DE0 KOSHANO or Shahenshah (King 
of Kings) Vfisudeva. the kushaqa, nandtpada on right 

Re\ A male standing deity, reclines against a bull, heavy side curls. 
Wears a dhoti holds a wreath or a noose {paid) in the right extended 
hand and a trident in the left raised hand, legend on the right, read from 
outside OhpO i e , OESHO or the Cod ^ha monogram acar the face 
on the left, beaded border 



292 Obv King standing frontally, faces left, diademed and nimbatc, 
Mcars a bejewelled, pointed helmet, ear flaps and moustaches, ofiTers 
oblations With right hand into a small altar having a trident nitb fillets 
behind it, a spear m the left hand, wears armoured cuirass, skirt and 
trousers a sword bangs on the right from the waist, Bactnan legend in 
Greek characters from 7 00 pAONANOpAO BA/<OAhO KOpANO 
i e , SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or Shahenshah {King of 
Kings) Vasudeia the Kushana monogram on right 

Rev A male standing deity, rcclmcs against a bull, heavy side curls, 
a lunar crescent at the forehead, wears a dhoti holds a wreath or a noose 
{paid) in the right extended hand and a trident in the left raised hand, 
legend on the right read from outside ObpO i e , OESHO or the Cod 
^na monogram near the face on the left, beaded border 

293 Obi King standing frontally, faces left, nimbatc, wears a 
bejewelled, pointed helmet, ear flaps whiskers and moustaches, offers 
oblations with right band into a small altar having a trident with fillets 
behind it, a spear in the left band, wears armoured cuirass, skirt and 
trousers, a sword hangs on the right from the waist, Bactnan legend m 
Greek characters from 7 00 (pA)ONANOpAO BA/<OAhO KOpANO 
i e , SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or Shahenshah {King of 
Kings), VUsudeia, the Kushana monogram on right 

Re/ A male standing deity, reclines against a bull, heavy side curls, 
wears a dhoti holds a wreath or a noose (pdsa) rn the right extended hand 
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and a trident in the left raised hand; legend on the right, read from 
outside : OhpO i.e., OESHO or the God-Siva; monogram near the face 
on the left; beaded border. 



294. Obv : King standing frontally, head profile to left; nimbate; wears 
a bejewelled, pointed helmet; moustaches; offers oblations at a small altar 
with right hand and a trident-cum-spear in the left hand; a peculiar 
curved object between the prongs of the trident and the kings head; 
wears armoured cuirass, skirt and trousers; a sword hangs on the right 
from the waist; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 7.00 ; pAONA- 
NOpAO BA/<OhO KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO BAZOEO 
KOSHANO or Shahenshah Bazoeo Kosharjo, which means King of Kings, 
Vasudeva, the Kushana; monogram on right. 

Rev : Male deity stands ert face, against a bull, facing left; heavy side 
curls; wears a dhoii only as a lower garment; a lunar crescent at the fore¬ 
head; holds a wreath in the right extended hand and a trident in the left 
raised hand; legend on the right, read from out-side : OhpO i.e., OESHO 
or the God-Siva; monogram near the face on the left; beaded border. 

Type Vl(a). King at an altar with trident behind and OhpO; silver, round: 

295. Obv : A silver coin shows a standing king wearing a tunic, 
trousers, boots, facing left; wears a peaked helmet with halo behind; 
sword tied to the left of the waist; a spear in raised left band; right hand 
offers oblations into an altar, behind which a trident; Bactrian legend 
in Greek characters : (pAO)NANOpAO BA<0(Ah0) (KOpANO) 
i.e., SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or Shahenshah {King of 
Kings) Vasudeva, the Kushana. 

Rev : A male deity, en face, reclines against a standing bull, facing 
left; trident in the left raised hand; a wreath in the extended right hand; 
Bactrian legend in Greek characters : OhpO i.e., OESHO or the God-Siva: 
traces of a monogram in the upper left field; beaded border.^ 


^ See JAS, XV, p. 205,1973. 
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Type VII. King i^ith long hair at altar vu//; trident behind and ohpo with 
side curls; gold round: 



296 Oiv*; King standing frontally, faces ten, diademed and niinbate, 
Wears a bejewelled, pointed helmet, car*flaps, moustaches and long hair 
falling over abouldeis, offers oblations with right hand into a small altar 
having a trident with fillets behind it, spear in the left hand, wears arm¬ 
oured cuirass, skirt and trousers, a sword hangs on the right from tbe 
waist, Bactrian legend m Creek characters from 1 00 pAONANOpAO 
B(A<OA)hO KOpANO ic, SKAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSH- 
ANO or Shahenshah (Aing of Kings) V&sudem the Kushsna in field to right 
Brdhmt letter * ha 

Rev A male standing deity, reclines against a bull, hair knot 
{jatamukuia) wears a d/jorf, bolds a wreath ora noose m the right 
extended band and a trident in tbe left raised hand, legend on tbe right, 
read from outside OhpO i e , OESHO or the Cod Sna, m field to nght 
BrafimJ letter pa monogram near the face on the left, beaded border 

297 Obv * King standing frontally, faces lett, diademed and nimbate, 
wears a bejewelled, pointed helmet, moustaches and long batr falling over 
shoulders, offers oblations with right hand into a small altar having a 
tndent behind it, a spear in the left band, wears armoured cuirass, skirt 
and trousers, a sword hangs on the right from the waist, Bactrian legend 
jn Greek characters from 7 00 (pAON)ANOpAO/BA<OAhO KOpANO 
i e. SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO or Shahenshah {King 
o/Ktngs) Vasudeva the Kushdna, in field to right Brdhmi letter, ha 

Rev A male standing deity reclines against a bull, heavy side curls 
ludicating two more beads, wears a dhoti, holds a wreath or a noose 

{pdia) in the right extended hand and a trident in the left raised hand, 

legend on tbe nght, read from outside . ObpO i e, OESHO or the Cod' 
Stva, monogram near the face on the left, beaded border. 
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298. Obv : King standing frontally, faces left; nimbate; wears a 
bejewelled, pointed helmet; moustaches and long hair falling over 
shoulders; offers oblations with right hand into a small altar having a 
trident behind it; a spear in the left hand : wears armoured cuirass, skirt 
and trousers; a sword hangs on the right from the waist; Bactrign legend 
in Greek characters from 1.00 : pAONANOpAO B; from 7.00 truncated : 
(A<OAhO KOpANO) i.e., SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO 
or Shahenshah {King of Kings) Vasttdeva, the Kushana. 

Rev : Three headed (two side heads as heavy curls) male standing 
deity, reclines against a bull; hair knot {jatamiikiita); heavy side curls; 
wears a dhoti; holds a wreath in the right hand, a trident in left hand; 
legend on the right, read from outside : OhpO i.e., OESHO or the God- 
^iva ; monogram near the face on the left; beaded border. 

299. Obv : King standing frontally, faces left; diademed and nimbate; 
wears a bejewelled, pointed helmet; moustaches and long hair falling over 
shoulders; offers oblations with right hand into a small altar having a 
trident behind it; a spear in the left hand; wears armoured cuirass, skirt 
and trousers; Bactrian legend in Greek characters from 1.00 :pAO 
(NANOpAO), from 7.00 : BA<AhO KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO 
BAZDEO KOSHANO or Shahenshah {King of Kings) Vasudeva, the 
Kushana; in field to right Brahmi letter; pri. 

Rev : A male standing deity, reclines against a bull; hair knot 
{jatamukuia); heavy side curls, wears a dhoti; bolds a wreath in the right 
extended hand, a trident in the left raised hand; legend on the right, read 
from outside : OhpO i.e., OESHO or the God-Siva; in field to right 
Brahmi letter : pa; monogram near the face on the left; beaded border. 



300. Obv : King standing frontally, faces left; diademed and nimbate; 
wears a bejewelled, pointed helmet; moustaches and long hair falling over 



218 


kushana numismatics 


shoulders, ofTers oblations with right band into a small altar having a 
trident with fillets behind it, a spear in the left hand, wears armoured 
cuirass skirt and trousers, Bactnan legend in Greek characters from 1 00 
pAONANOpAO from 7 00 BA<AbO KOpANO / e , SHAONANO 
SHAO BAZDEO KOSHANO or Shahenshoh (King of Kings) Vasudeta, 
the Kttsitana in filed to right Brahmi letter pn 

Jlev A male standing deity reclines, against a bull, heavy side curls, 
wears a dhoti, holds a wreath in the right extended hand and a trident la 
the left raised hand, legend on the right, read from outside OhpO/e, 
OESHO or the God Sna monogram near the face on the left, beaded 
border 

Type VIII Crudely minted cup shaped coins showing king at an altar 
haling trident behind^ and Brdhmi letters, and OhpO, gold, 
round 




301 Obv Standing king, diademed and nimbate^ faces left, wears a 
tall pointed helmet and suit of mail, blown skirt in two tiers and trouicrt 
ear flaps and moustaches, offers oblations wiib the right band into a small 
altar, a trident with fluttering ribbons behind it, a trident in the raised 
left hand, legend from 7 00 pOONOpOO BA/<OAhO KOpONO which 
stands for SHOONOSHOO BAZODEO KOSHONC and means King of 
Kings, Vdsudeva the KusbSna, svasltka between the feet and monogram 
on the right, obverse convex and reverse concave. 

Jiev Standing male deity before a liumped bull, nimbate a lunar 
crescent at the top of the bead heavy side curls, right extended hand 
holds a wreath, left raised band has a trident, wears long robes, legend on 
the right, read from outside ObpO i e, OESHO or the God Sna 
monogram on the left, beaded border 

302 Obv Standing king, diademed and nimbate, faces left, wears 
a tall pointed helmet and suit of mail, blown skirt in two tiers and trousers, 
ear flaps and moustaches, offers oblations with the right hand into a small 
altar, a trident with fluttering ribbons behind it, a trident m the raised left 
hand, legend from 7 00 pOONOpOO BA/<OAhO KOpONO which 



COINAGE OF VASUDEVA 


219 


stands for SHOONOSHOO BAZODEO KOSHONO and means King of 
Kings, Vasudeva, the Kusham; svastika between the ankles and monogram 
on the right; obverse convex and reverse concave. 

Kev : Standing male emaciated deity before a humped bull; nimbate; 
a lunar crescent at the top of the head; heavy side curls; right extended 
band holds a wreath, left raised hand has a trident; wears long robes, 
legend on the right, read from outside ; OhpO i.e., OESHO or the God- 
Siva; monogram on the left; beaded border. 




303. Obv : Standing king, diademed and nimbate, faces left; wears a 
tall pointed helmet and suit of mail, blown skirt in two tiers and 
trousers; ear flaps and moustaches; offers oblations with the right hand 
into a small altar; a trident with fluttering ribbons behind it; trident in the 
raised left hand; legend from 7.00 ; pOONOpOO BA/<OAhO KOpONO 
which stands for SHOONOSHOO BAZODEO KOSHONO and means 
King of Kings, Vasudeva, the Kttshana; svastika between the feet and 
monogram on the right; obverse covex and reverse concave. 

Rev : Standing male emaciated deity before a humped bull; nimbate; 
a lunar crescent at the top of the head; heavy side curls; right extended 
hand holds a wreath, left raised hand has a trident; wears long robes; 
legend on the right, read from outside : OhpO i.e., OESHO or the God- 
Siva; monogram on the left; beaded border. 

304. Obv : Standing king, diademed and nimbate, faces left; wears a 
tall pointed helmet and suit of mail, blown skirt in two tiers and trousers; 
ear flaps and moustaches; ofi'ers oblations with the right hand into a small 
altar; a trident with fluttering ribbons behind it; a trident in the raised left 
hand; legend from 7.00 ; pOONOpOO BO<AhO (KOpONO) which 
stands for SHOONOSHOO BAZODEO KOSHONO and means King of 
Kings, Vasudeva, the Kushdna; svastika between the feet and monogram on 
the right; obverse convex and reverse concave. 

Rev : Standing male emaciated deity before a humped bull; nimbate; 
a lunar crescent at the top of the head; heavy side curls; right extended 
hand holds a wreath, left ^raised hand has a trident; wears long robes; 
legend on the right, read from outside ; OhpO i.e., OESHO or the God- 
§iva; monogram on the left; beaded border. 
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305 Obv Standing, nirabatc and diademed, king, faces left, wear* 
a tail, pointed, partially seen helmet, has long hair and moustaches, oS’ers 
oblations with the right hand into an altar, a tndent with fluttering ribbons 
behind It, wears an armoured tunic and trousers, blundered legend partly 
legible from 7 00 stands for pOONOpOO BO<OAhO KOpONO which 
stands for SHOONOSHOO BAZODEO KOSHONO and means Kms of 
kings Vmudeva, the kushana flrd/i/iif letters on Icfi rarfo, m centre gAo, 
on right raja 

Rev Male deity stands en face against a bumped bull, bcay side 
curls holds a noose ( p6sa) in the right hand and trident in the left raised 
hand, wcarsad/ior; legend on the right ObpO / <?, OESHO or the Goi 
monogram on the left, beaded border 

306 Obv Standing, nimbate and diademed king, faces left, wears a 
tall pointed helmet, whiskers and moustnehes, offers oblations with the 
right hand into an altar, a trident with fluttering ribbons behind it, wears 
an amoured tunic and trousers, blundered legend partly legible from I 00 
pAON(ANOpAO) BA<AhO KOpAN/0 which stands for SHAONANO 
SHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO and means King of kings, Vmde\a, the 
kushana BrShtm letters on right rada 

Rev Male deity stands, cn face, against a humped bull, heavy side 
curls, holds a noose (pJin) in the right hand and a tndent m the left 
raised bond, wears a rf/iorr, legend on the right OhpO f e OESHOorthe 
Cod &i\a monogram on the left, beaded border 




307 Obv Standing, nunbaic and diademed king faces left, wears a 
tall pointed helmet, has whiskers and moustaches, offers oblations with the 
right hand into an altar a tndent with fluttering ribbons behind it, wears an 
armoured tunic and trousers, blundered legend partly legible from 7 M 
pAONANOpAO BA<OAhO KOpANO which stands for SHAONAK* 
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OSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO and means King of Kings, Vasudeva, the 
Kusham; letters on left rada, in centre gho, on right raja. 

Male deity stands, en/ace, against a humped bull; heavy side 
curls; holds a noose (pSsa) in the right hand and trident in the left raised 
hand; wears a dhoti; legend on the right: OhpO i.e., OESHO or the God- 
Siva; monogram on the left; beaded border. 



308. Obv : A young king, nimbate and diademed, stands facing left; 
wears a pointed helmet; offers oblations with the right hand into an altar; 
a trident behind it; wears, perhaps, a suit of mail, skirt and trousers; holds 
a trident in the left raised hand; legend from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO 
BA<OAhO KOpANO which means King of Kings, Vasudeva, the Kushana. 

iter .'Male deity stands, enface, against a humped bull; heavy side 
curls; holds a noose (pdsa) in the right hand and trident in the left raised 
hand; wears a dhoti; legend on the right, read from outside : OhpO i.e., 
OESHO or the God-Siva; monogram on the left; beaded border. 

This coin has been found at Dada Fethpur, Teh. Khetri, 
Jhunjhunu District, Rajasthan.^ 



309. Obv ; Standing king, diademed and nimbate, faces left; wears a 
helmet with side devices and armoured cuirass, skirt and trousers; offers 
oblations with the right hand into an altar; a trident in the left raised 
hand; legend from 7.00 r pAONANOpAO/BA<OAhO KOpANO i.e., 
SHAONANOSHAO BAZODEO KOSHANO, which means King of 
Kings, Vasudeva, the Kushana; nandipada symbol on the right. 

i7 See JNSI. XXXIX, pi. XI. 
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iJevThree headed Siva, nimbatc, stands against a bull; lunar i 
crescent at top; holds a wreath in the right extended band and a trident 
in the left raised band; wears a dhoti, legend on the right, read from out¬ 
side : OhpO i.e., OESHO or the God~Siva; monogram on the left; beaded 
border. 


This coin is in the Bharat Kala Bhavan, Banaras Hindu 
University, Varanasi and is presumed to be of V5sudeva II; the helmet 
is supposed to be similar to the crown peculiar to the Sassanian 
emperor Shapun^ 


310 




310. Obv : Standing radiate king, faces left; wears a pointed helmet, 
a coat of mail and trousers; ofTers oblations with the right hand into a 
small altar; a trident behind it; a trident in the raised left hand; legend 
from 7.00 : pAONANOpAO BA/ZAbO KOSHANO i.e., iOng of Kings, 
Vatudeia, f/ie Aus/itfna; monogram on the right. 

Rev ; Male deity stands against a bumped ball, lunar crescent at top; 
• heavy side curls; holds a noose Cpdio) in the right extended hand and 

a trident in the left raised hand; wears a dkoti and heavy boots; legend 
on the right, read upwards : OhpO i.e. OESHO or the God^^ha; mono¬ 
gram on the left; beaded border. 

This coin has been presumed to be a posthumous issue of 
Vasudeva, which cannot be agreed to in the absence of cogent 
reasons.* 


1. JNSI, XXXVI, pi. V, No. 3. 

2. JNSI. XVill, pi. I, No. 1. 
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The number of coins, bearing the name Vasudeva found 
mostly all over the limits of the Kushana empire, as well as other parts 
of India, is very large. It has, therefore, been doubted whether all 
these coins had belonged to one and the same ruler whose name was 
Vasudeva. It has been suggested that some of these coins belong to 
another Vasudeva who has been called, for convenience, as Vasudeva 
II. Another Vasudeva III has also been suggested, on the pleas that 
the name of the ruler on these coins had become conventionalized, 
their number is plentiful, types are varied and these cover a very long 
duration of rule. 

The series of coins having a legend Vdsu further complicates 
the problem. These words are written in Brdhmi letters, vertically to 
the proper left of the spear held in the hand of the king. Similar to 
this type, is the class of rare copper coins on which the king on the 
obverse is seen seated on a throne. He holds a diadem in his right 
hand and on the right letters Vdsu are written vertically. These coins 
have ardoxsho on the reverse. 

The sum up, large number of these coins, their extensive 
provenance, their varied types, very normally prompt to presume more 
than one king who had the name Vasudeva and possibly they had 
been Vasudeva U and Vasudeva III, but whose coins in the, so far, 
available limited resources, remain mingled with the coins of one and 
the same ruler, having the common name Vasudeva. 



CHAPTER THIRTEEN 
SUCCESSORS OF VASUDEVA 


I GENERAL 

The history of Kushana numismatics after Vasudeva I is con¬ 
fusing. Vasudeva coninage undoubtedly shades off into Indo-Sassanian 
types. Coins of Vasudeva I are succeeded by a large vancty of its 
copies. Some of these are fairly good in style, others of barbarous 
imitation, but neither class having intelligible legend. Types of his 
gold coinage were struck in Gandhara by chiefs better known as Later 
or Lesser Kushanas. 

The Later Kushanas presumed to be comprising mainly of 
Kanishka III and Vasudeva II having inherited the coinage of their 
predecessors, continued the same currency which remained in vogue 
both in the Kabul valley and the Panjab. These rulers continued to 
mint gold coins, though 'the monetary standard deteriorated and the 
legends became illegible. 

Amongst the later Kushanas, it appears that the most impor¬ 
tant rulers were Kanishka III and Vasu and/or Vasudeva III. These 
two rulers are known only from iheir coins. A characteristic feature 
of the later Kushana coinage was the appearance on their obverse of 
Brdhivi letters. These Brdhml letters appear on the obverse on the 
left, in the middle, between the feet, and on the right. This particular 
feature is also found on the later issues of the Indo-Greeks, and the 
Guptas. In the absence of a detailed data, this feature has been given 
various interpretations. Significance of these letters, however, awaits 
authenticated interpretation. 

Some of the later Kushana coins, bear such imaginative 
symbols or letters as bhoy ga, vi and im. These are neither mint 
marks nor initials of viceroys of the outlying provinces. At times, 
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words like pasana or Hlada also appear. On these coins, influence 
of the coins of the earlier Sassanian kings is noticeable. Following 
rulers, whose coins are not available, are however, known from 
inscriptions : 


II. KANISHKA II 

Coins of a ruler presumed to have ruled and who is suggested 
to be Kanishka II are conspicuous by their absence. Amongst the 
available varieties of coins, it is not possible to distinctly separate coins 
of Kanishka II. Therefore, it has to be stated that a separate series of 
coins of Kanishka II clearly distinguishable from other rulers of the 
same name are not available. 

III. VASUDEVA II 

As in the case of Kanishka II, coins of Vasudeva II are appar¬ 
ently not available. However, a coin, serial No, 309 above, has been 
presumed to be of Vasudeva II. Its fabric is different from other 
coins of Vasudeva I, In the absence of more details, it cannot, con¬ 
clusively, be assigned to a ruler different from Vasudeva I. 

IV. VASKUSHAI 5 JA AND VASASHKA 

Vaskushana and Vasashka, two rulers are mentioned in two 
different inscriptions of years 22 and 28, of the new(?) era, found at 
Sanchi. No coin of these two rulers has been found. 

V. COINS OF KANESHKO OR KANISHKA III 

From Begram to Bengal a very large number of coins bearing 
the name Kaneshko have been found. These are assigned to Kanishka 
III. Their reverse have either ARDOKSHO or OESHO as a deity. 
These coins are comparatively finer in execution and the details on 
obverse are better minted. 
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Type I King standing at an altar with APAoxpO seated on a throne gold, 
round 


311 





31( Obi Diademed and mmbatc, standing king, faces left wears a 
tall pointed helmet, long coat with round lapels, hem of coat curved 
upwards over knees, all bejewelled offers oblations with the right hand 
into an altar having a trident with fluUcnng ribbons behind it, holds a 
spear with fluttering ribbons m the left hand, legend from I 00 pAO 
NANOpAO KA/Nh(p)KO KOpANO t e SUAONANOSHAO XAN£ 
SHkO kOSHANO or hdig of hmgs, Kofeshko, the Kushana JJrdkmi letter 
VI on ngl t 


Aev Female deity seated, en face, on high backed throne with ornate 
legs nimbate, holds a noose ( pSsa) m the right band, a cornucopia m the 
left hand bead like circular design on right, fully dressed m flowing 
classical robes I g^nd on the right APAOXpO i e , ARDOXSHO or the 
Goddess of Abunda icc monogram on the left, beaded border 

312 Obv Diademed and nimbate, standing king faces left wears a 
tall pointed helmet, long co t with round lapels, hem of coat curved 
upwards over knees, alt bcjcw*.IIcd, offers oblations with right hand into 
an alur behind which a Indent having fluttering ribbons holds a spear 
having fluttering ribbons in the left h^nd, legend from 1 00 (pAOJNANO 
pAO KA/N(hpKO KOpANO) t e SHAONANOSHAO kANESHKO 
kOSHANO or King of hmgs, hanedtko, (he hushatta Brahmt letters blu 
on right, and ha on left 


Rev female deity seated cn face, on high backed throne with ornate 
legs nimbate, holds a noose ( pdh) in the right hand and a cornucopia 
in the left hand, fully dressed in classical robes legend on the right 
APAOXpO le, ARDOXSHO or the Goddess of Abundance Brahmt 
IcUer ha monogram on the left, beaded border 
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313. Obv : Diademed and nimbate, standing king, faces left; wears s 
tall, pointed helmet, long coat with round lapels, hem of coat curved 
upwards over knees, all bejewelled; prominent buttons of the coat; offers 
oblations with the right hand into an altar behind which a trident with 
fluttering ribbons; holds a spear with fluttering ribbons in the left hand; 
legend from 1.00 ; pAONANOpAO (KA)NhpKO KOpANO i.e., SHAO- 
NANOSHAO KANESHKO KOSHANO or King of Kings, Kaneshko, 
the Kmhana; Braftmi letter vi on the right, and ha on the left. 

Bev : Female deity seated, en face, on high backed throne with ornate 
legs; nimbate; holds a noose (pSsa) in the right hand and a cornucopia in 
the left hand; fully dressed in flowing classical robes; legend on the right: 
APAOXpO i.e., ARDOXSHO or the Goddess of Abundance; monogram on 
the left; beaded border. 

314. Obv : Diademed and nimbate, standing king, faces left; wears & 
tall pointed helmet, long coat with round lapels, hem of coat curved 
upwards over knees, all bejewelled; offers oblations with the right hand 
into an altar behind which a trident with fluttering ribbons; holds a spear 
with fluttering ribbons in the left hand; truncated legend from I.OO, 
reconstructed as : pAONANO(pAO KANhpKO KOpANO)] i.e., SHAO- 
NANOSHAO KANESHKO KOSHANO or King of Kings, KanesMco the 
Knshana : Brahmi letter vim on right, no on left. 

Rev; Female deity, seated en face on high backed throne with ornate 
legs; nimbate; holds a noose {pasd) in the right hand and a cornucopia in 
the left hand; fullj’ dressed in flowing classical robes; legend on the right: 
APAOXpO i.e., ARDOXSHO or the Goj/dess o/j46wndonce; RrcfimFletter 
Tu; monogram on the left; beaded border. 



315. Obv : Diademed and nimbate, standing king, faces left; wears 
tall pointed helmet, long coat with round lapels, hem of coat curved 
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over knees, all bejewelled; olTcrs "oblations with the right hand into an 
altar behind which a trident with fluttering ribbons, holds a spear vviih 
fluttering ribbons in the left hand; truncated legend from 1,00: pA 
(ONANOpAO KA)NhpKO K(0)pA(N0) / e., SHAONANOSHAO 
KANESHKO KOSHANO and means King of Kings, Kancsbko, the 
Kushapa, £r3hmT letters ii on right, tha in centre and m on left, 

Jtev : Female deity sealed, enface, on high backed throne with ornate 
legs; nimbaic; hair having side curls; holds a noosc(pafa) in the right 
hand and cornucopia in the left hand; fully dressed in flowing classical 
robes; legend on right: APAOXpO / e., ARDOXSHO or the Goddewo/ 
Abundance; Brdhml letter tha; monogram on the left; beaded border. 



bejewelled helmet; a long coat having its skirt m two tiers and trousers, 
completely armoured, olTers oblations with the right band into an altar 
which has a trident with fluttering ribbons behind it; flaming shoulders; a 
sword hangs from the waist on the right; Parthian style bushy hair behind 
cars; legend from 100 ; pAONANOpAO KA/NbKO# KOpANO U., 
SHAONANOSHAO KANESHKO KOSHANO and means King of Kings, 
Kaneshko, the KushSna; BrSIiml letter pu on ngbt. 

BevtA female deity nimbate and diademed, sits on a backless 
throne; dressed in long robes; holds a bowl in the right hand and a palm 
branch in the left hand; legend on the left, read from outside; AAPOXpO 
i.e., ARDOXSHO or Goddess of Abmdance; monogram on the right, 
'beaded 'border. 

317. Oiv; Diademed and nimbate, standing king faces left; wears tall, 
pointed helmet, long coat with round lapels, hem of coat curved upwards 
over knees, all bejewelled; offers oblations with right hand in an altar 
behind which a trident with flattering ribbons; bolds a spear with flutter* 
ing ribbons in the left hand; truncated legend from 1.00 ; pA(ONANOpAO 
KA)NhpKO (KOpANO) l.e., SHAONANOSHAO KANESHKO 
KOSHANO and means King of Kings, Kaneshko, /Ac KwAdga; 
letters vi on right, tha in centre and na on left. 

Rev : Female deity seated, enface, on high backed throne with ornate 
legs; nimbate; hair having side curls; bolds a noose (pd/o) la the right 
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hand and cornucopia in the left hand; fully dressed in flowing classical 
robes; legend on right : APAOXpO i.e., ARDOXSHO or the Goddess of 
Abundance; monogram on the left; beaded border. 



318. Obv : Diademed and nimbate, standing king, faces left; wears tall 
pointed helmet, long coat with round lapels, hem of coat curved upwards 
over knees, all bejewelled; offers oblations with the right hand in an altar 
behind which a trident with fluttering ribbons, holds a spear with fluttering, 
ribbons in the left hand; truncated legend ifrom 1.00: pA(ONANOpAO/ 
KA)NhpKO KOp(ANO) i.e., SHAONANOSHAO KANESHKO 
KOSHANO and means King of Kings, Kanishka, the Kttshana. 

Rev : Female deity seated, en face, on high backed throne with ornate 
legs; nimbate; holds a noose {pasa) in the right hand and cornucopia in 
the left hand; fully dressed in flowing classical robes, legend on right: 
APAOXpO i.e., ARDOXSHO or the Goddess of Abimdance; monogram on 
the left; beaded border. 

VI. COINS MENTIONING VASU 

A few coins, out of the many found of Vasu, are detailed 

below : 

Type I. King at an altar and ohpo; gold, round: 



319. Obv : Nimbate and diademed standing king, faces left; wears a 
tall pointed helmet, a long coat with rounded lapels and hem of coat 
curved upwards over knees and trousers, all armoured; flaming shoulders; 
offers oblations with the right hand into an altar behind which a trident 
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with fluttering ribbons and bolds a trident in the left raised hand; blurted 
legend from 1,00 : (pAONANOpAO KANhpJKO i.e., SHAONANO- 
SHAO KANESHKO which means King of Kings, Kaneshko; 5ra/t/nl letters 
Vasu on the right, 

i?a : A well built male deity stands en face, iccUning against a humped 
hull; nimbate; hair with side curjs; holds a noose (pa/a) in the right hand, 
a trident in the raised left hand; wears a Moti; legend on the right, read 
from inside : OhpO / e., OESHO or the GotZ-^iya; monogram on the left; 
beaded border. 

Type II. King at an altar and gold, round: 



320. Oby: Standing king, nimbate and diademed, faces left; wears a 
pointed helmet and a long coat with rounded lapels and hem curved 
upwards over knees and trousers, all armoured; oflers with right band 
oblations into an altar, which has a trident with fluttering ribbons behind 
it; holds a spear in the left raised hand; truncated circular legend illegible) 
Brahmi letters Vasu on the right, ga in centre and sa on left, 

Kev: Female deity seated, en face, on a high backed throne with 
ornate legs; lunar crescent at top; nimbate; curly hair; bolds a noose (giiia) 
in the right hand and a cornucopia in the left hand, dressed in over 
flowing classical robes; legend on the right: APAOXpO t.e., AKDOXSHO 
ot Goddess of Abandonee; partly seen monogram on the left; beaded border. 

321. Ohr ; Standing king, nimbate and diademed, faces left; wears a ^ 
pointed helmet and a long coat with rounded lapels and hem curved up* 

nTii hiV mTnwint:i; vivvlt 

oblations into an altar which has a trident with fluttering ribbons behind 
it; holds a spear in the left raised hand; legend, read from outside(7), anti* 
clockwise, from 12.00: pAONANOpAO KANHpKO KOpANO, and 
means King of Kings, Kaneshko the Kushdiia; Brdltmi letters Vdsu on the 
right, Chhu in centre and khu on left. 

Key: Female deity seated, en face, on a high backed throne with 
ornate legs; heavy curly hair; bolds a noose (pa/a) in the right band and a 
cornucopia in the left hand; dressecd in over flowing classical robes, 
legend on the right; (APJi(0)X{pO) i.e„ ARDOXSHO or the Goddess of 
Abundance; monogram on the left, beaded border, 
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322. Obv : Standing king, nimbatc and diademed, faces left; wears a 
pointed helmet and a long coat with rounded lapels and hem curved 
upwards over knees and trousers, all armoured; offers with right band 
oblations into an altar which has a trident with jiuttering ribbons behind 
it; holds a spear in the left raised hand; truncated legend from 1.00 : 
pAONANOpAO KANhpKO KOpANO i.e., SHAONANOSHAO KANE- 
SHKO KOSHANO and means King of Kings, Kaneshko, the Kushana; 
Brdhmi letters on right Vdsu, in centre chhu, on left sa. 

Rev: Female deity seated, en face on a high backed throne with 
ornate legs; lunar crescent at top; nimbate; holds a noose { pasa) in the 
right hand and a cornucopia in the left hand; dressed in over flowing 
classical robes; legend on the right; (A)PAOXpO i.e., ARDOXSHO or the 
Goddess of Abundance; monogram on the left; beaded border. 

323. Oiv : Standing king, mmbate and diademed, faces left; wears a 
pointed helmet, a long coat with rounded lapels and hem curved upwards 
over knees and trousers, all armoured; offers with right hand oblations 
into an altar which has a trident with fluttering ribbons behind it; holds a 
spear in the left raised hand; truncated legend from 1.00, reconstructed as ; 
SHAONANOSHAO KANESHKO KOSHANO; Brahml letters on right 
Vasu, in centre vi and on left sa. 

Rev : Female deity seated, en face, on a high backed throne with 
ornate legs; nimbate; curly hair; holds a noose ( pdsd) in the right 
band and a cornucopia in the left band; dressed in over flowing classical 
robes; legend on the right : (A)PAOX(pO) i.e., ARDOXSHO or Goddess 
of Abundance; partly seen monogram on left. 



324. Obv : A standing king, faces left; wears a Sassanian type crown 
having a round balloon shaped insignia; dressed as a king depicted on 
Kushario-Sassanian coins; heavy bun of hair behind the ears; details of 
altar on the left lost but traces of trident are seen; truncated legend 
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mostly illegible except pAO read counter clockwise from the flan, 
BrShmt letter pi 

Rn A female deity seated on a high backed throne haying ornate 
legs, wears a headgear and classical robes holds a helmet(?} m the right 
hand a cornucopia in the left hand, truncated legend on the right (A) 
PA(OXpO) / c ARDOXSHO, monogram on left 

VII MISCELLANEOUS COINS 



325 ObT, A gold quarter stater shows a standing king, nunbate 
facing USt, wears a Jong coat wjjh hem curved upwards aj knees offerj 
oblations with the right hand into an altar, a trident with fluttering ribbons, 
holds a trident in the left hand, Greek legend truncated and blurred 
except ESHK KO, BraJtmJ letters on left ga, and on right of the spear 
written vertically hata 

Rev Male standing deity, nimbate, curly bair flowing upto sboulderi 
as if showing three headed deity, holds a noose (p&Sa) in outstretched right 
hand and a trident in upraised left band, a bull behind, legend on right 
OhpO(?) J e , OESHO or the Cod $iia monogram on left, beaded border ^ 



326 Oby Nimbate and diademed king stands, facing left, wears a 
pointed helmet, a long coat, trousers and tartar boots, offers with the 
right hand oblations into an altar having a trident with flattering ribbons 
behind it, holds a spear in the raised left hand, legend from 1 00 pAO 
NANOpAO / e , SHAONANOSHAO, Brahmt letters on right chhu, before 
the right foot vo and between the feet ilia 

1 This com IS noticed jn JNSI, Vol XIII, pi VII, and has been suggesed to be of 
either Kamshka 11 or Kanishka III It is seperated from other coins of for 
Its fabrication 
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Rev: A female deity seated on a high backed throne with ornate legs; 
nimbate; holds a noose ( pasa) in the right hand and a cornueopia in the 
left hand; wears classical robes; blurred legend on right stands for: 
APAOXpO i.e., ARDOXSHO or the Goddess of Abundance; monogram on 
the left; beaded border. 


327 


{rniiMi. 







327. Ohv : Nimbate and diademed king stands, facing left; wears a 
pointed helmet, a long coat, trousers and tartar boots; offers with the 
right hand oblations into an altar having a trident with fluttering ribbons 
behind it, holds a spear in the left raised hand; legend from 8.00 : illegible; 
BrdbmJ letters go below kings left arm and on right Vasu. 


Rev : A female deity seated on a high backed throne with ornate 
legs; holds a noose {pdsa) in the right hand and cornucopia in the left 
hand; wears classical robes; blurred legend on right stands for : APAO¬ 
XpO i.e., ARDOXSHO or the Goddess of Abundance; monogram on the 
left; beaded border.^ 


328 



328. Obv : Standing king, faces left; nimbate; oflTers oblations with 
right hand into an altar which has a trident behind it, holds a trident in the 
raised left hand; details of dress not clear; legend stands for: pAO- 
NANOpAO KOPANO; monogram on the right. 

Rev : A female deity sits on a high backed throne with ornate legs; 


1. SI. Nos. 326 and 327 have been found at Sanchankot, a small village on the right 
bank of river Sai, Unnao District, U.P., and noticed in JNSI, XXXIl, pi. X, 
Nos. 1 and 3. 
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liolds a noose (pdsa) in the right hand and a cornucopia in the left band; 
other details not clear; legend on the right should be APAOXpO.* 

Type 111. King facing right and Aradha-nar^yara on reverse: gold, round: 


329 


329. Obv : Standing King, nimbatc, faces right, wears peaked helmet 
and complete suit of chain-mail; traces of an altar in left field having 
a trident with a fillet behind; long trident in raised left hand; wears 
a long coat, curved upwards at the htm; a sword from the waist on the 
right; legend on the right;... .hpKO KOpANO, ArjA/ni letter in lower 
left field ha, between feet; tha and to right: sum . 

Rev: Standing deity, en face, reclines against a bull, wears a dhoti, a 
necklace and a yajnapadta; the left chest of the deity has a bossom of a 
woman with a round well developed breast; legend on the right, read from 
inside : OhpO I'.e., OESHO or the God-Sna; monogram on the left; 
beaded border.® 

Type IV. King seated on a throne and AP^OXpO; copper, round : 



330 Obv : King seated on a throne bolds a diadem in the right band 
and left hand is raised; feet resting on a stool; legend lost; Brdhmi letters 
on right: Vasu. 

Rev : Female deity seated on a high backed throne with ornate legs; 
nimbate; details of object held in two hands lost; beaded border. 



* This coin is from Dada Fethpur, Tchsil Khctri, Jhunjhunu District, Rajasthan and 
Is noticed in JNSI, Vol, XXIX, pi. XI, No. 1. 

* See JNSI, VoJ. XXX. pi. I, No, 7. 




CHAPTER FOURTEEN 


SUCCESSORS OF THE KUSHANAS 


1. GENERAL 

At long last, the Kiishanas having held sway, over vast terri¬ 
tories, for more than a century, faded into oblivion. From a small 
principality, initially a stepping stone for Kujula Kadphises, it cams 
to be developed into an unwieldy empire strengthened and expanded 
by such mighty rulers as Vima Kadphises, Kanishka and Huvishka, 
The time rod exercised itself and the empire, as a prey, succumbed to 
its onslaught. The great empire, as usual, was partitioned and divided 
into small principalities, which, however, continued to adopt the Kus- 
hana coinage even after centuries of the fall of the imperial Kushanas. 
The Kushana coinage even in its decadent form became popular with 
the successors of the Kushanas, who adopted it as their monetary 
standard. The most important to copy this coinage were : the Kidara 
Kushanas, Kushano-Sassanian rulers, tribal rulers of the Panjab and 
the north-west and the most important to mention were the dynas¬ 
ties in Kashmir which perpetuated this coinage for many centuries. 
The Kushana coinage had its impact on debased coins found as far 
as Ganjam in Orissa, in Rajasthan and in parts of Uttar Pradesh. The 
traits of Kushana coinage adopted by these succeeding rulers had an 
imprint of the Kushana coinage and have, in turn, left to posterity a 
large number of coins to judge them even from their debased standard 
and to appreciate the great impact on them of the Kushana coinage for 
centuries together, after their disappearance as rulers. 

After Vasudeva II, the coins found in the Panjab region have 
Brahmi legends both on the obverse and the'reverse and belong to the 
tribes Siladas, the Gadaharas and the Kidara. Kushana coins having 
Greek legend or Kushana cursive script both on the obverse and the 
reverse, are generally met with in the Bulkh and Kabul region. These 
belong to the Kushano-Sassanian series. 
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U, COINS OF KTDARA KUSUANAS 

Chinese sources mention that the leader of the Great Yueh- 
cJii, who has been identified by Cunningham with the Kidara of tlie 
coins, being hard pressed by the Eplhalites, crossed over the Paro- 
panisus and estabJished in Gandhara, the Kabul valley and the Punjab 
a kingdom of the Little Yueh-chi. The Kidara Kvshdiios seem to 
have retired to the north, into Chitral, and Gijgit, to the west of the 
Indus, and to Kashmir to the cast of the river. Their power can be 
traced in the coinage of Kashmir and their kingdom was established 
on the upper Indus after tlie defeat of HOna Mihirakula and lasted 
until, in the 9th century A.D., a revolution placed a Brdhnuna dynasty 
on the throne. The coins of the Kidara Knshdnas have as their reverse 
type, the seated goddess, which characterises the coins of the later 
Kush.lnas. This fact suggests their attribution to Kashmir rather than 
to Gandhara. They bear on the obverse, the name Kidara^ the name 
of the founder of the dynasty, and on the reverse the name of the 
ruling sovereign. 

Coins of Kidara Kushanas have been found in north-west 
Pakistan. These coins bear the name of the ruler who issued them 
but have the name Kidara in its abbreviated form Kidu, written 
vertically under the arm of the royal figure, dressed like a KushSua 
king. Their gold coins have been found over extensive areas from 
the Panj'ab to Kanauj and Kosam in the east. These coins seem to 
have been cunent for several centuries after which they merged into 
the series struck in Kashmir by the Karkolaka or Kaga dynasty. The 
long currency of the coinage as well as the find spots indicate that 

These coins have Brdhml legends, both on the obverse and the 
reverse. Besides their gold coinage, these rulers had issued silver 
coins, as well. Brhami legends also occur on these coins. The legends 
are Kidara written perpendicularly and name of the chief as Shdii.... 
... Silver coins of Kidara arc distinctively of Sassanian type. 

Martin writes about them: 

(I) that Kidara was followed by Piio and Varahrati as their coins arc 

closely connected. 
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(2) that Kidara was at first feudatory to the Sassanian empire; that he 
later became independent; and that during the reign of Piro, the Sassani- 
ans reasserted their suzerainty. 

(3) that Kidara and his successors Piro and Varahran, should be 
referred to the later half of the fourth centuiy A. D. 

The debased Kidara coins are later and are believed to have 
been issued by chiefs of the Little Yueh-Chi hordes in the Panjab and 
other parts of north western Pakistan during the fifth and sixth 
centuries. The coins of this class merged into the Kashmir coinage. 

A base gold coin of a new Kidara Kushana ruler ^atomalla 
has its details, as : 


331 




331. Oiv .• King standing, left; nimbate; saciifices at an altar with the 
right hand; vertical Brdhmi legend under the left arm: Kida and under the 
right arm : BS^a. 

Rev: Throned seated goddess, en face; Brdimi legend on right : 
Sataiual (c) ad 

ni. kushai^o-sassAnian coins 

The Kushano-Sassanian coins are another variety consisting 
of large number of cup-shaped and large size aureii. These combine 
elements from imperial Sassanian iconography and borrow liberally 
from Kushana numismatic tradition. These coins, the result of the 
Sassanian invasion on Kabul valley, are found on the Seistan side and 
were probably minted in the 4th or 5th centuries. Their copper coins, 
very much defaced and crudely designed on the old models, persisted 
in Kashmir from the 6th to the 16th centuries. These are found 
from Badakshan and the region to the north of the Hindu Kush from 
where coins of Vasudeva have also been found. Some of the Kushano- 
Sassanian coins have also been found from the Kabul region and 
Gandhara. 


‘See JNSI, Vol. XV, pi 11, No. 8 
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Legends on Kushano Sassanian Coins 

Kushano-Sassanian coins are found in two series, based on 
the language used, and were: 

a) in the first senes, the legend in cursive Kushana script or corrupt 
Greek gives the name of the king with the title SHAONANOSHAO 
KOSHANO. On the reverse, appears the name of the deity OESHO. 

b) In the second senes, Pahta\i is used along with the Greek legend, 
for the coins of Honnuzd.Shapur.Varahran and their titles as SJiaonatto 
Shao Koshano and BAGO (disinc). 

In Pahlmi legend are found the titles MAZDISM LABA KUSHAn 
MALKAIM MALKA Which means the, Mazdean diviiw^ king of kings of 
the Laba Kuslidyias, This title means that the Sassanian ruler whose 
coins bear it, had continued to acknowledge the suzerainty of the 
Kushanas in those regions. 

The Sassanian emperor Hormuzd II married the daughter of a 
Kusharia king. On some of his coins, he is called Kushana Malka 
(Lord of the Kushana) and Kushana Malkan Malka (Lord of the 
Kushana rulers). His coins bear the figure of ^iva with his bull, as well as 
the Indian altar, which are found on most of the later Kushana coins. 
Some later Kushana coins arc supposed to have been counter struck 
with Sassanian devices. Certain coins of Sassanian type and fabric 
bearing legends in Nagart, Sassanian Pablavi, and an undeciphered 
script, are attributed to some Sassanian or Scytho-Sassanian families 
that ruled in the Sindhu valley. 

Their coins have details, in general, as : 


332 



332. Obv: Standing and bearded king, radiate, face? left; wears a 
pointed helmet and coal of mail, and trousers tied at ankle with ribbon, 
in Sassanian fashion; offers oblations with the right hand into an altar 





SUCCESSORS OF THE KUSHAT^IAS 


239 


having behind it a trident with fluttering ribbons; holds a trident with the 
raised left band; hair in bunches on shoulders; legend ; H(0)PMI<AOO 
<OPKO KOpONO SHAO; svastika between feet; monogram bn right. 

Rev : A male stands, en face, against a bull; bearded and high-raised 
hair; dots on the two sides of the face indicate curly hair; wears Sassanian 
trousers; holds a noose (/»dra) in the right hand and a trident in the left 
hand; legend Trom right to left 0(h)OP<OOONAhO<OAO; beaded 
border; cup-shaped, 

333. Obv: Standing and bearded king, radiate, faces left; wears a 
helmet terminating in lion-protome, coat of mail and trousers tied at 
ankle with ribbon, in Sassanian fashion; offers oblations with the right 
hand into an altar having behind it a trident with fluttering ribbons; holds 
a trident with the raised left hand; legend from 1.00 ; HOPMI<A 00< 
OPKO KOpONO SHAO; monogram on right. 

Rev : A male stands, en face, against a bull; bearded and high raised 
hair; curly side hair; wears Sassanian trousers; holds a noose (pdin) in 
right hand and a trident in left hand; blundered legend on right: 0(h) 
OP<OOOnAOIO<OAO; beaded border; cup-shaped.^ 

IV. COINS OF SCYTHIAN TRIBES 

After Vasudeva II, the coins found in the Panjab region belong 
to tribal rulers. A few of these tribal coins reveal their names as 
Silada, Gadahara, etc., and they had used Brahml legends, but con¬ 
tinued Greek legend in the margin, though it is illegible. The legends 
on the obverse in Brdhmi record the name of these tribes and of their 
king. Traces of Greek legend on their reverse possibly contain the 
name of throned Ardoksho. The use of Brahml on these coins strongly 
supports their Indian association. The striking feature of these coins 
is the representation of Brdhmi legend, in vertical from. 

V PURI KUSHANA coins 

A number of coins found in Orissa have been termed as Puri- 
Kushana coins. These coins imitate the decadent phase of Kushana 
coinage. The obverse has the king at an altar and the reverse has a 
deity, mostly OESHO. It has been suggested that these coins were 


^ See JNSI, XVIII, pi. I, Nos. 2 and 3. 
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minted by the local rulers imitating Kushana coins Tlie poor imita¬ 
tion of Kushana coins is a reflection on the local rulers of those times. 

Coins travel far and wide At times, inscriptions also 
travel. Important examples of inscriptions having travelled to far off 
places, are available. The coins from Orissa could also have been 
hoards of decadent phase of Kushana coins, found in different places in 
Orissa, having been slruck/re-struck by local rulers. 

On the whole, it is a possibility of these coins, which are 
excessively crude, and found at Puri and Ganjam etc , though remini¬ 
scent of Kushana types, to ha\e belonged to the fourth or the fifth 
centuries, 

VI. TREASURE TROVE FINDS 

Treasure trove finds of Kushana coins are very often forth¬ 
coming from different parts of the country. Even in excavations, these 
coins are normally found. These excavated coins are definitely more 
authentic and are very helpful for a proper evaluation of the Kushana 
period of Indian history. Recent excavations at Kapilvaslu, Sonkh 
and many Treasure Trove finds in recent years, from Jaunpur, Bara- 
banki, Unnao, Tchri Garhwal and Mathura, all the five places being 
in Uttar Pradesh, as well as in Rajasthan, have brought to light a large 
number of Kushana coins These have already, wherever necessarj', 
been detailed above and their detailed descriptions have been also 
discussed in articles by different scholars. 
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APPENDICES 

I. GENEALOGY OF THE KUSHAI^AS 

Coins of the Western Kshatrapas who had ruled in western India, for 
almost three hundred years are a unique example of Indian coinage! having dates 
on them. These dated coins are greatly helpful in arranging them in a proper 
sequence. Unfortunately, such is not the case with Kushana coins. The Kushatia 
coins do not bear any dates. It is not possible to analyse the coins of different 
Kushana rulers on the basis of the effigies of Icings depicted on their obverse. 
Lurking danger would be the difference in the effigy on account of different mints 
and the mint authorities. So, the inscriptions come to our succour. 

A large number of dated Kushapa inscriptions have been found, which are 
both in Brahmi and Kliaroshfhi alphabets. Their number is more than one 
hundred and fifty. The dates in these inscriptions help to fix the following genealogy: 


i) Kanishka 

ii) Vasishka 

iii) Huvishka 

iv) Kanishka II 

v) Vasudeva I 


years 1-23 
years 24-28 
years 28-60 
year 41 
years 64/67-98 


(The figure for hundred in the counting of the regnal year is dropped 
and new Kushapa dating sequence is introduced, hereafter). 

vi) Kanishka III years 5-17 

vii) Vaskushana (Vasudeva II) years 22-28 

viii) Erjhano Yasaga year 36 

On the basis of the existing materia! at the disposal of scholars, the genea¬ 
logy fixed, tentatively, requires an absolutely careful, further, study. 


ir. GLOSSARY 

Abhaya-mudra 
Ankusa 
Attic standar'd 
Bazooband 
Chiton 


Chlamys 


: Right hand in protection giving form. 

; Elephant-goad used for controlling an elephant. 

: Standardised gold unit of 132 grains at old Athens, 

: An ornament used on the upper part of the arm; armlet. 

: An under-garment of the ancient Greek, sometimes sleeve¬ 
less, but often with short or long sleeves, worn as a classical 
piece of cloth, folded, pinned and girdled next to the skin 
ty both sexes in classical times. Or worn as a sewn loose 
linen gown reaching the feet and closed on the sides. 
Always belted at the waist. 

: An outer garment shaped like a light and freely flowiiig 
scarf. Fastened by n clasp on the shoulders. Oblong in. 
shape and generally twice as long as its width. 
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Cuirass 

Pamaroo 
Dharma chakra 
pravartana*mudra 
Dhoti 

Diadem 

Fillet 

Himation 


Jat^ukuta 

Kalaia 

Kamap^atoo 

McharSjSsana 

Mantle 

Nandipada 

Nimbus 

Obverse 

Paia 

Pellet border 
Radiate 
Reverse 
SalwSr 

Torque 

TriiQla 

Tunic 


Un>5 
Usbulsha 
Varada-mudra 
^ Vitarka-mudrS 
Vyakbyana-mudia 


: A defensive covering for the breast and back, of leather and 
iron, fastened with straps and buckles etc. 

: A small drum played as a musical instrument by the god-Siva, 

: Hand fingers at the chest shaped as to set the Wheel of Law 
in motion. 

; A garment for the lower portion of the body worn from 
navel downwards. 

; Blue and white band tied round the tiara of the monarch— 
a symbol of royalty, 

: A narrow band of ribbon or the like worn around the head 
usually as an ornament. 

: A garment consisting of a rectangular cloth about 5 feel 
high and 10 feet long, draped above the body in various 
ways according to the taste of the wearer. Often lavishly 
embroidered and worn over the tunic or as a sole garment 

: Hair in a knot forming the shape of muku}a or crown. 

: A vessel or vase. 

: A gourd normally used by saints for collecting alms. 

: To be seated in an easy form, like a king. 

: A cloak or loose garment, worn over other garments. 

: Feet of a hull. 

: A halo or a cloud of glory around the head. 

: Facing side of a coin depicting a king, normally. 

: A noose to ensnare or punish. 

: Circular border formed by dots. 

; Emitting rays. 

; Back side of a coin showing a deity, normally. 

: A lower garment mainly used by the people of the Panjab 
and north-west Pakistan, similar to a trouser. 

: A collar necklace or similar ornament consisting of a 
twisted narrow band usually of precious metal. 

: Trident. 

; A short sleeved shirt fastened by a girdle or a belt around 
the waist and in ease of women often long like a chemise. 
Over it a loose mantle or cloak was norn. 

: Dot at the forehead. 

; Tuft of hair tied in a knot on tl^e head, 

; Right hand m gift bestowing form. 

: Hand fingers showing as if in deep rationalism. 

; Hand fingers in preaching form. 


III. ABBREVIATIONS 

ASIR : Archaeological Survey of India, Annual Reports. 
ASR : Archaeological Survey Reports. 

B^^A : Bulletin of Museums and Archaeoloy, Uttar Pradesh. 
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VIII kharoshthi legends 

1. Maharaja rajadiraja hima Y '*1 V 

kapjsasa 



2. Khusbanasa yauasa kuyula 
kaphsasa sachadbramatbidasa 
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dhTa(dba)matbtdasa 
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4. Maharaj'asa rajadirajasa 
EarvalO£a i&vata laabisvar 
bimakapisasa tradata 


IX. MONOGRAMS ON COINS 
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